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Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: Report anid

return under Clause 64 of the Railways
Act, 1904.

ADJOTJRNM%,ENT-SITTINQ HOUR,
TUESDAY.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Ron.
J. D. Connolly) moved-

That the House at its rising do ad-
journ until 4.30 p.m. on Tuesday next.

It would not be convenient for a number
of hon. members to attend at 2.15 p.m.
on Tuesday, and as the Notice Paper
would permit of the adjournment to the
later hour it could be conveniently fixed
for that time.

Question passed.

House adjourned at 4.45 p.m.

legislative Elssetnblv,
Fbiday, 27th .Tannarij, 1911.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
10.30 a.m., and read prayers.

FRTD-T FOR EXPORT-PRE-COOTr
ING.

Mr. JACOBY (Swan): With your
permission, Mr. Speaker, I desire to men-

tion a matter arising out of an answer
given by the _Minister for Agriculture
yesterday in reply to some questions
asked by me with reference to the paper
prepared by Mr. Cairns which was in-
cluded ill tile annual report of the Do-
partment of Agriculture for last year.
This paper was read at the conference
of the Central Fruitgrowers' Associa-
tion, hut that which appeared in I he
report of the department was not simi-
lar to the paper read before the uissn-
ciation by Mr. Cairns. The Minister in
reply to a question, as far as I can re-
member-I have not the M1inutes before
me just 31w-stated that the uinder ;e--
retary had informed him that there was
no material difference iln the two reports.
I wish to protest against inaccurate in-
formation being supplied by the under
secretary to the -Minister, and to -point
oput thlat tile report red at the confer-
once by -Mr. Cairns was handed to tile
editor of the Western Mail and puib-
lished in that newspaper without any al-
teration whatever, aud that it occupied
there 21 inches in a column 2Y8 inches
in width, whereas the report published
in the official document covered 39
inches in columns 3 inches in width.
Even if the columns of the official re-
port had been of the same width as thh
columns of the Western Mail, the paper
published in the report of the depart-
ment would have been just double the
length of the other. Under the circum-
stances I ask how could it be possible
for the finder Secretary for Agriculture
to truthfully informn the Minister for
Agriculture that these reports were
materially the same. In addition, I wish
to point out that the report of Mr.
Cairns omits to state certain arguments
which were advanced against his pro-
posal for pre-cooling, and as it appears.
ntow tile report contains an answer to .9ll
those arguments which were put forth
by the frnitgrowcrs at that conference;
at the same timne, the aruments advan-
ced by the growers are not givenl. The
result is that new matter is itrodued.
and the document is more than twice the
length of the original one. Under the
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circumstances I mright be permitted to
protest against the action of the under
secretary in supplying the Minister with
a statement which the 'Minister has, ap-
parently in all good faith, given to the
House.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
J. M1itchell):- I would like to take the op-
port-unity of saying that I shall have the
differences in these two reports typed. I
am satisfied that the under secretary dlid
not knowingly give wrnong information. I
am not prepared to say that the report
published in the Western Mail does con-
tain the whole of the paper which was
read to the conference.

Air. Jacoby: We have evidence of
that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Then
the evidence con he produced. At any
rate, I will have the differences ty)ped
and supply the hon. member with a copy.
The hon. member, I am pleased to say,
agrees that the second report is an im-
provement on the first, so that nothing
is lost by including it in the -report of
the department.

BIILrROMA'N CATHOLIC LANDS."
Introduced by the Premier, and read

a first time.

BILL-flWELLINGITP-HOTHAM
RAILWAY.

Second Reading.
The MTNISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.

H. Daglish) in moving the second read-
ing said: I desire to indicate that this
is a measure which, if carried, will have
the effect of opening up a large area of
our- valuable timber lands; it will pass
through timbe-r along almost its entire
length of 25 miles. There is timber
growing on both sides of the line, and
just before the terminus is reached it
will come through the end of this tim-
ber belt, and will then serve a certain
number of old settlers in one of the dis-
tricts which has been populated, or par-
tially populated and settled since the
early days of Western Australia. There

can be no doubt that this line will ulti-
mately have to be extended through the,
agricultural belt whicah. at the present
time, it will only touch at the terminus,
until it junctions at some spot with the
Great Southern Railway. The present
proposal must more largely be defined as
a prroposal to construct a timber line
than as a proposal for an agricultural
railway. It will serve a radius at the
terminus of about 15 miles. The length
of the proposed extension from "Marrinup
is ahont 25 miles. The line will comn-
mence at a distanec from Perth of about
69 miles, the gauge will be Sft. Oin.,
the rails wiill be 4Slbs., and the sleepers
Oft. (liii by Sin, by 4in., the ruling gradi-
ent will be one in 40. Hon.
members will understand that
the country which will be passed
through is rather heavy country in which
it would be impossible to get a better
grade than this. The sharpest curve wilE
have a radius of 12 chains. The esti-
mated cost of the construction is £26,000,.
and of rails and fastenings £17,000, a total
of £43,000, which works out at £1,'870t
per mile, The information I have re-
ceived from the Lands Department with
regard to this measure is that the Bill
will serve an alienated area of 265,550
acres; there -is reserved land there total-
ling 16,050 acres, and there is land avail-
able for selection totalling 203,500 acres;
the total area within a 15-mile radius is
490,100 acres;, the area of pastoral leases
is 27,400 acres, and the number of large
holdings over 1,000 acres is 17. Hon.
members, I think, wilt be aware that only
recently the railway from Pinjarra to

Marrinup was com])leted and handed over
to the Railway Department, and -it was
working during four months of the last
financial year. During that period the
total earnings amounted to £825 as
against a working expenditure of £629.
I quoted these figures in my general
speech some two or three weeks ago.
They can undoubtedly be regarded as very
satisfactory for the first four months'
-working of a line when the industry
mainly served Could not be in full opera-
tion. We can safely assume that because
of the valuable timber adjacent to this
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line, Which without the lime could not
possibly be worked, the railway will pay
almost from the start. In November last
a deputation waited on the Premier urging
the construction of this line for the length
now proposed, the original intention of
the Government having been to recom-
mend a 12 -mile instead of this 23-mile
line. This deputation was introduced by
Messrs. Harper, Cowehter, O'Loglilen, and
A. A. Wilson, members of the Leg-islative
Assembly, who v-ery strongly urged the
extension of the line to the vicinity of the
B othazn River, onl the ground that they
were convinced the line would pay from
the very first and would serve a large
number of settlers in the Wandering dis-
trict, in addition to opening up the new
areas and giving facilities requisite for
the expansion of our timber industry.
The year before that, a little over twelve
months ago, 27 members of the Legisla-
tive Assembly by petition to the then
Premier urged the continuation of the line
to 'Marrinup. The present line had been
reported upon by the advisory board, and
I have also obtained certain information
from the officers of the Forestry Depart-
ment iii regard to it. The report I have
from that branch states, inter alia-

The timber north and south of the
Marradong route is both heavy and of
good quality. The large timber belt to
the eastward anl 15 miles on both sides
of the proposed line cannot be success-
fully operated upon beyond the 17-mile
post onl the M1arradong route. The
Marradong route is that route immnedi-
ately south of the proposed line. A
newv mill is about to be started by
'Millar's company about tenl miles from
Owellingup), and 'Messrs. Port, Honey
and Co. will probably work their area
situated north of tie proposed line
when constructed.

Portion of the fauna and flora reserve
comes within the influence of the proposed
line and there is a large area of forest
country, for the successful working of
which this line is requisite. The present
settlers at Hotham will also be served,
while, to some extent the land north and
east, takidug iii the old Albany road, will
also benefit. The great hulk of our tim-
ber country adjacent to this line will,

later ou, be largely utilised for fruit
growing purposes. It is an undoubted
fact that onl the lands occupied by our
good timber, excellent fruit can be profit-
ably grown, and therefore, as Portions of
our forest lands are cut out we will have
them occupied by orchards. I have plea-
sure in commending the Bill to die fav-
ourable consideration of the House and
Imove-

That the Bill b, now- read a second
time.

'Mr. COWLIIEI (Williams) :I have
pleasure iii supporting the Bill, and my
only regret is that the line wvas not con-
structed several years ago. In the be-
giunilig it will be mainly a timber line,
but the last four or five miles of its
lengthI will touch oni the agricultural
areas and will certainly serve old settlers
who have been there for the past 40
years. Eventually this line must be con-
tinued farther onl to better serve the agri-
cultural land. I have much pleasure in
supporting I he Bill.

Mr. HARPER (Beverley) :As one of
the deputation that waited on the Premier
iii regard to the extension of the line, I
have pleasure in supporting the Bill. My
only regret is that the line is not going
quite so for as we would like to see it.
It is going through the timber districts
until it will border on the agricultural
districts, but unfortunately there it is to
stop. The proposed railway terminus is
just where the cotuntry opens out into
fine agricultural land; it will be on the
Hothan River, and along that river is
to he found very excellent land. We
have been fairly successful in getting the
railway extended in the direction in which
it shall go, and we hope ill thle near future
we will have it carried right up to the
flotham valley to join the Great South-
ern. A glance at the map, and at the re-
turns showing how the land has been
taken up, will convince anyone that it is
nearly all good agricultural land. There-
fore this line really will have two re-
sources: first the serving of the timber
area andi, after the timber has been cut
out, it will be supported hr the agricul-
tural and wheat-growing districts. I have
pleasure in supporting the Bill.
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Question put and passed.
Bill read a second lime.

iz Committee, etcetera.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported -without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and ordered to be
transmitted to the Legislative Council.

RILIL,-BROOKTON-KIJNJINN RAITr
WAY.

Second Reading.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.

H. Daglish) in moving the second read-
ing said: I may say this railway, if con-
structed, will complete the opening uip
of that large area of valuable agricultural
laind situated between the Eastern rail-
way line onl the north, the Great Southern
Line on the west, and the Narrogin-
Mferr~edin line on the south and south-
west. There can be no doubt whatever
that the area south of the Quairading
line and its extension, and at present n-
provided for by any railway, requires a
line to serve it. Such line will serve some
of our most valuable wheat-grorwing land.
It seems to me the only possible ques-
tion that might be raised in regard to
this proposition is as to the star-ting
point to be selected. The proposition I
have brought forward on behalf of the
(Government has received the most care-
ful consideration before being submitted
for the approval of hon. members. It
was first of all dealt With by the advisory
board in their report of the 20th July
last.

Air. Bolton: Without a visit to the
district.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
think the hon. member is incorrect
in that. I cannot, of course, make a
positive statenient unless the report giesq
the information.

M1r. Bolton: One manl only visited thle
district, and one man only signed the
report.

Mnr Foulkes: Has the Minister got the
report I

The MHINISTER FOR WORKS: If
the hon. member will get the report on

the country east of the Great Southern
Railway hie will find the particulars in it.
There is no report onl this line individually.
A general system of lines east of the
Great Southern is dealt with in one re-
port dated 28th July7 and paragraph S of
that report says--

The proposed line, as shown coloured
red onl the plan, from the Great South-
ern Railway, near Brookton, to the pro-
posed Wiekepin-Merredin line, near
liunjinn, 47 miles, is estimated to cost
£E67.000, including rails and fastenings.
The area served would be 263,000 acres
of which 98,000 have been alienated. In
this area, of course, there is not included
any land on the route -within 121/2 miles
of the Great Southern Railway and
12% miles of the proposed through line
from Wickepin to i3Icrredin.

The question of the starting point is there
not definitely stated. Hon. members will
ohserve that the board uses the phrase
that the line should start "near Brook-
ton," which, of course, might meani any
point slightly north or slightly south.

Mr. Troy: Why is it not definite?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I

repeat that the board might mean any
ponint slightly north or slightly south, but
it must meaii a spot within a short dis-
tance of Brooktou station. After that
report had been received and laid on thle
Table of the House, a deputation waited
on the Premier and discussed this railway
And the question of route. This was an
influential deputation in regard to both
personnel, thle local inflnence which it
wielded in the district proposed to be
K6erVed, as well as the strength of
members from this House and an-
other place who attended wvith it.
Thec Premier carefully discussed
this matter with the deputation,
and after doing so, sent me a minute en-
closing a copy of the inotes taken at the
deputation and saying, "J shall be glad
if the advisory board could inspect this
routte" -that is the Mount Kokeby rodte
-"because it seems that it would serve

the greatest number of settlers." That
-remark was based on the representations
made to the Premier by the deputatio'i.
On receiving that note, T promptly plnietil
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my self in communication wvith the advi-
Sory board, to whom I sent the following
memo., together with the Premier's note-
"-Forwarded in accordance with the pro-
mise of the Honouirable thle Premier for
report by the board." In reply to that
I received from the chairman of the ad-
visory board, some little time later, the
following:-

Tn reply to your muemo. of 5th De-
cember, 1010,. re commencing point of
proposed railway eastward from the
Great Southern line near M~ount Ko-
keby or Brookton, the advisory board
recognise that the actual commencing
point of this proposal is subject to
thle natma-sl contounr of the country and
must be detinitely fixed by the engineers
after survey. We recommend that al-
ternative trial surveys be made from,
say, a point south of MHount Kokeby
ini a south-easterly direction and also
near Brookton so that the matter can
be fully considered relative to costs
and grades.

I sent that on to the Premier, and at the
s;ame -time told hini that I had given the
Inspector of Engineering Surveys, Mr.
Muir, instructions to proceed to the dis-
trict, and make careful inquiry and ex-
amiinatioii, and to submit a recommenda-
tion.

Afr. Bolton: Onl New Year's Eve.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: My

minute giving the information is -not on
the file, so I am unable to give the' date.
Onu the 16th January Mr. Mtuir submitted
to me the following report:-

In accordance with your instructions
received. I beg to report that [ ex-
amined the country from Kokehy and
Brooktoni on the Great Southern rail-
way eastward to Kunjinn with a view
of definitely fixing the commencing
point of the railway recommended by
the advisory board. After a careful
iiispection of the country. I have come
to the conclusion that it would be ad-
'table to make Brooktoni the com-
miencement point of the proposed rail-
way. A line from Mount Kokeby
would certainly give better grades for
a proportion of the distance, but it

would be some six wiles longer, and
wonid cost about £8,000 more than the
direct easterly line:?- moreover, by mak-
ing ItrooL'ton [ihe starting point -and
going generally in an easterly direction
the count ry as a whole is much better
serv'ed, that is a1 larger proportion of
the district Would be brought within
the limit fixed for the proper develop-
nient of thle couniitry. 1 attach a plan
which clearly explains the whole pro-
positI io 1.
Mir. Augwill: Who signed that report?
The 3lINISTER FOR WORKS: Mr.

Muir, and it is dated the 15th of this
mouth.

Mr. Angwin: If my information is eoi-
rect lie was never there; lie could never
harTe gone over the country in the time.

The MLN[iSTErr FOR, WORKS: i
do not think that Mr. Mluir would commnit
himself to any recommendation without
adequate inquiry. He had already be~i
over tihe route, first of all with the board,
and on the second occasion by himself.
I[ have just received information that the
advisory board did visit the district, and
I am informed that the full strength if
the board, Messrs. Paterson, Lowrie,
Johnson, and Muir, inspected it.

Mr. Bolton: When?
The MiNiSTER FOR WORKS:. I

have not thle date.
Mr. Bolton: In 10.)y of last year.
The MiNISTER FOR WVORKS: It

must have been prior to July of last year,
because their report is dated July.

Mr. Bolton: A promise was wade by
the Premier that they should revisit that
district mid that promise was never cam-
ried out.

The MINiSTER FOR WVORKS: I
think the lion, member is refering to the
promise of the Premier that lie would
again reCfer thle matter of the starting
point and route to thle advisory board.
As I have already told thle House. that
was done,' with the request that they
should fulfil the Premier's promise, but
the board regarded this as beiiig beyonid
thbeir scope: they thought that a railway
should be mande, but they were not pre-
pared to definitely fix thle starting point.
Mr. Muir visited the district with a''
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absolutely free lhand. his only instruction
being to consider the questions that were
Most important. the question of g-rade.
length. cost, and of service to the great-
est area, as wvell as to the largest number.

21 r. Bolton : Not the largest number of
settlers.

The MNINISTER FOR WORKS: I
have pointed out before when speaking
of other lincs, that we cannot consider
only those who are already settled on the
land: we must provide for the setlement
that is to come, as well as for the settle-
ment already there. We have to open
up the country in order that it may be
settled, and we must provide for the
carrying on of operations where opera-
tions have been impossible in the past.
Still keeping- to this question of route, I
desire to say that I have made further
inquiry myself in regard to the proximity
to existing or authorised lines. That is
a very important point for we cannot
afford to build two lines to serve the
same area. The recommendations made
in favour of the Mount Kokeby route,
if adopted, would mean the running of
the railway for a long distance within
17 miles of an existin g railwvay, and at
one point for some distance within 15i
miles.

Mr. Angwin: Which existing railway!
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

Quairading railway.
Mr. Angwvin: Look at the route drawn

by Mfr. Butcher on the plans.
The AIUNJSTER FOR WORKS: The

hon. member need not worry about that.
If we started the line at Mlount Kokeby
and ran it more southerly away from the
Quairading line, it would be al-
most parallel with the Great South-
ern. I gave no instructions as to
whether that line should go almost
south from Mount Kokeby, or generally
in a slightly southerly and mnainily' east-
erl - direction, but the representations
made were in favour of the line that has
been roughly indicated on the plans. and
were not in favour of the line that has
been roughly drawn by an hon. member
in this House. The request of the advo-
cates of Mount Rokeby was that the start-
ing point of the proposed railway should

be either Beverlev. which would bring it
still nearer to the Qinirading railway, or
at a oi it not futrther south than Mount
Kokebiv. but in flhe representations made
to the Premier I think that the request
was that it should run in a general east-
erly direction, and the inference was that
it should take an almost direct route to
Kunjian. I have had it marked on the
map- takingi a direct route to Kunjiun.
Eon. members will see how the southern
trend would bring it for miles practically
parallel with the Great Southern railway,
and it would he worse if constructed
in that particular direction 'than if con-
structed as marked on the map).

Mr. JTacoby: What is the shortest dis-
tance between the Qunirading line and
the lproposed line?

The MlINISTER FOR WORKS; On
the Mount Kokeby proposal the nearest
distance is 1.5 miles. The proposed line
will run. toughly, between 25 and 30
miles from the Qunirading line over this
whole distance. Those settlers who are
alluded to as desirng- the construction of
the line from Mount K~okeby, axe mostly
settlers already adequately served by a
railway; they are persons living within
15 miles, and some of themn viary much
within 15 miles, of the Great Southern
line. We are not proposing to construct
this or any other line to serve those
already within 15 miles of an existing
line, In fact all the figures given to the
House in regard to different railway Hills,
exclude from consideration the land with-
in that distance of an existing line. We
vegard that area, say within 15 miles of
the existing Great Southern Railway, or
within 15 miles of the Quairading line,
or wvithin 15 miles of the' proposed Nar-
rogin-Mlerredin line, as being already ade-
quately se-ed, and therefore it is only
the intervening land which it is proposed
to serve by this railway. I wish to stress
this point, that the great complaint re-
gardin-r this route has been raised by
those already within 15 miles of an ex-
isting- railway, and therefore by those for
whom this railway is not intended.

3fr. Bolton: I do not think you are
q~lite correct in regard to the County
Peak settlers.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Well
I say "the great bulk of them." It would
be absurd for me to argue that all of
those who have asked for this alterna-
tive route were within 15 miles) and I
would not like it to be understood as corn-
ing from me, but the great majority of
them are admittedly waithin 15 miles of
the Great Southern Railway.

Mr. Angwin: The member for the dis-
trict advocated another route.

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not think that the views of the member
for a district should be taken too-much
into consideration by the Government, or
the House, when frnming any railway
proposition. The member's views should
be taken into consideration only so far
as they are supported by strong argu-
ments; the mere fact that -they come from
the member for the district, if the argui-
ments are weak and worthless, does not
justify his expecting any consideration
to be given to them. I do not propose to
deal farther at the present moment wvith
the question of the route of this line, but
I will ask the House to hear in mind that
the policy which hats been submitted by
the Gover-nment and adopted by the House
'has been generally a policy of having lines
somewhere about from 25 to 30 miles dis-
tant one from the other, so that as far
-as possible -we may bring our settlers
'a'rthin a 15-mile radius of some railway to
serve their purpose. This can only be
effectively and satisfactorily achieved in
regard to the particular locality under
-discussion by adopting te proposal to
run the line from Brookcton to Kunjina;
and this connection, as I have pointed out
in the report I have read from Mr. 'Muir,
means the shortest line and the cheapest
proposition as well as meaning a propo-
sition that wvill serve ultimately for thle
more complete and thorough development
of that part of our agricultural lands.

Mr. Butcher: You should not always
take into consideration the shortest route.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Other
things 'being equal, we must take into
-consideration length and cost.

Mr. Butcher: Things may be very un-
equal.

[1231

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
have tried to show they are equal. I have
tried to show that shortness and cheap-
ness are the culminating points of a very
strong argument, to which perhaps it is
unnecessary to add this further considera-
tion. The length of the line will be 510
miles. This length must depend to some

extent on the permanent surrey of the
Wiekepin-'Merredin railway, but I have
had it shown for the purpose of this rail-
way at a length of 30 miles. The distance
from Perth to the starting point, Brook-
ton, is 11S miles; the gauge will be 3ff.
Oin.; the weight of rails, 4-5b.; the
sleepers, Oft. Oin. by Sin, by -tin.; the
ruling grade one in 40, and the sharpest
curve a 12-chain radius. The estimated
cost of construction is ;£41,500, and of
rails and fastenings £32,500, making a
total of £E74,000, or £1,480 per mile. The
areas which will he served by this line,
excluding all thle laud within 15 miles
from the starting point, which is already
served by the Great Southern line, and
excluding that wittii 15 miles from the
proposed 'Narrogin-M~erredin line, is about
135 ,000 acres. The number of resident
occupiers in this area is about 33; the a p-
proximate area held by them is 50,0001
acres;, the rainfall is a very good one, be-
ing 17 inches, The principal timbers on
the land open for selection comprise pat-
ches of salmon gumn, white gum, and Mor-
rell. Hon. members will notice that the
cost of this line is estimated, owing to
the possibility of cheaper construction, at
a considerably lower amount than. in the
case of some other railways I have sub-
mitted to the House. As I indicated at the
outset, the line is necessary, if for no other
purpose, in order to complete the system
of providing eommunication for the dis-
trict between the Eastern Railway and the
Great Southern Railway, and the pro-
jected Wickepin-Merredin roalway. I
more-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Mr. HARPER (Beverley) : I rise to
support the second reading of this Bill.
In the first place the line was recommend-
ed by the adrisory board on the 29th July
last.
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Mr. Bolton: Not to start f rom Brook-
tonl.

Mr. HARPER; Yes, to start from
Brook-ton. There was a report in the
Press recommending the line to start from
Brookton. That was on the 29th July
last. The members of that advisory board
consisted of Professor Lowrie, Mr. Pater-
son, Mr. Muir, and Mr. Johnson. At that
time the Beverley electorate was unrepre-
sented in Parliament. The board recom-
mended other railways in the same report.
They recommended the Wickepin-Merre-
din line, and the ])unbleynng extension,
and many other lines; and it is passing
strange that this is the only line in the
advisory board's report taken exception
to.

Mr. Bolton: The advisory board have
not reported on it.

Mr, HARPER: Yes, they recommended
the line on the 29th July last, and at a
time when Beverley wvas without a mem-
her of Parliament, or without representa-
lion. I warn members who may oppose
this line that there is a large number of
settlers from the goidfields in the Land-
scape district.

Ilr'. Angwin: The settlers are opposed
to this line.

M1r. HARPER: They were promised a
railway some four years ago. It any
rate, I understand it was marked on the
agricultural plan that there was a pro-
posed line, and, owing to the prosperity of
the agricultural districts, the line -has been
put out further every year, so that the
people in the Landscape district and rounId
about there took up land in good faith
thinking they would have a railway with-
in so miles of them. I introduced a de-
putation to the Premier some months ago,
and the only persons who had a right on
that deputation were those from the back
blocks districts. There was certainly
one from Beverley on that deputation, but
he had no rig-ht to be on an agricultural
deputation. It was. only from a business
point of view that lie wanted the railway
to go to Beverley. It does not matter
munch to me -where the railway starts from,
so long as we get it, and that was- the opin-
ion of all on that deputation. They want-
ed the rail-way, and that it should go far

enough south. That was the main object
in supporting Mt. Kokeby, but the ad-
visory board recommended it should go,
from Brooktoa. The people do not 'want
the Bill pigeon-lieled for the sake of argu-
ing as to which should be the starting
point. Before I was a member of the
House tie advisory board recommended
this route, and I think in fairness to the
people who took up the land, and in fair-
ness to the advisory hoard, this route
should be accepted. It seems to me very
singular indeed that members on both
sides of the House have accepted the re-
commendation of the advisory board on
nearly every other railway, some eight or
mine of them, and this is the only excep-
tion.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. Bolton: Where is the report of the
advisory, board?

Mr. HARPER: It was on the Table of
the House for mlonths. The hoard went
over the country frequently, and they
know it from one end to the other.

Mr. Bolton. They never reported on it.
Mr. HARPER: For the sake of the

member for North Fremantle, I would
mention that there are many of these set-
tlers who are struggling, and they have the
land in that state of preparation now that
they are ready to grow wheat or any crop
provided they can get the facilities to get
their produce to market. They are hard-
working and honest settlers struggling
their best to make ends meet, and it will
be a great ininstice to them if this rail-
way is pigeon-holed. To appoint a select
committee means, as the Minister for
Works said in regard to the Wongan Hills-
Mfullewa Railway Bill, defeating the rail-
way. Members might just as well oppose
the measure altogether as to ask for a
select committee. The Premier in his
speech on the Wongan Hills-M~ullewa
Railway Bill said that delays were dan-
gerous and procrastination fatal. It
would he certainly both fatal and dan-
gerous if this Bill is not carried through
during this Parliament.

M r. Collier: Dangerous to whom 9
Mr. HARPER: To the people I repre-

sent. They are deserving' of somne eon-
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sideration as well as other parts of Wes-
tern Australia, They are pioneers, and
mnany of them have been a long time on
the land, and it would be at great injustice
to them. If members of the Opposition
knew the conditions as well as I do they
would not oppose the line.

Mr. Holman: Is the information on the
iplan correct

Mr, HARPER: Yes, and the Minister
for Works has given a far bigger radius
than the plan wvill hear out, because the
plan will not hear out more than a 25-mile
distance between the Quairading line and
this line to Kunjinn. The line is to go
to Kunjilin; there is no oilier point un-
less at a great increase of distance and
cost; and, therefore, Kunjinn being
settled on as the terminus, the question
is as to whether the starting point should
be Brookton or Mount Kokeby. Those
from Mount Kokeby who had the most to
say abont having the starting point at
Mount Kokeby are within 10 miles
of the Great Southern Railway. T know
this is a positive fact; and I have no sym-
pathy with people who try to defeat a
railway for their own personal gain and
ends. I have worked for this railway
hionestly and fairly, and it is a fair re-
qLuest that the Government should con-
strucat the line. I am sorry to see mem-
bers in opposition to it. If they knew the
country as well as I do, and the bad roads
the people have to contend with, and their
hardships, and the way they are strag-
gling to get ahead, they would not oppose
it; but they are prepared to accept the
selfish statements of one or two men who
because they arc 10 wiles from a railway,
want to be four miles from a railway.
That is their object; they have no respect
for the people to the sooth. There are
people to the south as well as people to
the north. Between the two lines there
will not be more than 24 miles, so that no
one to the north can say he is outside a
decent radius. We cannot all have rail-
ways to our bank doors. This railway
should be built. If it is defeated now it
will be defeated for years. The other day
-we noticed in the paper what Mr. Fowler
had to say in regard to our railways if we
go in for Unification, or if the referenda
are carried and the Commonwealth gets

control of the railways. We will not then
be able to get any railways built, because
we know what a long distance we are away
from the Federal seat of Goverinent. It
would be a great invasion of our public
rights which I hope the people of West-
ern Australia, will not support. I do not
want to say any more. The Minister for
Works has given all the statistics in eon-
niection with the project and I hope hon,
members will deal as fairly and as reasgon-
ably with the Bill as they have done with
the others.

Mr. Bolton : It is not a fair Bill.
Mr. Harper : It is a fair Bill,

and everything connected with it is per-
fectly square and above board. It is a
fair and equitable proposition, and it
should be carried. I do not want to see
the Bill defeated and I hope members will
see the fairness of the requnest and sup-
por~t the second reading.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

1Mr. ANGWIN (East Fremantle) : I
cani discuss this Bill without bias. I have
no land in the district, and I have not
been in tlhe district in which it is pro-
posed to construct this railway; but we
cannot get away from the fact that there
is a good deal of opposition to the line
on the part of the settlers. When that
is the ease I hold that further inquiries
should be made. 'We are in the unfortu-
nate position of being unable to secure
the service of surveyors or draftsmen to
carry out the various works required in
coaiiection with the constructive policy of
this Parliament . I will not say Govern-
m~ent, and I want to point out that even
if we allow this -matter to stand over until
next session no delay will be caused, be-
cause the hundreds of miles of railway
which have already been approved would
be more than sufficient to keep all the
staff which the Government have at pre-
sent busily engaged in the preparation of
plans. The member for the district
pointed out that if this matter was re-
ferred to a select committee it would
mean delay, hut I want to say that accord-
ing to some of those who reside in that
district, and who have been residents
there for some years, they would rather
see this Bill defeated than see it carried
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out as proposed at present, namely, with
its; junction at Brookton. The dissatis-
faction which exists must be very keen
indeed. We realise that in a large num-
her of the propositions which have been
brought before this House, while those
who live in the locality benefit by such pro-
positions, and while it is necessary, in
their opinion, that railway lines should
he constructed in certain directions, there
are many who would rathier see the lines
built even if they did start from another
point, In this case the opposition is so
keen that the people would rather have
the line defeated at this juncture than
have it carried as the Government pro-
pose. We have been told that the advi-
sory board recommended that this rail-
way should be constructed from Brook-
ton. The member for Beverley stated
this was done before he became member
for that locality. I find in the first week
in November the hon. member introduced
a deputation to the Premier regarding
this question, and he pointed out that the
railway should run from somerwhere in
the vicinity of Mount Kokeby, and that
hie saw from the report of the advisory
hoard that such a work would cost about
£E47,000. If the hou. member saw that
report it must have favoured the starting
point as somewhere in the vicinity of
Mount Kokeby. To-day the hon. mem-
ber states that the advisory board recom-
mnended the line to start from Brookton,
and that there was a possibility of going
even further south. If there has been a
report from the advisory board with re-
gard to Brookton, either the report which
appeared in thle West Australian in Nov-
ember last mnst be wrong, or the advisory
board must have visited that district and
a~rain reported since November last.

The Minister for Works: If the advi-
sory board contemplated 'Mount Kokehy
they could not have quoted the length of
the line as 47 mniles, which is the distance
from Brookton to Kunjiun.

Mr, ANGWIN: We find that an inlu-
ential deputation waited on the Premier
d1uring Show week. At that time the
Premier led the deputation to believe that
hie would send the advisory board down
for the purpose of going over this dis-

trict and ascertaining the exact position,
and he expressed the hope that the depui-
tation which waited on him and the peo-
ple there would be satisfied with the
result of the inquiries, and that the deci-
sion which would be arrived at by the
board would be accepted, What do we
find ? Instead of the advisory board
going there as the Premier led the deputa-
tion to believe they would do, the Minister
for Works sent one member only of the
advisory board to the district. According
to my information that member arrived
at BSeverley on the 31st December, and
on the 1st January he spent the day in
Beverley and met several of those people
who are interested in the line, had a eon-
versatLion regarding the matter, and on
tie 2nd January he took his departure
from Beverley to M~ount Kokeby, Brook-
ton, and IKunjinn. It is supposed that
this officer made a thorough inspection
.of this country for the purpose of guid-
ing the Minister when introducing the
Bill, but as Kunjinn is 50 mliles away,
and as lie only left Beverley on the Mon-
day and returned on the 'Wednesday, I
do not see how it is possible for this
officer to have made anything like an
inspection of the country. This is the
information I have, the accuracy of
which has been vouc bed for by several
gentlemen who are residents in the dis-
trict. What time could this officer have
devoted to an inspection of the country?
If the facts I have given are correct it
is certainly necessary that members should
give the matter further consideration. I
do not know the country, but those who
reside there say that the best area to
construct this railway through is the
country which would have M1ount Kokeby
as its starting point, right through the
valley, following the liver out as far as
Kunjinn. There is a sketch on the
plan, hanging on the wvall of the
Chamber which has been made by an hon.
member who knows the country well, and
that member endorses, the statements
made by the other gentlemen who have
been there during the past week, advocat-
ing justice for the settlers in the district.
I think the Government should postpone
the consideration of this Bill until nest
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session. No delay will take place, and
the railway will be constructed equally
as soon by introducing the Bifl next ses-
sion because of the inability to secure the
services of officers to do the work; then
it would be possible to make due inquiries
and satisfaction would follow. There is
some justification for the statement made
by the member for Beverley that refer-
ring this Bill to a select committee will
inlall probability mean that the Bill will
not be dealt with this session, because if
the report which appeared in the West
Australian is correct the Premier intends
to close down next week. At the sat-n
time let us iiot get away from the fact
that it will be far better to put off. the
t-onstrutini of a railway like this than
to build a line which will not serve a
useful purpose. That is the position.

Mr, Holman called attention to the
state of the House.

Bells rung, and a quorum formed.

.Mr. ANOWIN: The statement of the
Minister for Works that the railway from
Brooktou to Run jiunk would be the means,
of saving several thousands of pounds is
no argument when we take into consid-
eration the qnestion of construction.
Cheap railways might prove costly, and
for that reason I hope the argument will
have no hearing whatever onl hon. mem-
bers in considering this question. There
is one matter I wish to refer to, and I
would not have touched upon it if the
point had not been raised by the memober
for the district. I do not think in dis-
cussing a question of this kind we should
take into consideration who is or who is
not Coinig to be benefited by the coiistrtie-
tion of the line, and I regret that in deal-
ingr with this question the member for
the district should hai-e drawn attention
top the alleged fact that those who are
dissatisfied with the proposal of the Gov-
erment are those who cannot get this
railwkay to their own back yards. I main-
taml it is unfair criticism of the electors
in that district who sent that hon. mnem-
ber to the House. No doubt human
nature is strong and sometimes it mani-
fests itself in discussing a question of

this kind, while self-interest goes a long,
way in deciding the point at issue.

Mr. Harper: I said that everyone
could not expect to get the railway to
his hack -yard.

Mr, ANOWIN: I agree that the hon.
meniber~ said that, but he also said the
dissatisfaction came from those who could
not g-et a railway to their own back
yards. T think it comes with bad taste
from the member for the district, more
particularly as the proposal now before
Its will pLut a railway to his own back
yard. I want the best done for the dis-
trict, and I believe the Government will
try to (10 the best for the district; but
the iniplied promise of the Premier that
the advisor '- board should again visit
the district has lint yet been carried out.
1 think the Bill should be referred to a
select committee, and at the proper time
Ipropose to move in that direction,

Mr. BUTCHER (Gescoyne) : I do not
wish to hiave laid at my door the charge of
having opposed an agricultural railway,
hut if delay in a matter of this kind
meaiis defeat I am afraid I shall be half
inclined to support it, even at the risk of
incurring the wrath of the member for
Beverley. I know a good deal about this
district, having been interested in it long
before the member for Beverley was
elected, and all the representations made to,
ine by residents of the district go to show
that the railway should not go off from
Brook-ton, but from a point near Mft.
Kokehy, further uip towards Beverley. I
(10 not advocate Beverley, because that is
too far tip. Oiie argtumtent in favour of
carrying the line to Mt. Kok-eby is thatt
by so dioing- you are leading- towar~ds the
market all the time and so shortening the
distaince, whereas in this proposal the re-
verse obtains. The Premier says that all
the land is within a 121,' miles radius, but
hie forgets that the distance from the one
spur tine to the other is over 40 miles.
This is due to the fact that onl the
other spur line we go off in a sonutherly
direction and not at right angles to the
Great Southern line as in this case. If
this is nectessary I say it is only fair that
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-we should be consistent and Tun all our
spur lines at right angles.

The Premier: This line brings the
whole area within 121' . miles of some
railway.

Mr. BUTCHER: From the other spur
line we go 40 miles before starting this
]ine, and then we go off at almost right
angles which brings us within the ten-mile
radius. If we started off from Mt. Koke-
by and travei-ted a little to the south-ward
we would ser ve a large body of people who
will never be served if the line goes from
Brookton, while the people specially to
be served by the Brookion line woulJd still
he served by the Kokeby line.

The Minister for Works: How far
would you be off the Great Southern?

Mr. BUTCHER: How far are we off
the Great Southern nowi

The Minister for W~orks: We are run-
uing at right angles off it.'

Mr. B3UTCHER: But why adopt that
-is a principle now? None of the other
lines go off at right angles. The object
of the line should be to serve as many as
possible. If you go off at Mt. Jiokeby
you do this, but not if you go off at Brook-
ton. The Alt. Jiojeby project is only six
miles longer. From what I know of the
country I am inclined to support thre re-
ferring of the Bill to a select committee.

Mrx. BOLTON (North Fremantle):
Probably for the first time I am going to
oppose the construction of an agricultural
railway. If I -were convinced that this
had had proper inquiry, and that the
people who are resident and who advocate
that the startig point should be Mt.
K-okeby were satisfied with this I would
not raise my voice against the railway.
If I felt I could not support the railway
after due inquiry had been made I would
resume my seat without any further re-
marks. So cunvineed am I that the Gov'-
erment are committing an en-or in mak-
in,, Broolcion the starting point, that if
it is resolved to send the Bill to a select
committee and the reports from thart comn-
iitee and from the advisory board are

favourable to the line I pledge myself to
support the building of the raitway, even
though it starts from Brookton. So con-
vinced am I that this is a genuine request

from the settlers who will not he sen-ed
if the line starts from Brookton that I in-
tend to support the proposal that the Bill
be referred to a select committee. I have
been in that district and have come into
close contact with the settlers affected by
this line, a great many of whom have
visited the city within the last few days.
I do not claim to have such knowledge of
the country as is possessed by the member
f or York, but he should he at least sen-
sible enough to give credit to others for
knowing something about it. The argu-
ments put forward by the member for the
district mainly ranged round the report of
the advisory board dated 29th July of last
year. T almost expected to be called to
order so frequently did I interject that no
report had been made by the advisory
board in respect to this railway. I repeat
now that no report has been made by the
advisory board in respect to this railway
from Brookton to Kunj inn. The hon.
member heard my interjections but took
no notice of thenm. The report I have be-
fore me starts and finishes in much the
same tone. I do not want to occupy much
time, because my desire is to see the Bill
referred to a select committee; but the
report begins this way-

We beg to report on the question of
railway extension to open up the couin-
try lying between the Easterns goldfields
and the Great Southern, and extending
east approximately to the longitude of
Merredin and south to the latitude of
Narrogin. We are satisfied there are
large tracts of first-class land suitable
for wheat growing 'within this area.

I have read every word of the report and
no mention is wade of either the Brook-
ton to Ki~njinn line or the 2%t. Kokeby to
Kunjinn line. The board -we're asked to
report on the quality of the land in this
particular district, and only upon the
quality of the land and the possibility of
giving railway eonnnunicalion to that land
if it were found warranted. The report
is genuine enough, but to say that the ad-
visory board recommended the starting
point should be from Brookton is going
beyond plain truth.

The Premier: They said a Paint near
to it.

3446



[27 JANUARY, 1911.]147

Mr. BOLTON: The genera] expression
was givem that in providing a railway in.
that part of the country it should be
somewhere out from Bruookton or some-
where out from somewhere else; and when
the deputation waited on the Premier and
put the ease sufficiently strongly before
him he promised that the advisory board
should visit the district, not only the
Kopkebiv district but should visit both
Brookton and Kokeby and travel from
each of those centyes to Kunjinn. If the
question of route was to be discussed and
decided by the advisory board it was onl 'y
to -be expected that they would traverse
both routes. Had the advisory board
visited that district I am prepared to say
members would have accepted their report
as they have on no fewer than nine rail-
ways passed through the Chamber. Not
a word has been advanced ag-ainst the ad-
v'ice and report of that board. This is the
only railway put before members without
that report. Why? Is it that it would
be asking the board too much-would it
be shady to ask the advisory board to re-
port on this proposal becanse they would
not perhaps be as sweet on it as are the
Government?9 There is some reason for
not having the report of that advisory
board, and their report is due to members
of the Chamber. As for the appointment
of a select comamittee causing delay, there
must be a session within the next twelve
months, and in any case the first sleeper
will not he laid within that time; because
we cannot accept the statement thant the
Government wvili start each of these several
railways between this and next year. I
say the select committee would almost tinl-
ish their dnties by recommending that the
advisory board should visit the district
and go over the routes both of Kokeby
and Brookton and report to the House.
The select committee would have done
good work if they had done that alone.
Then. when Parliament again sits that
railway would be consented to, I believe,
with practically no discussion at all, be-
cause of the fact that -the advisory board,
gentleman whose integrity has never been
impeached or questioned by members of
this Chamber, would have made a report.
I ask for the report of that board before

I can declare niy vote. I know that it
caniuul be i'onglit forward because they
have not visited the district.

The Premier: Of couirse they have.
Mr. 1IROLTON-,: The advisory board

have not visited the district to report on
this railway.,

The Premier: They have visited the
district.

Mr. BOLTON: I repeat once more,
that the advisory board have never visited
that district to report on a Brookton-
Kurnjinn or Mount Kokeby-Kunjiun rail-
way, and all the interjections of the Pre-
mier will not divert me from that state-
went. Yet the settlers who waited on the
Premier were given to understand that the
board would visit the district, and it came
as a thunderclap when they saw amongst
the Orders of the Day for Parliament a
Bill. for a railway from Brookton to Kun-
jiunn when they had been led to believe
that their member, Mr. Harper, had been
working to have an independent report
made by the board as to the two routes,
and they even went so far as to include
Beverley. They were evidently misled,
because on New Year's Eve Mr. Muir,
not in the capacity 'of a member of the
board. but as the Inspector of Engineer-
ing Surveys, visited the district to in-
vestigate the contour of the land, and
for that alone. He did that, and. whilst
I have no doubt that Mr. Muir could
go over the district very much
quicker than members of this Par-
liament or any other layman, I shall
never believe that it would be pos-
sible for him to go over the route
from Mount Kokeby to RKujinn or
Brookton to Kiinjinn in the course of
three days; neither do I believe for a
moment that he wo% asked to do so. I
believe all that was -wanted was to find
the starting point from Brookton oir
Mfount Kokeby, and the starting points
only were visited by Mr. Muir. But if
that was sufflcient for the department, it
should not be thought sufficient for all
of us. With regard to every railway
proposal that has been submitted to Par-
liament this session there has been a r-e-
port by the advisory 'board, with this
one exception, and are we to be asked to
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swallow the proposal when, possibly, the
board cannot report favourably oil it?
It has bee'i argued by the Minister for
WVorks that thie people are already served
by the Vork-Quairadiug line, but a very
cute and cunnDing mea surement hans beeu
put onl the plan in this Chamber. taken
from the nearest point of a little elbow
that dips four or five wiles-not running-
at the anglte of -the Great Southern line,
but g-oing directly down, and working
towards the railway-in order to make
the distance 153 miles between that and
the proposed railway. It would be very
much fairer to say that the distance be-
tween the two railways would be 20 miles,
but the 'Minister for Works stated that
we might take it at 17 miles, with that
one exception. The settlers at Rally
Bally and County Peak have never been
able to cart to the Qutirading line; they
must cart into Mount Ko-keby, and yet
it is contended that bhey are within
12 / miles of the Quatrading line; it is
impossible for them to cart to Qualeading.

M~r, MAonger: There is no need for it;
they have a closer station.

Mr. BOLT ON: What is the closer
stationV

Mr. 'Monger: Beverley or Mount
Kokeby.

'Mr. BOLTON: Is County Peak 10
miles from Mount Kokeby? County Peak
averages nearly .3 bushels-it is there
where the good land is-and it is not 10
miles but 22 miles in some places from
the railway, and last year the settlers
had to cart their wheat 30 wiles or more.
Those people. I admit, are in some in-
stances within 10, miles of the Quairading
line, but, as I said before, they cannot
get to that line, and unless this railway
starts from Mount Kolceby these people
never can be served by a railway. One
the line is built it would be madness to
sggest another line running between the

Qunirading- and Brooktoin railways. What
is the object of this railway? To reach
Kunjino, a settlement that is sure to go
ahead very fast, and is it not better to
take the route which will serve more
settlers than to take it through an area
with less settlers?) Where does the diffi-
culty come in. The report -by Mfr. M-Nuir
said that M1ount Kokeby route would

serve the most settlers. but that the Brook-
ton route would servie the largest area.
What of? Not first class land. If every
acre of the Brookton land was first class,
and could be put under crop, it could
be said that the laud w-ould be taken up
all the way from Brookton to Kninjinu,
and would lead to greater settlement than
would the line from Molunt Kokeby to
El1unjiuri, It is said that we cannot study
the settlers already there, but they have
struggled on for years, they have heen
carting their wheat long distances, and
the profits onl their undertakings have
been very small compared with the profits
made by settlers in other districts. A
great portion Of th~e land is not taken tip,
because it is realised that only people
with capital can deal wvith the laud at
County Peak. Mcf-ean Brothers and the
MeCooks, and other people with means
are the only persons who can afford to
take up this land.

-Mr. Monger: What about the Forrests?
Mr. BOLTON: They rio not cart into

Mfount Kokehy.

Mr. Harper: Then where do they cart
to-?

Mr. BOLTON: They may cart to
Brooktou or to Beverley for all I know,
but they do not cart to Mount Kokeby.
In any case they are not in a big wvay in
that distict, but if they wne succesh-
fully farming in a big way there, that
would only add strength to my argument
that only people with money can do it.
That land is not taken up as the Mi&nister
for Works stated. The member for the
district must admit that the arguments in
favour of a reasonable delay in the con-
struction of this line, not the shelving of
it altogether, are worthy of some coasid-
eration. It is all very well to say that
certain settlers are served by a railway.
The hon. member's proper'ty is only nine
miles from Brookton, and he will not
consider that that is outside a fair cart-
ing distance. If the line is built it will
only be 11/ miles from his, place, and is
it to be argued that the line should not
go from Brookton because the hon. mem-
ber's land is already within a short dis;-
tance? That argument should not he
used by the Mlinister for Works.
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The Minister for Works: I said we
should not build lines for people within
a IS5-mile radius.

Mr. BOLTON: The difficulty is that
in building out fromn a trunk line every
settler for the first 15 miles is already
served by" that trunk line, and what is
the good of our advancing that argument
in regard to -this line when it is forgotten
in connection with others? In building
a spur line we are bound to go over coun-
try' that is already served for the first
1.) Miles. yet it is used as an arguiment
now that the settlers who were complain-
ig, that they could not have the railway

to their back doors, were airedy served
because they had only 15 miles *to cart to
MAount Kokeby. It must riot be forgot-
ten that the ril way is being built to serve
Iiiij in U.

Ailr. A. A. Wilson: It will be served
by the other railway as well.

.1r. BOLTON : Yes: I say that Kuin-
jiinu will be served by a line coming from
'Mount Kokeby' . I have already p~ointed
ouit that if we run the line from Brook-
ton ta, Knjinn, the settlers wvithbin the first
15 mniles are already served; the same
would be the ease with a line from Mount
Kt'kebyv to Kunjinn. but the line would
come in touch with more settlers from
that point onwvard to Kunjinn, and there
would be a better prospect of malking it
pay' in the near future than there would
he with a line from Brookton. Practi-
cally every acre between Mount Rokeby
and Kunjinn is first class land, and could
he put under crop within the first two
.yenais.

Mr. Foulkes: Do' Vou say that it is
not first cla',s land between Brookton and
Kunijilin ?

MAr. BOLTON: Not having visited the
district I am not able to say of my own
k-noivledire whether it is good or rint. but
if I take the views of men who are settled
on that country I am hound to say that
it is niot in it with the Mount Kokeby
route. To showv my fairness, I am almost
prepared to ask the bon. member who
knows the district, if he is game to stake
his reputation that the land from Brook-
ton to Kunjinn is equal to the land from
,)ount Kokeby to Kunjinn. But in any

ease I do niot believe that we should
always run the line through the best count-
try; the best country can look after itself.
it is the poorer class of country that
wants the assistance of a railway.

The Minister for Works: That is the
point.

Mr. BOLTON: That is the point, bnt
the Minister alwvays argues that a railway
wvill serve so much first class land. Ad-
mitting- that (ihe first 15 miles from the
Great Southern railway, whether along the
Mounct Kokcbv or Br okton route is
already' servedi, irresepective of whether
it lie go.)dt (r had country, I say there will
be a larg-er area tinder crop) and a greater
increase in the first 24 months if the line
is taken frnt 2Lunul Kokeb -v to Ktuijinni
than there etict ever he if the line is made
between Brookton and Kunjinn. If the
reference of this Bill to a select committee
meant that this hine would never be built
I would niot vote for thme appoiiitment of
time committee. If a select committee were
appointed to go into this question they
nmeed have but one sitting, and( that sitting
shouldl he to reconmneud that the advisory
b)oarId visit the district, go over the route-
from Mlount Kokeby to Kunjinn, and
front Brooki cii to Kunj'iii and make a re-
port and ( sulbluit ii to the House. Where
is the delay in that ? The select committee
can report, and the advisory board can
visit the district and make a report to
submit to the House.

Mir. Angwin: That means two sittings.

Mr. BOLTON: Well they can do it in
two following days. It is not that the
Committee cannot report. The objection
to a conmmittee is that there will not be
time to report, and the matter will lapse,
but Iundertake to say that members who
would go on the select committee would
pledge themselves to report. For my
part. if 1 can be shown a report by the
advisory board as to the two routes, I
will support whatever route the advisory
board advocate; but there has been no
i'ejport; aind fair minded members, whether
they know the district or not, must admit
tlint a little delay is jnstified, and that
a rey .,rt from the advisory board is abso-
lutely neessary. Are we expected to take
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the word of dhe Minister when the Min-
ister probably knows nothing about it?

The Premier: Of course you should
always take the Ministes word.

Mr~f. BOLTON:- Unfortunately the rules
of the House often make us take his word.
But what does the Minister for Works
know about practical railway building?
Only what hie gets from his responsible

The Minister for Works: What do
yen know about it!

Mr. BOLTON: Nothing; the same as
the lion. member; we are equal.

The Minister for Works: No, we are
not.

Mr. BOLTON: We are not equal in
some things, but 6he Minister does not
know anything about practical railway
building, and neither do I-just to keep
the Minister calm. He gets his informa-
tion from his responsible officers, and if
we accept it that he receives his infor-
miation from his responsible officers, is it
not fair that we should ask that the Mini-
ister should produce the report of the
advisory board? I ask whether the ad-
visory board recommended this route from
Brookton or Mount Kokeby? They can-
-not have done so. If we accept the Min-
ister's word as representing the advice of
his responsible officers, so we should get
it from his responsible officers in this re-
gard. I mean to say the advisory board
should give us a report as to which is the
best route for building this line in the in-
terests of the State. T am prepared every
time to accept the word of the man who is
on the spot and who is working on the
spot. I must do so.

Mr. Heitmaun: The trouble is they are
working on the two spots.

Mir. BOLTON: But we have heard not
one word in advocacy of the Brookton
proiposition from the Brookton-Kunjiln
people, whereas the IMount Kokebypeople
have been five years asking for a railway.
In fact the Brookton people were in-
tensely surprised -when they found they
were -oing to have a railway starting
from Brookton. There has been no battle
of routees between the Brookton people
alid thle M1ount Kokeby people. The
Brookton people have not asked for the

railway, and they have not refuted the
statements of the Mount Kokeby people,
because they are prepared to accept them,
knowing them to be just and fair. The
'Minister said that if this line was dipped
south from Mount Kokeby it would run
nearly parallel to the Great Southern
Railway, hut members can examine the
mnap for themselves. If the railway is to
touch anDywhere near Kunj inn, how can
it he possible; or how can it be possible
if they want it to go even further south?
No one would be foolish enough to ad-
vocate building a line running parallel to
the Great Southern. The Minister must
not take it that hon. members are babies.

The Minister for Works: But it would
run too close to the Qusirading line; it
would be within 15 miles.

11r, BOLTON: I admit it. I have ex-
pla~ined. how it comes about that it would
run 'within 15 miles at one point, the
little closest point on the sharpest elbow.
We do not know what shape a line will
take when we pass it. If we knew that
a line was to he run through certain
blocks and in certain directions, there
would be considerable criticism in dis-
cussing the proposal. We pass a line to
run straight through the country and
suddenly discover after it has been sanc-
tioned that it does not run straight, but
dips in one direction.

Mr. Heitman: That is allowed for
iii the deviation.

Mr. BOLTON: That is not a devia-
tion, to dip away to the extent of five
miles. The deviation is allowed only for
running from point to point. Now, is it
fair to make a measurement from the
bottom corner of that particular line, the
Quairading line, that does not run in the
same direction as the Great Southern,
hut is a line running in an entirely dif-
ferent direction, and say that, because
the Quairading line ait this point would
be within 15 miles oif the Mount Kokebv-
Kunjiun route, the whole route is within
1.5 miles of the Quairadin g line ? ft k,
not within 20 miles, if wve take the Qnsir-
ailing line generally. The starting point
of the Qusirading line is 40 miles froni
Brookton. Canl we reasonably expect
when we construct railways so far apart
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as their starting points that they will
come within 15 miles of one another?
No; it is only at one spot that these
lines come close together.

31r. Heitmann: But these people you
speak of are served by the tronk line.

Mr. BOLTON: Thlis railway is ex-
pected to be 50 miles in leng-th. I hare
said already that. starting either from
Brookton or iMount Kokebly, the people
within 15 miles of the trunk line arc al-
ready served; and I do not take them
into consideration: but if the line goes
from Brookton those people beyond 15
miles, from thle (hTeat Southern railway
in the district I have mentioned will
never get a railway; because as these
two railways are already 40 miles apart
at the starting point, no one would sug-
gest building anotlher railwa 'y between
the two, especially as they have a ten-
dency to dip towards one another.

Mr. Heitmann: What distance are
they apart 12 miles out from the Great
Southern tine?

Mr. 110LTON: I should imagine they
would be 25 miles.

Mr. Heitmnann : That is a radius of
only- twelve and a half miles, and vonl

say the other people are already served
by thle trunk line

Mr. Harper: They are only 12 miles
from a line.

Mr. BOLTON: The hon. member's
statement shows what reliance can be
placed on his figures. The very measnre-
iflents make the hon. member look abso-
lutely i vid iculous. With the starting
points 40 miles apart it would be impos-
sible for the people 12 miles out from
the trunk line to come within 12 miles
of either railway. I trust members will
not agree to the railway until the ad-
visory board have reported on the two
routes. I raised a protest in regard to
anothler railway where no information
was tabled; and if members pass this
raiway' without a report fromn the ad-
visory btard any member of this Minis-
try. or of ally other -Ministr , can intro-
ducee a railway Bill with members to
carry it without any report from a re-
.sponsihle authority, and pass it althoneh

it may be ani ab.,otiiie job iii the true
uleailing of tile wvord. Thet rejint or the
ilvLsoL'v board bave been reeeived with
such respect by all members of the (hant-
her that it would be safely left to th-ei.
Therefore, though I oppose the line being
built from Brookton, believing that the
advisory board should report on the pro-
position. I would be prepared to support
a line running- fronm Brooktou if [ could
get the advisory board to visit the dis-
trict and if. after reporting onl the two
routes;, til hev still recommend Brookton.
as thle starting point. The matter has.
been praeS ially promised by the Pre-
Mier, although I do not think Ile 'ha-;
bad the opportunity of carrying it out.
J desire tot give him thle opportunity of
earrin lout the prollise lie madie to thle
deputation. If he cannot do it ill time
t~ pas this Bill, lie shlould at least agre
that, inl order to carry (lit his proiu.
time should be given to the advisory
board to visit the district.

Mr. HARPER (in explanation):- The
lion, member Ilas said that the Brockton
people and the people to the east liave
not shown any interest in this railway;
but 'the people on whose behalf I speak
left it entirely to the advisory hoard; and
now that they find the Beverley people
at the eleventh hour taking a strong hand
in opposing the railway, and even ilt-
enough disposed to say, they would rather
see the Bill lost than carried, T have re-
ceived a. shecaf ouf wires from these people
to thle east of Brookton and all over
the district strongly resenting the action
of thle Beverley pe ople and those people
-with whom the mnember for North Fre-
mantle seems to have become acquainted.
I am sorry the hon. member has not made
the acquaintance of the Landscape people
and others out in that direction. If he
had formed such valuable Associations with
them as he has with tbhe County Peak peo-
ple he would not have opposed this rail-
way.

Mtr Holman: Is the hon. member in
(order in quoting wvires by way of explana-
tion?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member rose
in explanation as he is entitled to do but
lip is wide in his remarks.
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Mr. HARPER: I have wires to show
that the people alluded to by the member
for North Fremantle strongly reseat any
private individual action in this case.
They left it entirely in good faith to the
advisory board, though they had been pro-
mnised a railway for years, but as they
feel there is personal influence, being
brought to beat', they strongly resent it
as showvn in these wires. That is all I
wish to say.

31r. FOULKES (Claremont) :I attach
the greatest importance to the reports of
the advisory hoard. We can all agree on
this pointt that it is a great pity we dlid]
not have these advisory boards appointed
years ago wvith regard to the routes to be
adopted in set ring various districts re-
cently suppldied withI railways. I have
read the present report wvith the greatest
care. Unforiunately it does not seem so
definite as one would like the advisory
board's report to he. lin some cases they
never hesitate to express their opinions.
For instance they express iii very strong
terms the opinion that the proposed line
from Wagin to Darkein was not ivar-
ran ted, and the Governument had the g ood
sense to drIop the proposal.

The Premier: It is not dropped.
Mr. FOULKES: I hope it will be if

one atlaches any' importance to the ad-
visory board's report.

The Premier: We will deal with that
in good lime.

Mr. Holman: This is an important mat-
ter, and we are receiving good informna-
tion. I desire 'to draw attention to the
state of the House with four members on
the Government side.

Mr. Heitmana: And three on 'this.
Bells rung- and a quorum formed.

'Mr. SPEAKER: This is the second time
to-day that attention has been drawn to
the absence of d quorum in the Chamber.
If the matter is mentioned again 1 might
say I will not put the question if I am
satisfied that lion, members are within
the precincts of the Chamber. Some notice
must he taken of the weather conditions.

Mr. ANGWIN : Will you be good en-
oughl to informn me, Mr. Speaker, what

Stndn Ordr gides you iti coming to
that decision in regard to a quorum?

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the Standing
Order relating to a quorum is well konwa.
If the Speaker is satisfied that there is a
quorutm within the precincts of the House
hie is justified in saying so to the House.

.Ur. FOULKES: As I was saying, it
wvould appear ftom this report that in-
struictions were given to the advisory
boa rd regarding inspections on the eastern
side of the Great Southern Railway, and
the board seems to have dealt generally
witht the subject. They' say-

We are satisfied that there are large
tracts of first class land suitable for
wheat g rowing within this area, which
canunot possibly be exploited without
ratilwvay facilities, and we suggest the
accomp)anying scheme of railway ex-
tension to meet the case.

Front that I take it the board revommend
the construction of this line from Brook-
ton to Kunjinn. U'nfortunately they om-
mitted to set out the class of land that
exists between those two places, but the
whole scheme of railway construction
seems to have been suggested by them.
They stiggest Wickepin to Mferredin, and
also another loop from Wickepin to Kur-
renikutteu via Kulin, then also the Quair-
ading extension eastward to junction with
the proposed Wickepin-Mfen'edin line, and
that these railways should take precedence
over others. I have only risen to say that
in the face of the report of the advisory
board-and it seems to me a recommenda-
tion-if we are to attach any importance
to the recommendation it is difficult to i-
nore it. All the same I should be glad to
have seen a better description given of the
country existing between these two places.
Unfortunately no information has been,
given with regard to the character of the
country there. The Minister for Works
stated that the best plan was to construct
railways through poor country. I do not
know whether hie was speaking- seriously,
but that is the construction I put upon it.

Mr-. Heitmann: If poor land could be
used profitably would you not construct a
railway through it 7

Mr. FOULKES : It remains to be
proved whether poor land can be used
profitably. Having regard to this rep~ort
of the advisory board I do not see how we
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can shut our eyes to the fact that the board
definitely recommended that this railway
should be constructed from Brookton to
Ruajina, and the report is signed by
Messrs. Paterson, Johnson, Lowrie and
Mfuir. All the same I consider that the
time has arrived when fuller repqrts
should be given by the advisory board wi th
regard to these projects. I suppose the
board did not have much time to prepare
reports, at any ' rate, this report does not
give sufficient information. I have, how-
ever, suifficient confidence in 'Messrs. Low-
rie and l'atersmn to lead me to support
the construction of this particular line.
With regard to Mount Kokeby, I know
that le-ssrs. P'aterson and Lowrie are
familiar withi that country, and if they
thought that the line should have gone
from there I am sure they would have re-
commended that the starting point should
have been at that place.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson)
I cannot help thinking that some
hon. members who have addressed
themselves to the subject of this
Bill, anad railway conistruction wvork,;
generally. have not g-rasped what
the advisory board wvere really ap-
pointed for. The advisory board "were
appointed nine months ago in order to
advise the Government as to the further
,extension of agricultural railways through-
out the agricultural areas. It was never
intended that the board should take upon
themselves the duties of classification offi-
cers; it would be impossible for them to
give the necessary time to carry out that
duty effectively. Their duty was to tra-
verse the country generally and see as
much of it as they could in their journey-
ings and get generally an idea of its
value for agricultural purposes, and re-
commend generally the route for a rail-
way which would serve the district they
were passing- through. The ultimate clas-
sification of the land is left to the officers
of the Lands Department, who follow the
advisory board. They make a survey and
classify closely, as has been done for some
time past. The starting point, in many
instances, has been definitely recoin-
mended by the advisory board, but in
other instances the advisory board have

not bound themselves dowvn, to any great
extent, with regard to 'the exact starting
point of an agricultural railway. They
have generally indicated it, and in this
instance, they have suggested that the line
should commence at a point somewhere
near Brookton. Hon. members have
made a great point of the fact that these
lines are being projected to serve certain
other lhon, members or, perhaps, indi-
viduals. and that everyone is endeavouring.
to get a railway to his or her back door,
as the ease may he. I want to point nit
that it is the polie y of the G4overnment to
bring the railway systei of t his State as
near to the back door of every settler as
possible. We cannot take the line to
every settler's back door, but we are en-
deavouring- to bring every settler within
15 miles of the railway system. that being
considered the legitimate limit for thle
profitable carting- of wheat and for pro-
fluce. In this istance the advi-sory hoard
was asked to report on the landz between
the Eastern Goldfields railway and the
Great Southern Railway, and extending.
east approximately to the lon.gitude of
Mferredini and south to the latitude of
Narrogin. MyT original request was that
they should examine the lands to the east
of the Great Southern r-ailway anti south
of the Eastern railway, right down as far
as Stirling Riange, and that they should
recommend to the Glovernment what fur-
ther railway extensions, other than towse
to which the Government were committed
as part of their policy, should be under-
taken to best serve the settlers. This is
the report-

We beg to report Oil the qulestion of
railway extension to open uip the coun-
try lying between the Eastern Goldfields
Railway and the Great Southern Rail-
way and extending east approximately
to the longitude of Men'edin and south
to the latitude of Narrogin.

And attached to that report is a sketch
plan showing the several railways. The
red lines on the plan clearly indicate that
the advisory board have examined that
country, and I know from my own per-
sonal knowledge that they did it well and
effectively, and they recognise that these
railways should be constructed there or
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thereabouts. It is idle for the member
for North Fiemantle to say that there
is no report from the advisory board and
that they h6ve never visited this district.
He is trying, to mislead the House.

Mr. Bolton.- I never said so, and I
never said the advisory boar had not
visited the district. I said there was no
report from the advisor 'y board as to the
railway between Brookiton anid Kunjinn,
or from Mt. Kokeby to Kunjinn.

The PREMIDER: I say there is a re-
port from the advisory board, and I have
just proved it. They examined this coun-
try and examined it effeetively, and they
attached a plan to their report, and they
recommended that this line should start
from a point near Brookton to where
Kunj inn is situated.

Mr. Bolton: Where is Brook ton?
The PREMIER: It is shown on the

maps at the end of the line.
Mr. Bolton: Who said so?
The PRElAfER: I sayv so. and if the

hon. member will remain quiet he will
soon be satisfied. Theii the advisory
board proceed in their second paragraph
to state-

We arc satisfied that there are large
tracts of first class land suitable for
wheat growing within this area.

That is this area between the Eastern
goldfields railway and the Great Southern
railway, and extending approximately to
the longitude of Mferredin and south to
the latitude of Narrogin. embracing Mt.
Kokeby. Then they go on-

Wie are satisfied that there are large
tracts of first class land suitable for
wheat growing within this area, which
cannot possibly be exploited without
railway facilities, and we suggest the
accompanying scheme of railway ex-
tension to meet the case.

What is the scheme? It is attached to the
report. and there is no sug-gestion that
this line should be built from any other
place hut Brookton. They go on-

In mapping out approxKimate route,
as marked in this scheme, we have en-
deavoured to place such routes% as
nearly as practicable 25 mile,; apart. as
it iq our contention that 2.5 mile., will
he found A nlesirable mlaximum to b~e

adhered to as closely as possible, only
to be modified of course by such cir-
cumstances as the contour of the coun-
try or capacity of the land.I

You could not have anything clearer thirt
that. Noxv paragraph 3 reads-

In this scemete suggested we have
not altogether succeeded in defining
routes so that no selection shall be
further than 121/ (hr 13 miles; from a
railway l ine, for the reason that the ex-
isting lines, and especially existing
spur lines, have not been laid down as
units of a broad comprehensive sys-
tem, and it is conseq~uently the more
difficult to connect them up in accord-
ance wvith this limit of 25 miles.

That refers to the Quairading line which,
of course, hion. members. know, from a
practical point of view ought to have
started from a point near to Beverley,
and not from York as it did.

kMr. Bolton:, This is the same trouble.
The PREMIER: It is just what the

hon. nemnbcr is advocating. The very
error committed in commencing the
Qnairadinl- line from York instead of
from near Beverley he would have 116

repeat in regard to starting this line from
Mouint Kokeby. Now paragraph 4 of
this report reads-

'We have considered the Wickepin-
Merredin line as the backbone of this
scheme of extension, as it is likely
to become a line of importance for
through traffic of coal, timber, fruit,
potatoes, bnid other produce from the
South-West to the Eastern goldfields,
seeing its construction would shorten
tile distance by miore than 50 miles.

That is the point. The backbone of the
whole scemne is the line from Wiekepin
to Mferredin. providing a shorter route
from the South-West to the goldfields'
markets, and all these other lines, are
subsidiary to that, all complementary.
Let us; see what they say about Brook-
ton.

Mr. Bolton: Yon cannot find anythirur
about Brnokton there.

The PRE~fiER: Oh, yes. I carl. This
is what they say about it. After touch-
ing, on the extension of the Quairaditiw
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line and dwelling upon the proposed loop
from Wickepin, or Yeremilling I think
it is called, they go on to this proposed
line. Paragraph 8 reads-

The proposed line as shown coloured
red on the plan from the Great South-
ern railway near Brooton-

-The lion, member says Brookton is not
mnentioned.

to the proposed Wiekepin-Merredin
line near Kunjinn, 47 miles, is estimated
to cost £67,000, including rails and fas-
tenings. The area served would be
263,000 acres, of which 08,000 have
been alienated. In this area, of course,
there is not included any land on the
route within L12 miles of the Great
Southern railway and 12% miles of
the proposed through line from Wie-
kepiii to Merredin.

This is the signed, official report.
Mr. Bolton: What report did you give

bon. mnembers
The PREMIER : This is the same, this

is the official report.
Mr. Bolton: Does that mention the

rival routes of Brookton and Mount
Kokeby?

The PREMNllER: It embraces the whole
district. They have examined the whole
district and this is the conclusion they
have come to- You might as well ask
have they not considered Pingelly or
some other point on the line?

MT. Bolton: That report was made
prior to the deputation waiting on you.

The PREMIER: Yes, f will come to
that. I hove shown that the hon. member
has been misled by something he has or
has not read. The report js very full and
complete. The advisory board was never
intended to go beyond the general prin-
ciple, and the general routes they recom-
mend, leaving of course the starting
point and the actual route to be the out-
come of a proper survey and reCOMMen-
dalion by the engineers of the Works De-
partment. Now we come to the point
that a. deputation waited on me. it
was an influential deputation. It waited
on me to endeavour to get this route
changed from a point near Brookton to
a point near Monunt Rokeby.

Mr. Angwin: Brookton is not men-
tioned.

The PREMIER: I say it is mentioned,'
I have read it from the report.

Mr. Davies: The deputation knew no-
thing about that line,

Tbe PREM1IER: They did. The par-
ticulars were published in the West Aus-
tralian lourg before. I gave the Press the
reports, and as soon as the House met I
put them on the Table. If the deputation
did not know, why did they come to me;
what need was there for them to come
to me and combat the proposal if they
did not know of its existence?

Mr. Angwia: Yon did not at that time
intend to build the railway.

The PREMIIER: I did. Of course I1
intended to huild the railway. I intend
to build hundreds of mniles, even thous-
ands of miles if I remain in office.

Mr. Angwin: I do not mean eventually,
1 mean immediately.

MNr. Bolton: Read your reply to the
deputation.

The PREIMR: I will do so. I have
not time to read all that these gentle-
men said, but I will get down to my
reply. In replying I recognised that it
was an influential deputation, and of
course repudiated any idea that the old
settlers of Western Australia should be
omitted from. our programme of railway
construction, because I recognised that
they were entitled to that consideration
and should receive it.

Mr. Bolton: They have not got it yet.

The PREMIER:- They have got it. I
want to point out that we had a large
amount of work in hand, and I was not
sore then that we should be ahie to put
this measure through the House during
the present session. However, I am happy
to say the House has helped me in get-
ting our railway Bills through, and we
are going to start on a progressive policy
of railway construction which will ad-
vance the interests of Western Australia
as they have never before been advanced.
I wound up my reply with those prom-
ises to which the hon. member has re-
ferred-
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Mr. Bolton: You promised that the
advisolry board would visit the district,
yet you have decided upon the matter
without that visit.

The PREMIER: I concluded my reply
by sayinp,-

And I feel sure that after having
referred this matter again to the ad-
visory board-as I will after your re-
presentations this morning-we shall
get a route suggested to us which will
he satisfactory- to the great majority.
In conclusion let ine say* tliat the ques-
tion of tlie bat tic of routes has always;
been. ilin' y experience, the greatest
obstaele to railway construction. As
T see ' ou are fairl 'y uinanimous I hope
you wvill be unainimousi in accepting
whatever dlecisions; the adivisory board
and the railway engrineers give as to
the best route for this railwvay connec-
tion. in order that there will be no
delay when onlce we have got their
decision.
Mr. Davies: The advisory board has

not been there since.
'Phe PRE2IIER: I sent this on to my

colleague wvith this minnte-
You will notice that the deputation

was unanimou; -that the line should
start from Mount Kok-eby or near
thereto, going generally in a south-
easterly direction. I shall he glad if
the advisory' board could inspect this
route as it seems that it would serve
the grealest number Of Settlers. We
eoulil then provide onl the Loan Esti-
mates, and introduce a measure next
session.

'rhis was slut oni to [ lie Minister for
W~orks, and he passed it n to the ad-
visory hoard. Mr. Paterson. the chair-
nia, -if thle advisory board, replied as
fullows:

In reply to your memo of 5th De-
cember. 19110, re commencing point of
pmliW.Cel railwvay eastward from the
GreMt Southern line near M.%ount Koke-
by or Hronkton, the advisonry board re-
eo,_nTi'e thant the actual commencing
point of this proposal is subject to the
natuiral contour of the country and
must be definitely fixed by the engin-

ceeis after sur-ey. We recommend that
alternative trial surveys be made from,
say, a point south of Mount Kokeby in
a south-easterly direction, and also near
Brookton so that the matter can be
fully considered relative to costs and
grades.

He leaves it to the engineers. Here is the
inmute to hint from my colleague-

For your information Mr. Muir has
been instructed to proceed at once to
the district in question to make the
necessary- report anti recommendation.
Mr. Bolton: What date was that?
The PREMIER: It is dated 3rd of

January.
Mr. Bolton: He went away in Decm-

ber: hle returned oin that date.
Mr'. SPEAKER: I must ask the niem-

hler for Northt Fremantle not to continue
these interjections.

The PREMIER: What oil earth does
thme hon. member w-ant to get at? The
eninneer was instructed to make imme-
diate inspection and report, and the fact
thant that was minuted to me on the 3rd
January, afier lie had gone, does not
prove anything detrimental to the board.
Now. this is Mr. Muir's report-

In accordance with your instructions
received I beg- to report that I exam-
ined the country from Kokeby and
Brookton on the Great Southern rail-
way east 'vard to Kunjinn wvith a view
of definitely fixing the commencing
point of the railway recommended by
the advisory board. After a careful
inspection of the country I have come
to the conclusion that it would be in-
ndlvisablc to make Brnokton the corn-
mnencement point of the proposed rail-
way. A line fromt Mount Kokeby
would certainly give better grades for
a proportion of the distance, but it
would be some six miles longcr and
would cost about £8,000 more than the
direct easterly line. Moreover, by
making Brookton the starting point
and going generally in an easterly di-
rection the country as a whole is much
better served, that is a larger proper-
tion of Fhe district would be brought
within the limit fixed for the proper
development of the country. I attach
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a plan which clearly explains the whole
proposition.

And here is the plan.

Mr. AngwiR: It is not worth the paper
it is written on.

The PREMIER: Here is the plan.
What does it show? It shows that with
the proposed route for this line and the
extension of the Quairading line there is
no portion of the whole of this vast area
lying between the Eastern railwvay and
the Great Southern, and thle longitude of
Mferredi n southI and latitude of Narro-
gin east. or only' 46,000 acres wvhich
comes outside the 121 miles limit from
.some point of the railway. There is not
one acre farther awayv than 153 miles from
some point of the railway if this scheme
be carried out. The evidence is con-
elusively in faori of the suggested start-
ing point and route. And if we are going-
to carry out the scheme ot bringing the
residents within reasonable distance of
the railway we must not allow the in-
terests of some hon. members who are in-
fluential and who are in strong evidence
in this agitation to stand in the way.

Sitting suspended from I to .30 p.m.

The PREMIER: I was pointing out
that there were only 46,000 acres out of
the whole of the area that did not come
within 121,1 miles of any point on the line
,prop~osed to be constructed. I wish it to
be clearly understood that the policy of
the Government is to serve the whole of
our settlers if possible, that is unless the
natural contour of the country prevents
us from so constructing our railways. Our
policy is to lay down lines so that every
selector shall be within measurable dis-
tance of zrailway facilities. Had that
policy been carried out in the early days
when the Quairading line was constructed,
I venture to sayv it would never have found
its starting point at York, it would have
been some miles farther south. verv munch
nearer to Beverley if not at Beverley it-
self. Then we would have avoided that
awkward position which we have to face
to-day and which means that two railway
lines are running through one area, at an
angle it is true, but for many miles run-
ning within a short distance of each oilier.

The member for North Fremantle wishes
to perpetuate this evil.

Mr. Bolton: I want to prevent it.
The Premier: He may think he does,

but his advocacy of the railway line which
it is proposed to constr-uct from a point
near Brookton is that it should start from
Aft. Kokebv.

Mr. Bolton: I ask for a select corn-
muittee.

The PREMIER: The lhon, member
know,, what a select committee means.
He knowvs full well that if this measure is
stubiited to a select committee it is
tantamount to deferring the construction
for 12 months.

Mr. Angwin: The people in the dis-
tict w-ant it shelved.

The PREMIER: They do not want it
shelved; it is only' a section of the people,
whlo have nmade themselves very evident
during the past week or two lobbying
memb~ers to get the starting point altered.
I do not know any of them personally.
r cannot tell who tJhe owners of the land
are. either east of IKokeby or Brookton.
I onlyv know that the member for Bever-
ley has an estate down there, and I think
the member for North Fremantle has rela-
tives who have some land somewhere east
of the Great Southern Railway.

Mr. Bolton : Not an inch, I assure you.
The PREMER: I thought they had.

Anyhow, that is all I know. I do not
know of any lhon, member or private in-
dividual personally who owns land east of
the Great Southern Railway opposite
those points. I am perfectly unbi-
assed, and my object is to avoid con-
sti-ucting- a line which will, for a certain
number of miles, follow the direction of
the main line already in existence. I
maintain if we are to serve this district
properly we must construct the railway
as prop~osed in the Bill before the House,
and by that means it will not be said that
we are giving undue preference to any
settler, hecause we shall be bringing all
Ihe settlers within the distance I have re-
ferred to. I have p~roved, I think, to the
House that the adviscory board did report
and reported very fully in connection with
this project, as fully as was necessary and
as fully, indeed, as they have reported on
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any other project, and I fail to see why
exception should be taken and a further
report asked for, and why indeed the pas-
sing of the measure should be delayed for
one moment. It is easy to argue that we
will not be able to carry out the construc-
tion of the line for some time; some mem-
bern made it a year, others six months,
and some two years. The same argument
has been advanced in connection with the
other propositions, but I venture to think
it is our duty to pass the measures, if they
are justified, and then leave it to the ad-
ministration to make the best arrange-
ments they can to expeditiously carry out
the works. At any rate we are doing this
much for our people, we are giving the
advantage, that we are letting the existing
selectors and the new selectors know that
Parliament has approved of the construc-
tion of the railway, subject, of course, to
the necessary deviations to meet engineer-
ing difficulties, and that the Parliament of
this State has approved of the railways to
be placed in the -position stated approxi-
irately, and that therefore they can safely
go on with the development of their pro-
perties and the expansion of their indus-
ties in order that they may get the
greater benefit from the results of their
]lhours we all hope for. I hope the House
will agree to pass this Bill and that no
amendment will be made.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

To n/fer to Select Committee.
Mr. AXOWIN moved-

That the Bill be referred to a select
cominrttee.

There could be no stronger argument
in favour of adopting this course than
the words which had been uttered by
the Premier. When hon. members had
unader discuission. the York to Quairading
Bill it would be remembered that an
attempt was made by the present
leader of the Opposition to refer the
Bill for the construiction of that line
to a select committee, as it was clearly
understood that the line was not being
constructed in the best interests of the
settlers of that district and the State
generally.

Mr. Monger: Do you remember his
authority ?I

Mr. A&OWTN:; There was the Pre-
mier' s authority to-day, which was
sufficient.

M r. Scaddan : It has been proved
that I adopted the right attitude.

Mr. ANGWIN: That railway had
started from the wrong point, it should
have started from somewhere about
Beverley instead of York, and if they
had to build it again the starting point
would certainly be near Beverley.

The Premier: You want to wake
a mistake again.

Mr. ANC4WIN: There was no desire
to do anything of the kind. A mistake
had been made in the past, and to-day
he wished, by referring the matter to
a select committee, to avoid a repetition
of that mistake.

The Premier: And shelve the Bill.
Mr. ANGWIN: The Premier thought

that the appointment of a select com-
mittee would have the effect of shelving
the Bill. He disagreed with the Premier
and hoped hon. members on the Minister-
iall side would take the matter seriously
into consideration. For some years a
railway proposition in that district
had been under consideration. It had
been felt by the large majority of the
settlers there that a railway line suitable
to them would be a railway constructed
from somewhere near Mt. Kokeby.
The advisory board casually went over
a very large area and they reported.
and the Premier read their report, that
a railway in the interests of the settlers
of that district should junction about
Mt. Kokeby.

The Minister for Works: Somewhere
near Brookton.

Mr. ANGWIN: Mt. Kokeby was
mentioned. The report of the advisory
board was so unsatisfactory that a large
deputation waited on the Premier in
the first week in November and asked
him to take into consideration the
starting point of this railway, and the
reply of the Premier to that deputation
implied that the report from the advisory
board received then was not satisfactory,
and he promised the deputation de-
finitely he would again send the advisory
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board to the district for the purpose
of ascertaining what the proposition
was, or which would be the best place
to start the railway from. That promise
had not been carried out.

The Minister for Works:- It has been
carried out.

Mr. ANOWIN: According to the
papers which the Premier had read
out it had not been carried out. The
Premier had stated in reading the
correspondence on the file that he had
referred the matter to the Minister
fpor Works, who no doubt referred
it to the advisory board. Mr. Pater-
son, the chairman of the board,
advised that an engineer should be sent
there for the purpose of making a survey,
one from Brockton to Kunj inn and
another from Mt. Kokeby to Kunjinn.
What do we find ? The engineer was
sent there, and according to his (Mr.
Angwin's) informants, who were
gentlemen holding public postions
in that locality, this officer was in con.
versation with some of them on the
Monday and on the Wednesday he had
returned from his trip to Kunj inn.
Could any engineer possibly make an
inspection of the route to decide in
what locality the line should be built
in so short a time. It was impossible.
The line should be constructed so that
it would be in the best interests of the
settlers. The member for Gascoyne,
who knew the country well, stated that
it would be detrimental to the interests
of the district if the line junctioned at
Brookton. If the Premier intended to
close down next Wednesday of course
it would be impossible to obtain the
report from the select committee, but
there was no reason why we should
prorogue on Wednesday. The feeling
in the district was so strong that people
living in the district had asked several
members to defeat the Bill rather than
that the line should be constructed
as proposed.

The Minister for Lands: How many?
Mr. ANOWIN : A deputation of

five or six persons, public men living
in the district. Though we occasionally
had repeated requests made to alter
the junction of a railway, or the route

of a railway, he never remembered
previously of any person advocating
that a Bill should be defeated rather
than that it should go through as the
Government proposed.

The Minister for Lands: Pure selfish-
ness.

Mr. ANGWTN: It showed that
the line was not in the interests of the
people settled in the district. There
might be a little self interest, but people
had to consider the best interests of
the State. It was only a short railway,
and no one could accuse him (Mr. Ang-
win) of trying to block an agricultural
line ; no one could accuse him of not
supporting a Governent railway,
except the Bullfinch line. Unless this
point was settled by referring the
Bill to a select committee some in-
justice might be done to the settlers
in the district.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: One
need say but little because he did not
want to encourage in any way a second
reading debate. He ventured to think
that the member had not made out a
case that in any way answered the
great case of the distance of this line
as compared with the distance of the
Mt. K~okeby line from the Quairading
railway.

Mr. Angwin: The committee would
settle that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
was no doubt the committee would
settle it very quickly and the House
would settle it by sending the Bill
to a select committee. It had already
been settled, for it could be settled on
the information that had been given
to members. With the construction
of the railway the whole area would be
completely served by such a network
of railways that every block within
reasonable distance of some line would
be served. The same thing could not
be contended if the line started from
Mt. Kokeby. From a railway point of
view, if the line started at Mt. Kekeby
the annual running cost would be greater
and this district would not be so 'well
served.

Mr. Collier: How is that7
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The' MINISTER FOR WORKS : There
was the increased mileage. The large
proportion of the people who complained
against the Brookton starting point
were people nearly all living within
15 miles of the Great Southern Railway.
It had been said all those who had
spoken were in favour of the Mt. Kokeby
starting point. Those who favoured
a railway proposition did not usually
waste time by speaking, it was always
the opposition that made themselves
energetic and most busy. 'Naturally
those who were dissatisfied expressed
their dissatisfaction, while those who
were content did not make any effort
to advertise their contentment. There
was one point raised lie wished to
refer to. that was the question of the
quality of the land. The member for
Claremont said he (the 'Minister) had
urged that poor land should be supplied
with railways. Nothing of the kind
was said by him. Tt would be a rather
remarkable statement to make. What
he did say was-and it was a remark
he was prepared to repeat-if we had
both first and second class land, and if
the second class land was capable of
successful cultivation with reasonable
facilities, it was the duty of the State
to give those facilities. The man who
had the second class land, at all events,
required as much, perhaps more con-
sideration than the man who rejoiced
in the possession of a more fertile area;
therefore, the comparative value of two
areas should not be considered unless
one of the two areas was impossible of
profitable cultivation. Rather than kill
the Bill by sending it to a select com-
mittee it should have been killed by a
straight out vote on the second reading.

Mr. i1f(RPHY: There were certain
things in connection with railway pro-
posals that members of the House could
know nothing about, and those who did
not know were called upon to give a
vote of as much importance as that of
members who knew all about the line ?
There was one thing that those members
who were in an unfortunate or unique
position like himself required before they
were called upon to give a vote, and that
was the report of the advisory board.

The report was lacking in this particular
instance. It had been furnished, as far
as he knew, in regard to every other
agricultural railway this session.

The Minister for Works: It is here.
Mr. MURPHY: One single copy,

which would take members, if it had to
go right round, three weeks to make
themselves acquainted with its contents.

Mr. 'Monger: It had been lying on
the Table since the 19th October.

31r. MURPHY: And no doubt the
hon. member himself had not read it.
Whether it had been on the Table
since 19th October or the 19th August,
this was the first time he (Mlr. Murphy)
had had it in his possession, and he
was called on to give a vote for the
Government proposal, or whether the
pr-ojet should be referred to a select
committee. This was the first agricul.
tural railway that he ever renmemnbered,
since he had been in the House, that
a deputation from a particular district
had been so much interested in preventing
becoming an accomplished fact, as to
send a deputation to interview members
of the H-ouse. This deputation had not
interviewed him ; in fact lie did not
know the deputation was at the House,
but hie had come to the conclusion that
this railway should have further con-
sideration. This railway should be de-
layed because those who were directly
interested had thought it of sufficient
importance to come to the House and
try to point out to individual members
that a select comnmittee should be
appointed. Suppose the select com-
mittee was appointed. The gentlemen
who came here and formed the deputation
would be able to produce evidence to
show that the proposal of the Govern-
ment was not in the interests of their
district. How long would that delay
the railway ? One year, and he did not
think either the district or the State
would go bankrupt because the railway
was delayed for one year. It was very
much better to delay the railway for
one year than to have what was flashing
through his mind, a doubt as to con-
structing it along the route proposed
by the Government, thus inflicting a
life-long injury on a large class of deser-
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ving settlers. 'Many members had a
doubt, and had given expression to it,
and until that doubt was removed he
was not inclined to give his vote to
inflict an injustice on any body of settlers
in the State.

Mr. HARPER: 'Mr. Renmick was said
to have spent only three days on his trip
but he left Perth on the Saturday, arrived
at Beverley the same day, left Beverley
on Monday at noon for Mlount Kokeby
and returned to Beverley on the Friday
evening, during the interval taking trial
surveys of the land. The advisory
board having already decided that Brook-
ton was the correct starting point of the
line, it was left to the engineers to say
whether there were any- engineering
difficulties ;and it was fairly shown from
the engineer's report that there wvould
be a saving of £8,000 in starting from
Brookton, and that there would be a
saving of six miles in distance. By
scaling the map it would be found that
16 miles out from York the Qnairading
line was only divided from the Great
Southern Railway near Beverley by
about 11 wiles. lIt would not be fair
to defeat this Bill by sending it to a
select committee. Those who were pro-
posing a select committee wvere not
friends of the farmers, and they were
acting against what wvould be a very
important matter for the district. It
was shown by the Minister for Works
that with few exceptions those opposing
the measure were personally interested.
The people of the district accepted the
assurance of the advisory board, and
it would be a disgraceful position for
the House to defy them. It was strange
there were so many against the Bill.

Mr. Davies: It is because it is a one-man
railway.

Mr. HARPER: That was not the
ease. The advisory board went over
the country and decided on the line
before he purchased any land in the
district. He had not interfered in any
way with the railway. He was anxious
to get a line passed through whether
the starting point was at one place or
the other; but the advisory board
having decided that the line should start

from Brookton, he supported that route.
As to the deputations that waited on
the Premier, they were all people in
the back country who did not care where
the line started from so long as it ran
out to serve them. The stumbling block
regarding the Mount Kokeby route
was the fact that it would be running
too much parallel to an existing line.
If members knew the hardships these
people suffered they would not try to
defeat the measure. It would be a
serious injustice to them if the Biii were
referred to a select committee and the
railway delayed for a couple of years.

Mr. 17OLTMAN: Knowing nothing
of that part of the State, and having
listened to the argwinents advanced,
he was satisfied we should have a select
committee to have mocre information.
No doubt the member for B3everley caime
forward on this question and put up a
strong argumient, but it was time a
different policy was adopted. Instead
of leaving railway Bills to be passed in
the last dying days of the session, they
should be introduced earlier to give
members a chance to get information,
and to give the people in the various
districts an opportunity of setting
forth their views. It was absolute
twaddle for the member for Beverley
to say that anyone supporting. the amend-
menit was opposed to the farmers. All
the lion. member hiad to go on was the
fact that he held a big area in the district
which would be materially benefited
by the building of the line. He (Mr.
Holmnan) would be sorry indeed if he held
land in a plaee and came forward to
advocate a railway to serve that land
as the hion. member did. It brought
forward another fact. When the Works
Estimates were before the House, and
a certain officer was in prominence, it
was a remarkable thing that immediately
after the trip was taken by that officer-
and the member for Beverley was down
on the trip with him according to what
was said in the House to-day-the lion.
member came forward strongly ad-
vocating an increase in that officez~s
salary.

The Minister for Works: The member
for Beverley was not with Mr. Muir.
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Mpr. Bolton: 1 say he went down
mn the same carriage with him.

Mr. HOLAN I heard the statement
made in the House to-day that the hon.
member was on that trip with Mr. Muir.

Sir. Jacoby:; It is not true.
Mr. HOLMAN:- At any rate the

statement was made in the House and
certainly the member for Beverley
strongly advocated an increase in Air.
Muir's salary. There was nothing in
that, because he (Mr. Holinan) also
advocated the increase. We should pay
these officers decent salaries to place
them in a position where they were
independent of everybody. Submitting
the Bill to a select committee would not
delay the construction of the line. It
was impossible to build the lines already
passed. If the reports were ready so
long ago there was nothing to stop
the Government introducing the Bills
and having the second readings moved,
thus allowing the people to make every
inquiry and send along information.
The only information now available was
from a few interested people. According
to the Minister for Works, instead of
diverting railways to tap rich country.
we should extend them to tap the
poorer land.

The Minister for Works: I did not
say that ; I said that if second-class
land was capable of profitable cultivation,
we must provide facilities to enable it
to be cultivated.

Mr. HOLMAN: That was exactly
the same thing, and it was a good policy,
because holding richier land recom-
pensed a man for not having a railway,
and it was necessiary to recompense the
man holding poorer land by giving him
a railway. It was a mistake to divert
the true course of a railway to tap
rich li ~tle parts. We should have evi-
dence to show what starting point would
suit the imuost peCople and the best
interests of the State, and we should
take some example from what occurred
year after year, and have the measures
brought down earlier in the session
to give ample time for inquiry. It
was disgraceful conduct of business to
put a number of measures through at
one sitting after Standing Orders were

suspended, and put them through with-
out their getting proper consideration,
preventing people in any part of the
State sending forward informationm The
sooner an alteration was made in this
regard the better it would be for all.
Because members asked for information
and that the matter should receive a
little more consideration, they were
accused of obstructing the business or
of attempting to do some damage to
the agricultural industry ; but no
measure placed before the House inf a
satisfactory manner in connection with
the agricultural industry received the
slightest opposition from members of
the Opposition. Some members on the
Government side were willing to refer
this Bill to a select committee because
they had some knowledge of the part
of the State affected, but it was a pity
that, instead of blindly following the
Government on any question brought
forward, they had not adopted the same
policy in regard to other matters. It
would teach those members that in
future, if they had the opportunity of
being in the House, they should not
give the Government the same servile sup-
port as they now gave on every occasion.
Because just as good a case for a select
committe had been made out in regard
to otheri measures.

_Mr. Jacoby: You have never been seen
vot-ing against your party.

Mr. HOLMAIN: That was incorrect, for
he had voted with the Government on one
or two occasions when all the rest of his
party were against them. However, time
after time members who would now sup-
port this motion for a select committee
had supported the Government against
similar motions even when they bad not
heard a word of the debate. On this oc-
casion he was satisfied that by referring
thjis to a select ctomiltee wve would be tak-
ing the right course. It would serve to
teach the Gov-ernment that it was bad
lpolicy to delay the passing of railway
Bills till the last moment, when the Stand-
inl Orders were suspended and it was
impossible to get additional information.
He intended to) support the sending of the
Bill toa ,,elect committee. That couirse
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-will not result in delay, because the line
would be constructed just as soon as if
'We were to pass the Bill now, and the ad-
vantage of it would be that the report of
the select committee would furnish the
latest possible information in regard to
the district and the proposed line. The
,construction of the line had to a great
,extent altered the original policy of the
,Government in regard to the Wiekepin-
Merredin line. There might be scores of
settlers d]own there affected by the altera-
tion of that Wickepin-Merredin line. That
muatter had been siprung upon us in the
last hours of the session. We had seen
in the Lands Department maps showing
the proposed Wiekepin-Merredin line as
being a great distance from the route now
-adopted by the Government. The map
we bad here was only marked a few days
s go, and this particular railway had not
been thought of until a fortnight ago.

M1r. 'Monger: The advisory board's re-
loort is dated the 9th July.

Mr. HOLMAN: But this line had been
brought in as a later consideration. The
Minister for Railways had land out near
the proposed deviation of the Wickepin-
WMAerredin line.

The Minister for Works: That altera-
-tion was made at the request of the House.

Msr. HOLMAN: Bitt people affected
by the alteration should have some little
tonsideration also. He -wonld he sorry-
to think the members of the House wer e
prepared to make alteration only when it
suited themnselvems and their own interests.
We had had to-day a deplorable example
of members directly interested in large
areas dlown there lighting hard to get the
line to their hack doors. He was satisfied
fromn the arg-uments brought forward that
further inquiry was necessary! and lie
was going to vote for the referring of the
Bill to a select committee, knowing that
a little timne would not affect the bnildinz-
of' the line.

Mr. COLLiE (Bonlder) : Like the
mnember for Fremantle he knew very little
about the merits of the rival rouites. In
view of the conflicting opinions e-xpressed
i the Chamber to-day members would be

wise in delaying the passage of the Bill
in order to have some more definite in-

iormarion. As between the merits of
these two routes the advisory board had
made no proouncement. The board's re-
port merely stated the line should
junction with the Great Southern "some-
where near Brookton." Those, lie thought,
are the actual words.

The Minister for Works: There is no
"Somewhere" but "near Brookton'"

Air, COLIJER: Showing there was a
doubt as to the best starting point. The
advisory board should be asked -to pro-
nounce as between the rival routes. When
the advisory board reported in July last
there was apparently no dispute as be-
tween those routes.

The 'Minister for Works: Is was Brook-
tonl.

Mr. COLLIER: But there was no
rivalry, Since that date the rivalry had
sprung up between Brookton and Kokeby.
Why 'not let the advisory' board decide
between t-hese twvo routes?

The Minister for Works: They have
dealt with the two routes.

Mr. COLLIER: Where?
The Minister for Works: I read their

reference to it to-da.
Air. COLLIER: There had been no

agitation until recently as to these rival
routes. He desired to protest also against
the manner in which these Rail-way Bills
were being pushed throug-h in the last dlays
of the session. The railway policy of the
Government should be the first to conme
down in the beginning of at session. We
should have all these Bills laid before us
quite early in the session. T-hen if ho-n.
members had any doubt they could move
for select conmnittees or make other mno-
tions; involving brief delays without hav-
ing the charge hurled at them that they
desired to shelve the railway, He had no
knowledgec as to the merits of these two
routes. W'hy, then, if hie voted for the
Select committee should he be charged with
entertaining a desire to shelve the Bill
altogether ? If the Bill had come
in earlier we vculd have had in-
quiry made, andi acting on the re-
sult of that inquiry. hon. members could
have given an honest vote on the matter
without being charged with ant anxiety
to shelve the Bill. 'He protested aga inst
that charge made by the memb er for Bev-
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erle ' . Although the hon. member repre-
sented the district through which the line
would pass it would have been wiser on
hi,' part if lie had refrained from ex-
pressing ofy pinion, seeing that he had
3.010 acres oflaud within a mile and a
half of this proposed line to Brookton.
Because the member for Beverley owned
this area of land so close to the proposed
route lie (Mr. Colliei') attached no weight
whatever to his arguments as to the merits
of this Bill. During the session we had
passed more Railway Bills than were
Jpas,,ed in any previous session iii the his-
tory of Western Australian Parliamnit,
and in the passatze of the whole of these
Pill., tlhei'e hlad not been sti largge a depu-
tat ion conie to Perth or such stron~g
protest made agpainsi the construction of
any line as there was against the
construction of this proposed railwaY.
The deputation hlad come down from that
district to place their views before mem-
bei in respect to this railway.

The Minister for Lands: Who were
they'

Ali'. ('OLLLER: TIheir names wvere niot
kit wit to Iimr. hut lie knew, they were
here. :aid the Miniister knew it also.

Tie Minister for Lands: They came to
inter-view the member for East Fremantle.

Mr. COLLIJElR: It showed theyv had
applreciation of anl honest politician.' The
tn,-i remiained thlit a number of Q'entle-
men ii,: rested in land settlement in that

haii v had come to Perthi to enter a
pri": ei against thle proposed route. while
there ]adl beens lit) voiititet-protest Onl be-
hall* of the proposed route. He would
veturte to say that since the Bill was in-
troduacedi t hree-fourt is (if the selectors af
foteil by' the railway, especially those in
the remote areas, ati the far end of the
line. hind knownv not lung at all about it.
Commn un ica tions were slow. in I he back
em intr'v. and lie would not be surpr'ise'l
to learin that mosit if the settlers at Ilie
filt Pid (of the railway- lknew nothing at
all Alout the jisopo~edi route. It was al1
verY well to say the report ]had been ont
the Trable sin ce July last. Would it lie
tio touch for the Osvernien t to supplY
enat> i-tensher wvitha a copy of a report like
thii'U Because it was inmpossible for eve"-Y

member to make himself acquainted wvith
all the papers laid on the Table during
the sessiou. In any case, in view of the
fact that during this session the Govern-
ment had passed Bills for railways which,
iio matter hlow enthusiastic they might be
in carrying out their railway policy, the
financial position of the State in con-
junction with the labour market would
resider it impossible for them to complete
wvithini the next three vears-in view' of
that no hiarmi would be done by tempor-
arily delaying the Bill, Even if we were
to pass this Railway Bill, lie was certain
no work wvould be started before this day
12 mouths. If a start "'as made with the
line then otlier railways passed this ses-
sion mnust lip delay edl, stil in view of I he
fact thlat lio,1 members oil both sides of
the House were in disawrreement as to the
merits of the case, and many hall. mem-
bers hlad not that knowledge of the COnit-
trv which would enable t hem to give a
conscientious vote, lie t houight that the
amendnient should be carried, and -.he
measure referred to a select committee.

The 'MINISTER FORl LANDS (Hllu.
J. Mitchell) :This was purely a question
of distance; there nuever wvns less need for
referrinig a Bill lo a select committee. If
we wvere giin.- to put aside the policy of
having a 25 mkile limit, aid were going to
accept the idea of building lines every 15
miles, then by all means let us start the
railway from Mount Kokeby; the land
to be served from either point would be
more or- less the same. He acknowledged
that his friend, Mr. _Mc1ean, hlad done
great wor-k. but he had come to Perth,
and. apparently, had exercised a wide iii-
fluence over hon. members.

Mr. Horn: Ii have never lienard of thle
getitlenini.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : We
h oul never huave heard about Mount

Kokelw if it hlad not been) for the visit
of Mr'. Mc'Lean to Perth. There hlad
not been a single argument put forward
in favo'sur of Mount Kokeby as a start-
intr paint. The advisory board, after
ha vins in spece d thle distr-ict, decided on
lBrsokton. and he had had anl opportun-
ity (of discussing- the question with Mr.
Paterson, who said that Brookton, and
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not Mount Kokeby, wall the ri
jug point.

Mr. Bolton: When did he
The MIfNISTER FOR LAt

Paterson had said it to-day or
phone. The advisory board v
district, examined the cour
determined on Brookton. The
meat that could be urged in
Mount Kokeby as against
would be the argument to r
limit from 121/2 miles to 71/
he did not think that was the
the House. He hoped members
this Bill providing for the rail
iug from Brookton, and that t
would not be referred to a s
mittee. If lion. members wante
anything about the proposal
only to turn to the map oil
and they would see that the
Brookton would practically
whole of the land between
Quairading railway with in I
and lie took it that that was a
House could do for the cn
present time, lie hoped that a
mittee wvould not be appointed
the line would be built with4
Certainly if the Bill was refe
select committee, the building
must be delayed for a consider

Question put, and a division
the following result:-

Ayes --

Noes
Majority against

AT'".
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Angwln
Balton
Butchier
Collier
Davies
Holmnan
Jacoby

Brown
Coweher
Dagileb
Draper
FoulIkes
Gregor"
Hardwick
Harper.
Hayward
Ho ran

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Nons.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Nur,
O'LO~
Scad
Swan
Troy

Male
Mlitt
Mon.
a. r.
Nan
Osbo,
F. V
T.,yna

'Question thus negatived.

ight start-

say that?
qDS: IMr.
n the tele-
isited this
try, and

only argu-
favour of

Il-

In Committee, etc.
Air. Jacoby in the Chair; the Minister

for Works in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Authority to construct:
.Mr. ANGWIN moved-

Thai progress be reported.
Motion negatived.
Clause put and passed.

DVuUKIJton (Mir. Taylor took the Chair.)
educe the
miles, but Clause a-Deviation:

desire of Mr. ANOWIN moved an) amendment-
wouldpass That in line .3 the woord "ten" be

wouy ptarts struck out and "fifteen" inserted in

hie matte lien.tr The object of the amendment was to give
elect corn- the Minister an opportunity of consider-
~d to knowv ing the route of the line as requested by
they had the people who resided in the district.
the wall He regretted that some members voted

line from for thing-S to suit themselves; these people
bring the did not want the line for themselves, bit
tand the for the benefit of the State. The matter

2 2 miles, should be reconsidered so that the Pre-
11 that the mier could fulfil his promise to send the
try at the adv'isory board to the district before the
select coin- line was constructed. The amendment, if
I but that carried, would enable the Minister to have
out delay, the promise made by the Premier fill-
erred to a filled, If the people of the State could not
of the line really depend upon the word of the Pre-
able time. mier the sooner the Premier wvent out of
taken wvith his position the better.

The M1INISTER, FOR WORKS: The
12 hon. member was mistaken in his asser-

- 8 tion, which had already been disproved by
6 the Premier, that the Premier had broken

his promise. The Premier made a promise
by to a deputation -that the matter would

ghien be again referred to the advisory board,
dan and he (the Minister), as the vehicle of

communication with -the advisory board,
(Teller). had had imposed on him the duty of see-

ing that the promise was fulfilled. The
promise was fuilfiled. It was unfair to
the Premier that the statement should be

tell frequently made that he had broken his
ger

Moore promise. The hln member's statement
on was entirely opposed to fact.

rn Mr. Bolton: Who says so?
itas The Minister for Works: I say so.
anflr) Mr. Bolton: Your word is no good.

Mettr). The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member wvas always offensive. He
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was an all-round authorit- on every-
thing that came before the House, but
that did not warrant the hon. member
conitradicting- the statement made not only
by t-he Premier and himself. but tbe ac-
curacy of which had been proved by the
documents already read to the House. It
was to he hoped that neither the member
for East Fremantle nor the member for
North Fremantle would use the clause
as a means of delaying the Bill be-
cauIse the amendment could not effect their
object. The member for East Preman tie
had overlooked the fact that hie could not
deviate the starting point or the terminus
The House had decided that the starting
point should be Brookton and that (lhe
terminus should be Kunjinn, and the
question of deviation would not enable
the hon. member's object to be made, that
was, if he desired to vary the starting
point or if lie desired to give anl instruc-
tion that the line should be carried from
Brookton in a northerly direction and
curve around south-easterly towards
IKunjinn. Thle amendment was unneces-
sary, because the 10-mile deviation would
carr~y the line onl the northern side almost
due east to Ift. Kokeby. The 10-mile dev-
iation was quite ample for all purposes.

-Mr. ANOWIN: There was no iiecessity
to go north from the starting- point. if
we included the words "north of Brook-
ton to Kunjian" that would get over the
difficulty that the Minister feared would
take place in the event of this alteration.
It made no difference to him whlere the
railway started front He had stated that
his honest conviction was that a mistake
was being- made, and he thoughit it his
duty to fry and prevent that mistake be-
ing- carried into effect-

Mr. BOLTON: It wals a remarkable
feature that when one offered to criticise
a measure introduced by any member of
the Mfinistry that criticism was put down
qq being offensive. t was not the first
time the Minister for Works had made
use of a similar expression with regard
to him (Mr. Bolton), and he took ex-
ception to any Minister, and especially
the 'Minister for Works, saving that he
was always offensive becase lie offered
criticism to anything that Mfinister intro-
duced. The criticism was honest, and he

would not offer it if lie did not believe it
to be so. It was all very well to say
that the [ion, member was always offeu-
sqire; that was the opinion of one meul-
ber. He did not think it was the opinion
of most members that he was always offe-
sire; most members wvould admit, at anty
rate, that lie was always sober, and if he
was led into saying anything offensive it
was because hie was forced into the posi-
tion by such remarks as that made by
the Minister. The concluding remarks
made by the Premier in reply to the depu-
tation which waited oin him were that hie
piromised that the advisory hoard should
report on the routes, and that board had
not reported on those routes. That had
not been disproved, and it was no use the
Minister for Works waxing indignant
anid eloquent -over it. The fact remained
that the tadvisory board had not beeni
there since. The advisory board had not
reported on those routes and, conse-
quetlty, there was no justification for
the amendment.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 4-Power to Governor to coin-

pnlsorily puriichasc land within 15 mile&
of railway:

Mr. JACOBY: The other night hie
raised a query onl one of the railway
Bills as to whether the Government under
this clause would have power to pur-
chase the whole of an estate if only a.
portion of it happened to be within the
radius, and he was informed that unless
the whole of the estate was situated with-
in the 15 wiles time Governmient would niot
have the power. It might occur that nine-
tenths of an estate might be within the
15 miles radiuis and one-tenth of 'it might
be outside of it. 'He presumed under these-
conditions we could not exercise the
powers conferred by this clause. In
order to overcome the difficulty he would
move an amendment-

That in Zinc 9 the word "and" be
struck out and "any Portion of which.
is', inserted in lieu.

That would give the Governiment a wide
discretion. The Minister could not ob-
ject to the addition of these words; theyi
merely extended the powers of the Gov-
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,erilnu, anid wouild allow them to get
over any difficulty that might arise.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was to be hoped the hon. member would
not press the amendment for it was not
of any value as far as this particular
Bill was concerned. He (the Minister)
had examined the plan carefully, and the
only land that might be affected by the
Bill, if there were any portion outside
the 15 mile radius of this line, would
come within the 15-mile radius of another
line.

Mr. Jacoby. It could not do any harm.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Al-

ready the point had been noted in regard
lo future Bills, after the lhon, member
brought the matter up earlier in the week,
.and he (the Minister) intended to have
the provision inserted in future Bills, If
the amendment were persisted in it would
have the effect of delaying the measure
aind the provision Was not reqluired in.
connection with this railway.

Mr. JACOBY: If the pro vision wonld
not be of any use in this Bill then he
would not do anything that would delay
the measure, but if membhers insisted on
the amendment beinig put lie condd not
withdraw it. lie wished the amendment to
he inserted the first opportunity, so that
all railway Bills in future would include
these words-

The MfINTSTER FOR WORKS: In-
strnetions hadl already been given that
that should be done.

Mr. JACOBY: Unader the circunistan-
-ces he would ask leave to withdraw the
amendemint.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 5, 6, 7-agreed to.
'Schedule:
Mr. AIWGWIIN moved an amendment-

That the following words he inserted
after "station yard" or "within 1o
miles of the said yard."

That would give the M1inister power to
deviate the starting point of the line, it
would give a 10 iles deviation on either
-side of the Brookton station if on further
-consideration the Mfinister desired to alter
the starting point.

The ALLNiSTER FORl WORKS: It
was hardly necessary for him to say that
hie was, not prepared to accept the amend-
nment. There was a provision in the Pub-
lie Works. Act as follows:-

Every railway shall be made only
under the authority of a special Act,
which shall state as nearly as may be
the line of the railway and the two ter-
mini thereof; but it shall he lawful to
deviate from such line at a distance of
one mile on either side thereof.

That provision was unrepealed, that the
Bill should state as nearly as possible the
route of the railway and the two termini.
The Bill at 'present stated the two termini
but the lion, member proposed to practi-
cally take one terminal point out of the
Bill and give to the Minister power to
alter the other terminal point. If that
power could be legally given to the M1inis-
ter it would be an unwise power to en-
trust to) any one individual, that was to
construct a railway that could start either
10 miles north, or any less distance, or 10
miles aouth, or any less distance, or could
start at Brook ton. The amendiment hie
thought was ultra tires, but if it was; not
he did not think there was one member
who would accept, as Minister for
Works, the responsibility, after Parlia-
went had dealt with an Act., of interfer-
ing 'with it in any way. If he (the MNiii-
ister) were Minister at the time he would
not ae-rec to make any alteration in a
acheduLle passed by the House, However
he thought the amendment wvas ultra rires
on account of the section of the Public
Works Act 'which he bad read.

Mr. ANfIWIN: If that w.as so then
the 10 miles deviation in the Bill was also
ultra vires. if members decided to give
the 'Minister power, after further investi-
gation, to start the railway 10 miles, from
Brookton, -what had the Minister to com-
plain of?0 If the 'words were inserted it
would show there was a doubt, and the
Minister coulS make further inquiries,
and the responsibility after the inquiries
had been made 'would be placed on the
Minister to decide. Members had voted
against the select committee because they
were afraid of delaying- the measure, but
this amendment would cause no delay,
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better surveys could be made and action
taken on receipt of the further informa-
tion.

Amendment put and negatived.
Schedule put and passed.
Title-ag-reed to.
pill reported without amendment, and

the report adopted.
Rlead a third time and transmitted to

the Letrislative Council.

BILL-CONTSTITUTION ACT
AMENDMIENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 5th January.

Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe) : As the
Bill now before the House has previously
passedl this C'hamber and has been re-
jected by another place-rejected because
it dlid not obtain the statutory majority
which would entitle it to be passed-I do
not projpose to deal at any length with the
measure itself. We are desirous of help-
ing at this stage to do what, I contend,'

lie overnment should have done long
ere this, get [lie measure to another place
in order to allow them to reconsider the
decision previously arrived at. But I de-
sire again to protest a~gaii,5t an important
mneasure of ibis, nature being left to the
very end of the session before being
submitted for the consideration of
the Chamber that wvould be most af-
feeted. There could be no possible rea-
son why the Government should not have
asked is to pass this measure in the
first or* second week after Parliament as-
senibled in order to penuit another place
to have the Bill and properly discuss it
and] come to a decision at a time when
they were in a position to give proper
consideration to it. After all it is a
measure that affects another place, and
I contend they are justified iii protesting
atrajust receiving a measure of such im-
portance at such a late stage of the ses-
sion. I regret the Government have not
considered the advisability of attempting
to place upon the statute-hook the real
wi~des of the people in this connection.
I would like some member to call atten-
tion to the state of the House.

Mr. Swan; I call attention to the
state of the House.

Mfr. SPEAKER: The leader of the
Opposition was not in the Chamber when
I said that I would be satisfied if mnem-
bers were within the precincts of the
Chamber.

Mr. SCADDAN: I do not propose to
talk to empty benches.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think out of re-
spect to the leader of the Opposition
members should be in the Chamber.

Bells rung, and a quorum formed.
Mr. SPEAKER: There is now a

quorum. present. I said this morning
that, owing to the hot weather, it wvould
meet the wishes and convenience of mem-
bers if they were within the precincts of
the House; but, as the leader of the Op-
position has protested. that there is no
one in the Chamber, and as it is all im-
portant subject, I think it is only due
to the position of the hon: member and
to the subject that members should be
in the Chamber.

Mr. SCADDAN: It only goes to show
that my protest against the introduction
of this measure at this stage of the ses-
sion is proved by the fact that members
are not prepared to attend to their real
Parliamentary duties by remaining in
the Chamber. If it is a matter of at-
tending Parliament for the purpose of
passing railway Bills only, then I con-
tend the sooner we pass these Bills and
close uip Parliament the better. The
method of procedure adopted during the
past fortnight is by no means to our
credit. Here is a measure the people
have been crying out for year after year.
In 1905 it was definitely 'promised by Ur.
Rason as one of his first pledges that it
would be put into operation, but here we
are to-day' in exactly the same position,
and every policy speech made since 1905
has included a reference to the reduc-
tion of the franchise of another place,
Yet to-day we are at the close of another
loing session and the Hill has not left
this Chiamber, and we are told that an-
other place is expected to give it con-
sideration and find the statutory major-
ity for the purpose of passing it at a
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stage when it is possible members of that
other place will find just as much interest
in it as members in this Chamber seeing
there are so few in attendance.

ML~r. S. F. Moore: There are only six
on your side.

Mr. SCADDAN: I admit it applies to
both sides of the House uinfortunately.
Personally I am not over particular as
to whether this Bill becomes law at this
stage or not; because we are approaching
a general election when the people will
hare another opportunity of expressing
anu opinion on matters of legislative re-
form, and I am certain that itf the Bill
is not passed and a reform of some de-
scription put into operation regarding
ainother place, people will insist at the
next election that a -party will be put
into power that will insist on the other
House accepting- a legitimate reduction
of their franchise, or they will insist that
it should cease to exist altogether. Per-
sonally I believe the consensus of opinion
of the people of the State is against the
retention of that Chamber at all. The
member for Kimberley shakes his head,
but the Government -have never been cour-
ageous enough to test public opinion on
this question. If the lhon. member is so
certain about the matter, I would suggest
that he induce his Government to put the
question to the people by a referendum;
and he will find, even if they go to the
extent of asking that it should not be put
into operation unless a fair majority
shoul-d be in favour of it, that there would
be such a majority that it would be put
into operation very quickly. There is no
gainsaying the fact that to-day we are ar-
rivng at one of. two positions- either
the State Assenmbly is to be put
into a position to deal with all
matters that crop up from time to
lime in an effective manner, or some
other Parliament is going to be put
in the position to do it. No doubt to-day
the people of the Commonwealth are Mir-
mag more attention to the Federal Parlia-
ment because through that Parliament
ruent they have a better opportunity of
expressing their opinions and having them
recorded on the statute-booik than they
have through the State Parliaments.

There would be no desire for an amend-
ment to the Federal Constitution in the
direction proposed by the Federal Gov-
ernment, which will be placed before -the
people in a couple of months' time, if it
were not for the fact that the State Par-
liaments through the retention of the
Legislative Councils are getting out of
touch with the people. The reforms the
people are determined to obtain either
through one course or the other are being
set back under our State constitutions,
and therefore the people are looking to
the Federal Parliament, and I have -no
doubt in ray mind as to what will be the
result of' the referenda for a further in-
crease of powers to the Federal Parlia-
ment to deal with matters the States will
not undertake to deal with. Even in this
State which is supposed to be one of the
most democratic of the Commonwealth-
though I very much doubt it under exist-
ing conditions-if it were necessary I
could give instances that we have quite a
number of measures on the statute-book
which from the names of the measures
appear all right on the face of them, but
really are not. For instance the Concilia-
tion and Arbitration Act. We say we
have a Conciliation and A-rbitration Act
on our statute-book, and therefore we can
deal -with industrial matters, but is it not
a fact that the measure has proved to be
practically unworkable to this extent that
serious questions hare arisen dealing with
industrial matters that the arbitration
court has not been able to deal with effec-
tively? And yet our State Government
have neglected to deal with the matter,
or, through fear of being unable to get
the Bill through another place, have de-
clined to give any attention to the ques-
tion at all. The result is that the people
,who are most affected, the working classes
of the community, are looking in another
direction for protection in these matters.
I could instance many others, but the fact
remains that our Legislative Council,
if they do not brow out a Bill which is
likely to tend towards the betterment of
the conditions of the working classes of
the community, at least go about it in
such a fashion by amendments that the
measure becomes practically useless, as in

340



3470'[A SSEMBLY. )

the ease of the Conciliation and Arbitra-
tion Act. Moreover, not only is that a
fact: but some of the most important
statutes, supposed to have the one pur-
pose of redressing grievances of the work-
ing classes of the communiity, are being
administered by the Minister who is leader
of the other Hfouse and who does not
administer them as strictly as he would
do if lie were sitting in this Chamber
where lie could be dealt with from time to
timec. So long as the other Chamber ex-
ists tinder its present franchise, so long
will the working classes of this State. to-
gelher with the working classes of the
oilier States, pay more attention to the
Federal Parhianent than to the State
Parliaments: and we are permitting it to
take place with our eyes open. Those
people who are complaining against the
intrusion of tile Federal Parliament in
these matters sit quiet and then attempt,
by appeaiing before the p~eolple as States-
rig-h ters. to vlaim that what is taking
place is in a large measure unconstitu-
tional and not to the benefit of the
people,

The 'Minister for Mines: 'But did the
Legislative Council do anything to destroy
the utility of the A rhitration Act?7

"Nr. SCAnnAN: Certainly. The
point is that if it were not for the Legis-
lative Councils as they exist in various
States to-day--I am not referring only
to Western Australia-thle Governments
in the Assemblies would be more coura-
geous in the measures they bring down.
Will the Minister for 'Mines deny that
frequently he has to draft a measure hie
is presenting to the Assembly in such a
manner as he hopes will induce another
place to pass it?7 Is it not a fact that in
many of the measures the Minister him-
self has bad to admiit we have to accept
an instalment, not because this Chamber
is not prepared to give the full] measure
of reform, hut because he is afraid an-
other Chamber will make an amendment
or reject it altogether 9

The Minister for Mines: I thought you
made a charge against the Legislative
Concil of having prevented the Arbitra-
tion Act being of any use.

Mr. SCNDDAN: I do not make that
charge, but I say the existence of the

Chamiber under its present franchise pre-
vents the Government from bringing down
the reforms they otherwise would. The
Council have also made amendments to
other measures-I mention the Coneilia-
tion and Arbitration Act as only one in
point-that really wuake the reforms of
no benefit to those they are intended to
serve, with the result that the people look
in other directions and W-ill continue to do
so. Is it likely that with the reduction
proposed by the Governmlent we are going
to get any nearer the desires of the people
in this motter9 Will a reduction in the
franeicise from :E25 annual value to £15
clear annual value make so much differ-
ence that it is likely: to bring about

anvreat chang e in the personnel
of the I egislative Council or ill
its, lemoeratic representation of the
vinininiity? I hold it will not. It
was; on ly in order to stave off the evil day
from tire Government standpoint, or fromi
I he (oliservalive or so-called liberal party
standpoint, that the pro)mise was given
that a reduction to £15 would he made.
Outside the Conservatives, who have only
done thi9. for the purpose of staving off
the tinie for a few years, there is no de-
sire for a reductioii of £15; but the desire
is that, if there is to he a reduction at
all, it should be to household suffr~age; or,
onl the other hland, I believe there are
many people who claim it should be adult
suiffrage. I do not believe in that because
I hold that if we have two Chambers on
the one suffrage one is going tio he the
negative of the other. if it is necessary
at all to reduce the franchise to that ex-
rent. .1 hold it would lie just as well to
abiplish thle other Chamber.

Mr. Hloran: You could elect them on a
fuller electorate.

Mr. SCADDAN: True, we might have
them representingo lpruv inces as to-day on
adult suffrage, and in that way we would
probably get a more democratic Legisla-
tive Council and Legislative Assembly;,
becaulse members of the other place would
he representing bigger districts than mem-
hers of the Assembly representing single
electorates, and they would take a more
national view of the questions than we
do. Bitt I am satisfied those who believe
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in the retention of a second Chatnter
would never agree ito such a proposal.
There is -no doubt there is a genui-
ins desire on thle part of the people
for a reduction of the franchise of ano-
ther place to at least household suffrage.
I was in hope the Government would
accept the wish of the people in tbis
matter and reduce it to that extent
rather than to the £15 as proposed. An-
oither point to which I desire the Attor-
ney General to pay attention is to be
found in I he qualification clause. It will
be rentmeberd that prior to the last
Legislative Council elections thle question
arose as to the interpretation of that
clause. The ex-Attorney General (Mr.
Keenan) held that the phrase "clear an-
nual. value'' compelled the householder
to show that it was of that value to him
or to the owner, exclusive of rates and]
other charges upon the property, with the
result that iii most of our districts the
value had to be up to about £30 per
annum, which excluded a great number
of people who, ever since the passing of
the constitution, had been permitted tin-
questioned to enrol. The es-Attorney
General's interpretation of that word
"clear" disfranchised these people- The
point has never been cleared uip. Sir
Newton Moore, when Premier, promised
a deputation that the interpretation
would not he put into operation. and even
went so far as to say-. he would ask the
Attorney General to have 14ce interpre-
tatiun withdrawn from the( ino4 ruetiuzs
issued to registrars. But I believe that
to this day these instrutlinns are still
in the hands of thle district registrars.
Does tile Attorne 'y General not think we
should make it perfectly clear that the
interpretation plated upon it by thle ex-
Attorney General was not the desire of
Parliament ? Would it not he well to
strike ant "celeat?" After all, although
'we make it appear to the people that
we are effecting a substantial r-eduction
in the qunalification for the franchise of
another place, we are really doing no-
thing of the sort. If the Attorney Gen-
eral. does not give consideration 'to this
p~oint as to the word "iclear'" I propose

,when in Committee to move to strike
out the word in order to get over thle in-
terpretation placed upon it by the Elec-
toral Department. It was never ni-
lended when dfie Bill was passed that
such anl interpretation should ever be put
upon the clause. I believe this measure
should reach another place at the earl-
iest possible moment, in order that rnem-
bers of that place may not he able to
say they had no time to deal with it.
I know that any attempt to make the
franchise household suffrage is not likely
to be passed by this Chamber. We ait-
tempted it onl a Previous occasion and
were defeated, since when the perqonniel
of the Chamber has not undergone any
material alteration, so such an attempt
would only mean defeat again, and prob-
ably delay. Therefore I hope thle second
reading will be carried and that the Bill
will reach another place without delay
in order that they, may have an oppor-
tunlity of considering it. I want to know,
however, what is to be the attitude of
the G-overnment onl this particular ques-
tion in the event of another place againl
refusig to pass tihe Bill. Because it
must hie remembered that althouigh mecni-
hers in that place did not reject it by
putting a majority against it, they' knew
well that Ali absolute majority was- re-
quired before it could pass, and to re-
main away in such circumstances was
muerely another way of defeating it. Do
the Government propose to test the feel-
ing of the country inl the event of an-
other place refusingm to pass this meas-
ure? When we recognise that it has
been the policy of the Rason Govern-
ment, thle Moore Government, and the
present Government to hring about this
reduction, when we remember that this
movement has been afoot ever since 1905,
and wve have not got any further, I say
it is time seine definite step was con-
sidered. However, I do desire that the
Attorney General should give cbnsidera-
tion to the striking out of that word
"4cleat'." The department knows it
would make no difference to the enrol-
ment of people if the word were struck
out while it would do away with the
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*necessity of withdrawing the interpreta-
tion, which I believe was a correct one,
but which has been held in abeyance to a
large extent, although still before the
registrars in their instructions.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (in re-
ply) : As regards the protest made by the
leader of th& Opposition as to this mnea-
sure beingl delayed, I explained on the
second reading that there is no pretence
to originality in the measure. The pro-
posal to reduce the franchise to £C15 an-
nual value has been before the country for
some years now, has been discussed ad
infinitumn, and it would indeed be diffi-
cult for the most acute or original mind
to find anything new to say on this sub-
ject. All the arguments have been re-
peated again and again almost ad non-
scum. As regards the late introduction
of this measure into another place and
the possible consequence of that late in-
troduction, what I had to say in regard
to its late introduction into this Chamber
applies equally in reference to another
place. We are not asking those hon. mem-
bers there to deal with a novel proposal.
We arc bringing forward a proposal with
which they are perfecuily familiar, and onte
which will be decided by voting rather
than by talking. If there be a difficulty
elsewhere in passing this measure, I take
it it will arise more from the fact that
since the measure was last before another
pinte there have been elections for the
Legislative Council. And I believe that
in nto ease where the retiring member op-
posed this reduction did he fail to secure
the election. So that if any argument is
used at all in another place against this
measure it will probably be based upon
that fact.

Mr. Scaddan: Who retained them?
Not the people who are asking for this
reform.

'rhe ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
the answer. I ami merely anticipating
what would probably be the objection.
The answer is that the people who ask
for a reduced franchise for the Upper
House did not return those members. I
do not think I need deal at any length
with the charge brought against that
House in regard to its unwillingness to

pass legislation of a certain kind. It.
seems to me that so far as the Arbitration
Act is concerned, the difficulty has not
been with that Chamber so much as with
this Chamber. The difficulty which the
Government have to face whenever there
are measures of a controversial character
is to know how they are to be disposed
of within a reasonable period of time.
Unfortunately there nre in this Chamber
some hon. members who, one wvould al-
most imagine, think they have an unlimi-
ted overdraft upon eternity, judging by
the lengthy way they address themselves
to alniost every subject that conies up.
We have had an instance only to-day,
where a Bill for a small railway of 50
miles in length has absorbed the ener-
gies of some of the members of the House
for the greater part of the sitting. I
cannot regard that sort of thing as a
practical way of doing* business, and I
do not know that the result would be any
different if the arguments for and against
a mneasure were compressed into a smaller
space-I do not think the result would
be affected in the slightest degree.

Mr. Collier: You wvould gag us right
off then.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
rather fancy that instead of any gagging,
the deliberations of this Chamber would
nder those circumstances be more closely
followed outside. If the arguments were
compressed into reasonable length the
busy man outside could fid time to mas-
ter the subject fully and follow the
speeches of bon. members.

Mr. Seaddan: You have been pretty
lengthy in more ways than one.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have
had to be pretty lengthy occasionally
when dealing with such measures as the
Licensing Bill and the Redistribution of
Seats Bill. But most hon. members will
admit that so far as even important mea-
sures of that kind ore concerned I try to
compress everything needful to be said
into the smallest compass. I speak from
some practical experience when I say
that what does frequently deter ns
in bringing forward measures is the
uncertainty as to when we shall be
able to get through the work of
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the session, owing to the very great
length of thle debates. One does !lot
wtish to interfere in the slightest de-
gree with freedom of speechl, hut one
coula hope that freedom of speech were
not incompatible with brevity and direct-
ness of utterance. As to what tbe leader
-of the Opposition said in reference to
the words "clear annual value," these
words are not causing any difficulty at
present in regard to the placing of names
on, the roll. All the Electoral Depart-
ment. has to do is to place persons on the
roll whose premises have an annual
rental of £25 or, if this Bill is passed,
*of £15. Assuming that the Electoral De-
li rtment does not take into account the
rates made payable-as a matter of fact
in this country in the majority of cases
rates are paid b y the landlord and we do
-not take into account the question of
'whether the tenant pays the rental or is in
his own premises-the Electoral Depart-
ment ascertains what rental the premises
would command, following the usual cus-
tomn in Western Australia of the landlord
paying the rates and the tenant only
paying the rate value. I should not
object to an amendment of that kind if
:ally difficulty were being caused. But T
have ascertained that the putting of peo)-
ple on the rolls is working with perfect
smoothness, and that no one is kept off
on account of any difficulty as to whether
-rates were to be taken into account or
-not. I do not consider it necessary to
make any re-arrangement.

Mr. Scadd an : As a matter of fact
'there were a lot of names struck off
the roll on account of that interpretation.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
-do not think so.

Mr. Scaddan: Yes, there were.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt

must have been before my time.
Mr. Scaddan:- Yes,. it was when

M~r. Keenan was A torney General.
-Th L interretatinn was sent out to
the registrars.

fle ATT ORNEY GENERAL: Within
the last 12 months or more, I understand
that there has been no difficulty at
all on that score and consequently no
,change has been made. I am anxious
to get the Bill through to-day so that it
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muy be in another place on Tuesday,
but in the meanotime I will look into
the matter and confer -with the leader
of the Opposition, and if it should be
necessary to get an amendment made
I can arrange to have it made in another
place. There is one other point I would
like to deal with, and that is a question
by an hon. member as to what would be
done in the event of another place not
passing this measure. I refuse altogether
to contemplate that contingency ; it
will be time enough to deal with it
when it arises. I hope that on this
occasion it will not arise, but that the
opportunity for reflection given to another
place has been well availed of, and on this
occasion the arnendmpnit will become law.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is my duty to
poot out before the question is put
that, this Bill being an amendment of
the Constitution, it must be carried by
an absolute majority of the ]House. If
there are the requisite number of mnembers
in the House and there are not any noes
I can conclude that there is an absolute
majority in favour Af the Bill.

Question put.
Mr. SPEAKER: I have already

stated, that unless a division is called
for. I have only to be satisfied that
there is an absolute majority present.
I amn satisfied that there is an absolute
majority of members,present, and on the,
voices that there is more than an absolutie
majority of members in favour of the
Bill.

Question passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Taylor in the Chair; the Attorney

General in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1--agreed to.
Claus, 2-Amendment of 63, Viet.,

No. 19, sec. 15:
Mr. SCADDAN: After the assurance

given by the Attorney General, that
he would look into the question as to
the interpretation of the word " clear,"
he (Mr. Scaddan) did not intend to move
an amendment.

Mr. BOLTON:- Would the Attorney
Genera! give some indication as to what
action he would 'ake if an amendment
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was moved in another place ? It was
common report that members of another
place were going to amend the Bill by
bubstituting £20 for £15. If that com-
promise was going to be accepted it
was well that members should know
beforehand, because it would be waste
of time to reduce the qualification by
that small amount. He did not know
whether the Minister was aware of it,
but it was common knowledge that the
amount would be amended to £20, and
if that were done it would lead to a
very big discussion when the Bill vim
returned.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: it
was to be hoped that the rumour, of
which he had not previously heard,
would prove to be without foundation.
If it should unfortunately happen that
such an amendment was made the
matter would have to be decided by this
House, but the Government had given no
consideration to anything of the sort.
They anticipated that on this occasion
the Bill would become law, and he
trusted that that anticipation would be
realised.

Clause put and passed.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment;

and the report adopted.

Third Reading.
'The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

J. L. Nanson) moved-
Tact th~e Bill be nou, read a third

time.
Question put.
Mr. SPEAKER: I am satisfied that

there is more than an absolute majority
of the House present, and in the absence
of any Noes I declare the third reading
carried.

Question passed.
Bill read a third time, and transmitted

to the Lucgislative Council.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the Minister for Railways: Re-

turn showing amount received by Rail-
way Department for postal work per-
formed at each station by railway officers
for twelve months ended 30th June, 1910.
(Ordered on motion by Mir. Johnson.)

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.
1. District Fire Brigades Act Amend

meat.
2. Fremnantle Harbour Trust Act

Amendment.
Received from the Legislative Council.

HILLS (7)-RETURNEI) FROM
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

1. Health (with amendments).
2. Ratanning-Namnpup Railway (with-

out amendment).
3.QUairading-Nunajin Railway (with-

out amendment).
4. Wagin-flumbleyung Railway Ex-

tension (without amendment).
5. Wickepin-Merredin Railway (without

amendment).
6. Tambellup-Ongerup Railway (with-

out amendment).
7. Northampton-Ajana Railway (with-

out amendment).

BILL-TRANSFER OF LAND ACT'
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
J. L. Nausea) in moving the second
reading said:; The object of the Bill is
to provide that where the lessee of a&
Crown lease has executed a mortgage,
and the lessee becomes entitled to a
Crown grant in fee simple of the land
comprised in such lease, the mortgage,
shall be transferred and apply to such
Crown grant and to the land granted
in all respects as if "Crown grant "
had been referred to in the mortgage.
This is, I believe, the law at the present
time, but there is some difference of
opinion upon the subject. Some author-
ities lean to the belief that it is advisable
to place the matter beyond all doubt
and make this amendment to our 'Transfer
of Land Act. A similar clause is to
be found in the Victoria Transfer of
Land Act. This Bill was originally
introduced by the member for Dundae
at the request of the Associated Banks.
who deal largely in advances on Crown
leases since the Transfer of Land Act
Amendment Act of last year. It was-
the intention of the Government in 0ny
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case to have introduced this amending
measure, and when, owing to what we
hope to be the early close of the session,
it became necessary to give precedence
to all Government measures, and there
wvas a doubt as to whether measures
introduced by private members would
be passed through during what remains
of the session, the Government took over
th~e measure fromt the member for Dundas.

That the Bill be now read a second
dine.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Taylor in the Chair.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clianse 2-MNortgage of Crown lease

to be transferred to Crown Grant:-
The ATTORNEY GENERAL moved

an amendment-
That the word "lessee" in line 1

be struck out and "holder" inserted
in lieu.

Ui was possible that the lessee might
he a holder by transmission or assign-
ment, and it would be better to say
"Where the 'holder' of a Crown. lease
has executed a mortgage."

Mr- 'Hlmhan: Would "holder " in-
clude " lessee " ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:- Yes.
Amendment put and passed ; clause

also consequentially amended and as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 3--agreed to.
Title--agreed to.
EBill reported with an amendment,

and the report adopted.

House adjourned at 5-9 p.m.

legislative ctouncL,
Tiesday. 31st January, 1.911.

PAths
Petition: yonigan ls-Mollewa Railway ill 71
Papers presented .................... .
Questions: Offences aginsut children......347.5

Kiaiug asays, check taraplea. .. 47$
Bills. Nainrng"a Raiwy.3t 5......347i

Brockton-njina Raiway .sr., m .. . W476
Wongan Hille-Matlewa Railway. Corn.. Sat. 3476
Conttution Act Amendment, la. .. 47S
Transfer of Land Act Aiendajeti. ...: 8478
TfVL13l.otham Rtailway, Pom., sn. .. 3479
Pablic Lirry ueaum, and Anb Galley

Coam....................... S47-S
Roads, 21L. ... ... ... ..
Perth MunicipaJ Roads Rededication, Corn. M68

Hub7Mncipal Eletric Lighting, 0Cmi.
an...................

Aborigines Act Amendment, Assembly'.
amendments

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 pin., and read prayers,.

PETITON - WUNGAN HILLS-
METLLEWVA RAILWVAY BILL.

Hon. W. PATRICK (Central) pre-
sented a petitioni fromn the 'Midland Rail-
way Company praying that the Wongsri
Huflls-Mulleva R1ailwayv Bill be referred
to a selevt t'ornuattee aiid that the com-
pany might he represen redl by coriussl
and call and examine witnesses.

Petition received nnd rend.

P APER PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: Report by

the Chief Electoral Officer on the prin-
cipal electoral systetns for the cheeflex
of memibers ot 1 he Legislature in self-
governig countnecs.

QUESTION-O}'VENU-ES AGAINIST
CHILDREN.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER (without no-
flee) asked the Colonial Secretary: Will
the Government take into its early and
serious consideration the necessity for
amending the pronisions of the Criminal
Law uithi a view to providing such a pun-
ishiient in the case otf offeiuees agaim-t
children as -will have the effect of check-
ing the recent increases in crimes of this
nature?~

The COLONIAL SECRETARY' re-
plied: The Government so-me little lthre
ago gave notice of their intentioni. in
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