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Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: Report and
return under Clause 64 of the Railways
Act, 1904. .

ADJOURNMENT—SITTING HOUR,
TUESDAY.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. D. Connolly) moved—
That the House at its rising do ad-

journ until 4.30 p.m. on Tuesday next.
It wounld not be econvenient for a number
of hon. members to attend at 215 p.m.
on Tuesday, and as the Notice Paper
wonld permit of the adjowrnment to the
later hour it eould be conveniently fixed
for that time.

Question passed.

House adjourned at 445 pm,

Tegisiative Elssembly,
Priday, 27th Jonuwary, 1911.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
10.30 a.m., and read prayers.

FRUIT FOR EXPORT—PRE-COOL-
ING.

Mr. JACOBY (Swan): With your

permission, Mr. Speaker, I desire to men-
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tion a maiter arising out of an answer
given by the Minister for Agriculture
yesterday in reply to some questions
asked by me with reference to the paper
prepared by Mr. Cairns which was in-
cluded in the annual report of the De-
partment of Agrieulture for last year.
This paper was read at the conference
of the Central Fruitgrowers’ Associa-
tion, but that which appeared in Ihe
report of the department was not simi-
lar to the paper read befove the assn-
ciation by Mr. Cairns. The Minister in
reply to a question, as far as I can ve-
member—I have not the Minutes before
me just now—stated that the under see-
retary had informed him that there was
no material difference in the two reports.
I wish to protest against inaceurate in-
formation being supplied by the under
secretary to the Minister, and to point
out that the report read at the confer-
e¢nee by Mr. Cairns was handed to the
editor of the Western Mail and pub-
lished in that newspaper without any al-
teration whatever, and that it oceupied
there 21 inches in a column 24 inches
in width, whereas the report published
in the official document covered 39
inches in eolumns 3 inches in width.
Even if the eolumns of the official re-
port had been of the same width as the
columns of the Western Mail, the paper
published in the report of the depart-
ment would have been jusi double the
length of the other. Under the eircum-
stances 1 ask how eould it be possible
for the Under Secretary for Agricnlture
to truthfully inform the Minister for
Agriculture that these reports were
materially the same. In addition, T wish
to point out that the report of Mr.
Cairns omits to state eertain arguments
which were advanced against his pro-
posal for pre-cooling, and as it appears
new the report eontains an answer to al)
those arguments which were put forth
by the fruitgrowers at that conference:
al the same time, the argnments advan-
ced by the growers are not given. The
result is that new matter is introdueced.
and the document is more than twice 1he
length of the original one. TUnder the
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circumstances I might be permitted to
protest against the aetion of the under
secretary in supplying the Minister with
a statement which the Minister has, ap-
parently in all good faith, given to the
House.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon,
J. Mitehell) : T would like to take the op-
portunity of saying that I shall have the
differences in these two reports typed. I
am satisfied that the under secretary did
not knowingly give wrong information. I
am not prepared to say that the report
published in the Western Mail does con-
tain the whole of the paper which was
read to the conference.

Mr. Jacoby: We have evidence of
that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Then
the evidence can be produced. At any
rafe, I will have the differences typed
and supply the hon. member with a copy.
The hon. member, I am pleased to say,
agrees that the seecond report is an im-
provement on the first. so fhat nothing
is lost by ineluding it in the report of
the department.

BILL—ROMAN
Introduced by the Premier, and read
a first time,

BILL—DWELLINGUP-HOTHAM
RAILWAY,
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Daglish) in moving the second read-
ing said: I desire to indicate that this
is a measure which, if ecarried, will bave
the effect of opening up a large area of
our valnable timber lands; it will pass
throngh timber along almost its entire
length of 25 miles. 'Phere is timber
growing on both sides of the line, and
just before the terminus is reached it
will come throngh the end of this tim-
ber belt, and will then serve a certain
number of old seltlers in one of the dis-
triets which has been populated, or par-
tially populated and settled since the
early days of Western Australia. There

CATHOLIC LANDS.
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can be no doubt that this line will ulti-
mately have to be extended through the
agricultural belt which. at the present
time. it will onix tounch at the terminus,
until it junetions at some spot with the
Great Southern Railway. The present
proposal must move largely be defined as
a proposal to construet a timber line
than as a proposal for an agricultural
railway. It will serve a radins at the
terminus of about 15 miles. The length
of the proposed exiension from Marrinup
is abont 25 miles. The line will eom-
mence at a distance from Perth of about
69 miles, the gauge will be 3ft. 6in.,
the rails will be 45lbs., and the sleepers
6ft. Gin, by Sin. by din., the ruling gradi-

ent will be one in 40. Hon.
members will understand that
the country which will be passed

through is rather heavy country in whiels
it would be impossible to get a better
grade than this. The sharpest enrve will
have a radins of 12 chains. The esti-
mated cost of the eonstruction is £26,000,
and of rails and fastenings £17,000, a total
of £43,000, whieh works out at £1,870
per mile. The information I have re-
ceived from the Lands Department with
regard fo this measure is that the Bill
will serve an alienated area of 265,550
acres; there is reserved land there total-
ling 16,050 acres, and there is land avail-
able for selection totalling 208,500 acres;
the total area within a 15-mile radins is
490,100 acres; the area of pastural leases
is 27,400 acres, and the number of large
holdings over 1,000 acres is 17. Hon.
members, I think, will be aware that only
recently the ratlway from Pinjarra to
Marrinup was eompleted and handed over
to the Railway Department, and it was
working during four months of the last
financial year. During that period the
total earnings amounted to £625 as
against a working expenditure of £629.
I quoted these figures in my general
speech some two or three weeks ago.
They can undoubtedly be regarded as very
satisfactory for the first four months’
working of a line when the industry
mainly served could not be in full opera-
tion. We can safely assume that becanse
of the valuable timber adjacent to this



line, whiech without the iime eould not
possibly be worked, the raibway will pay
almost from the start. In November last
a deputation waited on. the Premier urging
ihe construction of this line for the length
now proposed, the original intention of
the Govermment having been to recom-
mend a 12-mile instead of iLhis 23-mile
line. This deputation was introduced by
Messys. Harper, Coweher, O'Loghlen, and
A. A, Wilson, members of the Legislative
Assembly, who very strongly urged the
extension of the line to the vieiuity of the
Hotham River, on the ground that they
were convineed the line would pay from
the very first and would serve a large
number of setilers in the Wandenug dis-
triet, in addition to opening up the new
areas and giving faeilities requisite for
the expansion of our timber industry.
The year before that, a little over twelve
months ago, 27 members of the Legisla-
tive Assembly by petition to the then
Premier urged the continnation of the line
to Marrinup. The present line had heen
reported upon by the advisory board, and
I have also obtained certain information
from the officers of the Forestry Depart-
ment in regard to it. The report I have
from that branch states, inter alia—
The timber north and south of the
Marradong route is both heavy and of
good quality. The large timber belt to
the eastward an 15 miles on both sides
of the proposed line cannot be sueccess-
fully operated upon beyond the 17-mile
post on the Marradong route. The
Marradong route is that route immedi-
ately south of the proposed line. A
new mill is about to he started by
Millar's eompany about ten miles from
Dwellingup, and Messrs. Port, Honey
and Co. will probably work their area
situated north of the proposed line
when econstrneted.
Portion of the fawna and flora reserve
comes within the influence of the proposed
line and there i1s a large area of forest
conntry, for the successful working of
which this line is vequisite. The present
settlers at Hotham will also be served,
while. to some extent the land north and
east, taking in the old Albany road, will
also benefit. The great bulk of our tim-
ber country adjacent fo this line will,
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later on, be largely utilised for fruit
growing purposes. It is an undoubted
fact that on the lands occupied by our
good timber, excellent fruit can be profit-
ably grown, and therefore, as portions of
our forest lands ave cut ont we will have
them oceupied by orchards. I have plea-
sure in eommending the Bill to the fav-
ourable consideration of the House and
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Me. COWCHER (Wilkiams): I have
pleasure in supporting the Bill, and my
only regret is that the line was not con-
structed several years ago. In the be-
giuning it will be mainly a timber line,
but the inst four or five miles of its
lengih will toueh on the agrienltural
areas and will certainly serve old settlers
who have been dhere for the past 40
years. Eventually this line must be con-
tinued farther on to better serve the agri-
enltnral land. T have mueh pleasure in
supporting the Bill.

Mr. HARPER (Beverley): As one of
the deputation that waited on the Premier
in regard to the extension of the line, I
have pleasure in supporting the Bill. My
only regret is that the line is not going
quite so far as we would like to see it.
It is going through the timber districts
until it will border on the agrienltural
distriets, but unfortunately there it is to
stop. The proposed railway lerminus is
just where the country opens out into
fine agricultural land; it will be on the
Hotham River, and along that river is
to be found very excellent land. We
have been fairly sueeessful in getting the
railway exiended in the direction in which
it shall go, and we lLiope in the near future
we will have it ecarried right up to the
Hotham valley to join the Great South-
ern. s\ glance at the map, and at the re-
turns showing how the land has been
taken up, will convines anyone that it is
nearly all good agricultuval land. There-
fore this line really will have two re-
sources: first the serving of the timher
area and, after the timber bhas been cut
out. it will be supported by the agricul-
tural and wheat-growing distriets. 1 have
pleasure in supporting the Bill,
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Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee, etcetera.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and ordered to hbe
transmitted to the Legislative Council.

BILL—-BROOKTON-KUNJINN RAIL-
WAY.
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS (Hon.
H. Daglish) in moving the second reagd-
ing said: I may say this railway, if con-
structed, will complete the opening np
of that large area of valuable agrienliural
land sitwated between the Eastern rail-
way line on the north, the Great Southern
line on the west, and the Narrogin-
Merredin line on the south and south-
west. There can be no doubt whatever
that the area south of the Quairading
line and its exiension, and at present un-
provided for by any railway, requires a
line to serve it. Such line will serve some
of our most valuable wheat-growing land.
It seems to me the only possible ques-
tion that might be raised in regard t¢o
this proposition is as to the starting
point to be seleected. The proposition I
have brought forward on bebalf of the
Giovernment has received the most care-
ful consideralion before being submitted
for the approval of hon. members. If
was first of all dealt with by the advisory
board m their report of the 20th July
last.

Mr.
distriet.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
think the hon. member is incorveet
in that. I cannot, of conrse, make a
positive statement unless the report gives
the infurmation.

Mr. Bolton: One man only visited the
district, and one man only signed the
report,

Mr. Foulkes: Has the Minister got the
reportd

The \IINISTER FOR WORKS: If
the hon. member will get the report on

Bolton: Without a visit to the
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the couniry east of the Great Southern
Railway he will find the particulars in it.
There is no report on this line individually.
A general system of lines east of the
Great Southern is dealt with in one re-
port dated 28th July, and paragraph 8 of
that report says—

The proposed line, as shown coloured
red on the plan, from the Great South-
ern Railway, near Brookton, to the pro-
posed Wickepin-Merredin line, near
Kunjinn, 47 miles, is estimated o cost
£67.000, inelnding rails and fastenings.
The area served would be 263,000 acres
of which 08,000 have been alienated. Tn
this area, of course, there is not included
any land on the route within 1215 miles
of the Great Southern Railway and
1214 miles of the proposed through line
from Wickepin to Merredin,

The question of the starting point is theve
not definitely stated. Hon, members will
ohserve thai the board uses the phrase
ihat the line should start “near Brook-
ton,” which, of course, might mean any
point slightly north or shightly south.
Mr, Troy: Why is it not definite?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
repeat that the board might mean any
point slightly north or slightly south, but
it must mean a spot within a short dis-
tance of Brookton station. After that
report had been received and laid on the
Table of the House, a deputation waited
on the Premier and discussed this railway
and the question of route. This was an
influential deputation in regard to both
personnel, the local inflnence which it
wiclded in the distriet proposed to he
served, as well as the strength of
members from this House and an-
other place who attended with it.
The Premier carefully diseussed
this matter with the deputation,
and after doing so, sent me a minute =n-
elosing a copy of the notes taken at the
deputation and saying, “I shall be glad
if the advisory board could inspeet this
route”—that is the Mount Kokeby ro:ite
—*because it seems that it would serve
the greatest number of settlers” That
remark was based on the representations
made to the Premier by the depntation.
On receiving that note, T promptly placed
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myself in communication with the advi-
sory boavd, to whom I sent the following
memo., together with the Premier’s note—
“Forwarded in accordance with the pro-
mise of the Honourable the Premier for
report by the board.” In reply to that
I received from the ehairman of the ad-
visory board, some little time later, the
following:—

Tn reply to yvour memo. of 3th De-
cember, 1910, re commeneing point of
proposed railway eastward from the
Great Southern line near Monnt Ko-
keby or Brookton, the advisory board
recognise Lhat the actual commencing
point of this proposal is subjeet to
the natural contour of the country and
must be definitely fixed by the engineers
after survey. We recommend that al-
ternative trial surveys be made from,
say, a point south of Mount Kokeby
in a south-easterly diveetion and also
near Brookton so that the matter ean
be fully censidered relative t{o costs
and grades.

I sent that on to the Premier, and at the
same time told him that I had given the
Inspector of Engineering Surveys, Mr.
Muir, instruetions to proceed to the dis-
trict, and make carveful inquiry and ex-
amination, and to submit a recommenda-
tion.

Mr. Bolton: On New Year’s Eve.

‘The MINISTER FOR WORKS: My
minute giving the information is nol on
the file, so T am unable to give the date.
On the 15th January Mr. Muir submitted
to me the following report:—

In aceordance with your instructions
received, I beg to report that [ ex-
amined the country from Kekeby and
Brookton on the Great Southern rail-
way eastward to Kunjinon with a view
of definitely fixing the commencing
poini of the railwayv recommended by
the advisory board. After a carefunl
inspection of the country, I have come
to the eonclusion that it would be ad-
visable to make Brookton the com-
mencement point of the proposed rail-
way. A line from Mount Kokeby
would certainly give better grades for
a proportion of the distance, but it
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would be sume six miles longer, and
would eosl about £8.000 more than the
direct easierly line: moreover, by mak-
ing Brookton (he starting peint and
going generally in an vasterly dirvection
the couniry as a whole is much better
served, that is a larger proportion of
the district would be brought within
the limit fixed for the proper develop-
ment of the country. 1 attach a plan
which clearly explains the whole pro-
position.

Mr. Augwin: Who signed that report?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mr.
Muir, and it is dated the 15th of this
month.

Mr. Angwin: 1f ny information is ¢or-
rect he was never there; he eonld never
have gone over the country in the time.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
do not think that Me, Muir would commit
himself (0 any recommendation without
adequate inguiry. He had already beén
over the route, first of all with the hoard,
and on the second oceasion by himself.
X have jnst received information that the
advisory board did visit the distriet, and
I am informed that the full strength »f
the board, Messrs. Paterson, Lowrie,
Johnson, and Muir, inspected it.

A, Bolton: When?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
have not the date.

Mr. Bolton: In July of last year.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
must have been prior to July of last year,
because their report is dated July.

Mr. Bolton: A promise was made by
the Premier that they should revisit that
distriel and that promise was never ear-
ried ont.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
think the hon. member is refering to the
promise of the Premier thai he wonld
again refer the matter of the starting
point and route to the advisory board.
As I have already told the House, that
was done, with the request that they
shonld fulfil the Fremier’s promise, but
the board regarded this as being heyond
their scope: they thought that a railway
should be made, but they were not pre-
pared to definitely fix the starting point.
Mr, Muir visited the distriet with an
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absolutely free hand, lis ouly instruetion
being to consider the questions that weve
most important. the question of grade,
length. cost, and of serviee to the great-
est avea, as well as to the largest number.

Mr. Bolton: Not the largest number of
settlers,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
have pointed out before when speaking
of other lincs, that we cannot eonsider
only those who are already settled on the
land: we must provide for the setlement
that is to come, as well as for the settle-
ment already there. We have to open
up the country in order that it may be
setiled, and we must provide for the
carrying on of operations where opera-
tions have been impossible in the past.
Still keeping to this question of route, I
desire to say that I have made further
inquiry myself in regard to the proximity
to existing or authorised lines. That is
a very important point for we cannot
afford to build two lines to serve fle
same avea. The recommendations made
in favoar of the Mount Kokeby route,
if adopled, would mean the running of
the railway for a long distanece within
17 miles of an existing railway, and at
one point for some distance within 15
wiles.

Mr. Angwin: Whieh exzisting railway !

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Quairading railway.

Mr. Angwin: Look at the route drawn
by Mr. Butcher on the plans.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon, member need not worry abount that.
If we started the line at Mount Kokeby
and ran it more southerly away from the
Quairading line, it would be al-
most parallel with the Great Sonth-
ern. I gave ne instructions as to
whether tha! line should go almost
south from Mount Kokeby or generally
in a slightly southerly and mainly east-
erlv direction, but the representations
made were in favour of the line that has
been roughly indicated on the plans, and
were not in favour of the line that has
been roughly drawn by an hon, member
in this Hounse. The request of the advo-
cates of Mount Kokeby was that the start-
ing point of the proposed railway should
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be either Beverlev. wiich would bring it
still nearer fo the Quairading railway, or
at a joiat not farther south than Mount
Kolkeby. but in the representations nade
to the PPremier T think that the request
was that it should run in a general east-
erly direction. and the inference was that
it should take an almoest direct route to
Kunjinn. I have had it marked on the
map- taking a direet route to Kuanjinn.
Hon. members will zee how the southern
trend would bring it for miles practieally
parallel with the Great Sonthern railway,
and it would be worse if constructed
in that partienlar diveetion than if con-
structed as marked on the map.

Mr. Jacoby: What is the shortest dis-
tance between the Quairading line and
the proposed line?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: On
the Mount Kokeby proposal the nearest
distance is 15 miles. The proposed line
will run. roughly, between 25 and 30
miles from the Quairading line over this
whole distance. Those seftlers who are
alluded to as desiring the eonstruetion of
the line from Mount Kokeby, are mostly
setllers already adequately served by a
railway; they are persons living within
15 miles, and some of them very much
within 15 miles, of the Great Southern
line. We are not proposing to construet
this or any other line to serve those
already within 15 miles of an existing
line. In fact all the fizures given to the
House in regard to different railway Bills,
exclude from consideration the land with-
in that distance of an existing line,. We
regand that area, say within 15 miles of
the existing (ireat Southern Railway, or
within 13 miles of the Quairading line,
or within 15 miles of the proposed Nar-
rogin-Merredin line, as being already ade-
qnately served, and therefore it is omly
the intervening land which it is proposed
to serve by Lhis railway. 1 wish to stress
this point, that the great complaint re-
earding this route has been raised by
those already within 15 miles of an ex-
isting railway, and therefore by those for
whom this railway is not intended.

Mr. Bolton: I do not think you are
qnite eorrect in regard to the County
Peak settlers.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Well
I say “the great bulk of them.” It would
be absurd for me to argue that all of
those who have asked for this alterna-
tive route were within 15 miles, and I
wonld not like it to be understood as com-
ing from me, but the great majority of
them are admittedly within 15 miles of
the Great Southern Railway.

Mr. Angwin: The member for the dis-
triet advocated another route.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not think that the views of the member
for a distriet should be taken too-much
into consideration by the Government, or
the House, when framing any rvailway
proposition. The member’s views should
be taken into consideration only so far
as they are supported by strong argu-
ments; the mere fact that they come from
the member for the distriet, if the argu-
ments are weak and worthless, does not
justify his expecting any consideration
to be given to them. T do not propose to
deal further at the present moment with
the question of the route of this line, but
T will ask the House to bear in mind that
the poliey which bhas heen submitted by
the Government and adopted by the House
has been generally a poliey of having lines
somewhere about from 25 to 30 miles dis-
tant one from the other, so that as far
as possible we may bring our settlers
within a 15-mile radius of some railway to
gerve their purpose. This ean ouly be
effectively and satisfactorily achieved in
regard to the partienlar loeality under
discussion by adopting the proposal to
ron the line from Brookton to Kunjinn;
and this connection, as I have pointed out
in the report I have read from Mr. Muir,
means the shortest line and the eheapest
proposition as well as meaning a propo-
sition that will serve ultimately for the
more complete and thorough development
of that part of our agrienltural lands,

Mr. Buotcher: You should not always
take into consideration the shortest route.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Other
things being equal, we must take into
eonsideration length and cost.

Mr. Butcher: Things may be very un-
equal.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
have tried to show they are equal. I bave
tried to show that shortness and cheap-
ness are the culminating points of a very
strong argnment, to which perhaps it is
unnecessary te add this further considera-
tion. The length of the line will be 20
miles. This length must depend to some
extent on the permanent survey of the
Wickepin-Merredin  railway, but I have
kad it shown for the purpose of this rail-
way at a length of 30 miles, The distance
from Perth to the starting peint, Brook-
ton, is 118 miles; the gauge will be 3ft.
Gin,; the weight of nrails, 43lb.; the
sleepers, 6ft. Gin. by 8in. by 4in.; the
Tuling grade une in 40, and the sharpest
curve a 12-chain radius, The estimated
cost of construction is £41,500, and of
rails and fastenings £32,500, making a
total of £74,000, or £1,480 per mile. The
areas which will be served by this line,
excluding all the land within 15 miles
from the starting point, which is already
served by the Great Southern line, and
excluding that within 15 miles from the
proposed Narrogin-Merredin line, is about
135,000 acres. The number of resident
oceupiers in this area is about 85; the ap-
proximate area held by them is 50,000
aeres; the rainfall is a very good one, be-
ing 17 inches, The prineipal timbers on
the land open for selection comprise pat-
ches of salmon gum, white gum, and mor-
rell. Hon. members will notice that Lhe
cost of this line is estimated, owing lo
the possibility of cheaper construetion, at
a considerably lower amount than in the
case of some other railways I have sub-
mitted to the House. As I indicated at the
outset, the line is necessary, if for no other
purpose, in order to eomplete the system
of providing eommunication for the dis-
triet between the Eastern Railway and the
Great Soutlern Railway, and the pro-
jected Wickepin-Merredin roalway. I
Tagve—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

Mr. HARPER (Beverley): T rise to
support the second reading of this Bill
In the first place the line was recommend-
ed by the advisory board on the 29th July
last.
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Mr, Bolton: Not to start from Brook-
ton.

Mr. HARPER: Yes, to start from
Brookton. There was a report in the
Press recommending the line to start from
Brookton. That was on the 20th July
last. The members of that advisory board
consisted of Professor Lowrie, Mr. Pater-
son, Mr, Muir, and Mr. Johnson. At that
time the Beverley electorate was unrepre-
sented in Parliament. The board recom-
mended other railways in the same report.
They recommended the Wickepin-Merre-
din line, and the Dumbleyung extension,
and many other lines; and it is passing
strange that this is the only line in the
advisory board’s repori taken exception
to.

Mr. Bolton: The advisory board have
not reported on it.

Mr, HARPER: Yes, they recommended
the line on the 29th July last, and at a
time when Beverley was without a mem-
ber of Parliament, or without representa-
tion. I warn members who may oppose
this line that there is a large number of
settlers from the goldfields in the Land-
seape distriet.

Mr. Angwin: The seltlers are opposed
to this line.

Mr. HARPER: They were promised a
railway some fonr years ago. At any
rate, I understand it was marked on the
agricultural plan that there was a pro-
posed line, and, owing to the prosperity of
the agricultural distriets, the line has been
put out further every year, so that the
people in the Landseape district and rennd
ahout there took up land in good faith
thinking they would have a railway with-
in 30 miles of them. I introduced a de-
putation to the Premier some months ago,
and the only persons who had a right on
that deputation were those from the back
blocks districts. There was certainly
one from Beverley on that deputation, but
he had no right to be on an agricultural
depntation. It was only from a business
point of view that he wanted the railway
to go to Beverley. It does not matter
much to me where the railway starts from,
so long as we get it, and that was the opin-
jon of all on that depntation. They want-
ed the railway, and that it should go fac
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enough south. That was the main object
in supporting Mt. Kokeby, but the ad-
visory board recommended it should go
from Brookton, The people do not want
the Bill pigeon-holed for the sake of argu-
ing as to which should be the starting
point. Before I was a member of the
House the advisory board recommended
this route, and I think in fairness to the
people who took up the land, and in fair-
ness to the advisory board, this route
should be aceepted. It seems to me very
singular indeed that members on both
gides of the House have accepted the re-
commendativn of the advisory board on
nearly every other railway, some eight or
nine of them, and this is the only excep-
tion.

[(The Deputy Speeker took the Chair.)

Mr. Bolton: Where is the repoit of the
advisory board?

Mr. HARPER: It was on the Tahble of
the House for months. The board went
over the country frequently, and they
know i from one end to the other.

Mr. Bollon: They never reported on it.

Mr. HARPER: For the sake of the
member for North Fremantle, I wonld
mention that there are many of these set-
tlers who are struggling, and they have the
land in that state of preparation now that
they are ready to grow wheat or any erop
provided they can gef the facilities fo get
their produce to market. They are hard-
working and honest seltlers sbruggling
their best to make ends meet, and it will
be a great injustice to them if this rail-
way is pigeon-holed. To appoint a seleet
committee means, ag the Minister for
Works said in regard to the Wongan Hills-
Mullews Railway Bill, defeating the rail-
way. Members might just as well oppose
the measure altogether as to ask for a
select committee. The Premier in his
speech on the ‘Wongan Hills-Muliewa
Railway Bill said that delays were dan-
gerous and procrastination fatal. Tt
would be certainly both fatal and dan-
gerous if this Bill is not carried through
during this Parliament.

Mr. Collier: Dangerouns to whom?

Mr. HARPER: To the people I repre-
sent. They are deserving of some con-
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sideration as well as other parts of Wes-
tern Australia, They are pioneers, and
many of them have been a long time on
the land, and it would be a great injustice
to them, If members of the Opposition
knew the conditions as well as I do they
would not oppose the line.

Mr. Holman: Is the information on the
plan correct?

Mr. HARPER: Yes, and the Minister
for Works has given a far bigger radius
than the plan will bear out, because the
plan will not bear out more than a 25-mile
distance between the Quairading line and
this line to Kunjinn, Tbe line is to go
to Kunjinn; there is no other point un-
less al a great inerease of distance and
cost; and, therefore, Kunjinn being
settled on as the terminus, the guestion
is as Lo whether the starting point should
be Brookton or Moeunt Kokeby. Those
from Mount Kokeby who had the most to
say about having the starting point at
Mount Kokeby are within 10 miles
of the Great Southern Railway. T know
this is a positive faet; and I have no sym-
pathy with people whe try to defeat a
railway for their own personal gain and
ends. 1 have worked for this railway
honestly and fairly, and it is a fair re-
quest that the Government should econ-
struct the line. I am sorry to see mem-
bers in opposition to it. If they knew the
conntry as well as I do, and the bad roads
the people have to contend with, and their
hardships, and the way they are strug-
gling to get ahead, they would not oppose
it; bul they are prepared to accept the
selfish statements of one or two men who
because they are 10 miles from a railway,
want to be four miles from a railway.
That is their object; they have no respect
for the people to the sonth. There are
people to the south as well as people to
the north. Between the two lines there
will not be more than 24 miles, so that no
one to the north can say he is outside a
decent radius. We cannot all have rail-
ways to our back doors, This railway
should be built. If it is defeated now it
will be defeated for years. The other day
we notieed in the paper what Mr. Fowler
had fo say in regard to our railways if we
ro in for Unification, or if the referenda
are carried and the Commonwealth gets
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control of the railways. We will not then
be able to get any vailways built, because
we know what a long distance we are away
from the Federal seat of Government. It
would be a great invasion of our publie
rights which I liope the people of West-
ern Australia will not snpport. I do not
want te say any wmore, The Minister for
Works has given all the statistics in con-
nection with the project and 1 hope hon.
members will deal as fairly and as reason-
ably with the Bill as they have done with
the others.

Mr. Bolton: It is not a fair Bill,

Mr. Harper : It is a fair Bill,
and everything conneected with it is per-
feetly square and above board. Tt is a
fair and equitable proposition. and it
shonld be carried. T do not want to see
the Bill defeated and I hope members will
see the fairness of the request and sup-
port the second reading.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair]

Mr. ANGWIN (East Fremantle): I
ean diseuss this Bill without bias. I have
no land in the distriet, and I have not
been in the district in whieh it is pro-
posed to construct this railway; but we
cahnet pet away from the faet that there
is a good deal of opposition to the line
on the part of the settlers. When that
is the case I hold that further inquiries
should be made. We are in the unfortu-
nate position of being unable to secure
the services of surveyors or draftsmen to
carry out the various works required in
connection with the constructive policy of
this Parliament, I will not say Govera-
ment, and I want to point out that even
if we allow this matter to stand over until
next session no delay will be caused, be-
cauge the hundreds of miles of railway
which have already been approved would
be more than sufficient te keep all the
staff whick the Government have at pre-
sent busily engaged in the preparation of
plans. The member for the distriet
pointed out that if this matter was re-
ferred to a select eommittee it wonld
mean delay, but I want to say that accord-
ing to some of those who reside in that
district, and who have been residents
there for some years, they would rather
see this Bill defeated than see it earried
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out as proposed at present, namely, with
its junction at Brookton. The dissalis-
facHon which exists must be very keen
indeed. e realise that in a large num-
her of the propositions which have been
brought before this House, while those
who live in the locality benefit by such pro-
positions, and while it is necessary, in
their opinion, that railway lines should
be constructed in eertain directions, there
are many who would rather see the lines
built even if they did start from another
point. In this case the opposition is so
keen that the people would rather have
the Jine defeated at this juncture than
have it carried as the Government pro-
pose. We have been told that the advi-
sory board vecommended that this rail-
way should be construcled from Brook-
ton. The member for Beverley stated
this was done before he beeame member
for that locality. 1 find in the first week
in November the hon. member introduced
a deputation to the Premier regarding
this guestion, and he pointed out that the
railway should run from somewhere iu
the vicinity of Mount Eokeby, and that
he saw from the report of the advisory
board that sueh a work would cost about
£47,000. TIf the hon. member saw that
report it must have favoured the starting
point as somewhere in the vicinity of
Mount Kokeby. To-day the hon. mem-
ber states that the advisory board recom-
mended the line to start from Brookton,
and that there was a possibility of going
even further south., If there has bgen a
report from the advisory board with re-
gard to Brookion, either the repoct which
appeared in the West Australian ip Nov-
ember last must be wrong, or the advisory
board must have visited that disiriet and
awain reported sinee November last.

The Minister for Works: If the advi-
soty board contemplated Mount Kokeby
they could not have guoted the length of
the line as 47 miles, which is the distance
from Brookton to Kunjinn.

Mr. ANGWIN: We find that an influ-
ential deputation waited on the Premier
daring Show week. At that time the
Premier led the deputation to believe that
he would seud the advisory board down
for the purpose of going over this dis-
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trict and ascertaining the exact position,
and he expressed the hope that the depu-
tation which waited on him and the peo-
ple there would be satisfied with the
resalt of the inquiries, and that the deci-
sion which would be arrived at by the
board would be accepted. What do we
find?  Instead of the advisory board
zoing there as the Premier led the deputa-
tion to believe they would do, the Minister
for Works sent one member only of the
advisory board to the district. According
to my information that member arrived
at Beverley on the 31st December, and
on the 1st January he spent the day in
Beverley and met several of those people
who are interested in the line, had a con-
versation regarding the matter, and on
the 2nd January be took his departure
from Beverley to Mount Kokeby, Brook-
ton, and Kunjinn. It is supposed that
this officer made a thorough inspection
of this eountry for the purpose of gmid-
ing the Minister when introducing the
Bill, but as Kunjinn is 50 miles away,
and as he only left Beverley on the Mon-
day and returned on the Wednesday, I
do not see how it is possible for this
officer to have made anything like an
inspection of the couniry. This is the
information I have, the aceuracy of
whieh has been vouched for by several
gentlemen who are residents in the dis-
trict, What time could this oflicer have
devoted to an inspection of the country?
If the facts I have given are correct it
15 cevtainly necessary that members should
give the matter further consideration. I
do not know the country, but those who
teside there say that the best area to
construet this railway through 1is the
eountry which wounld have Mount Kckeby
as its starting point, right throngh the
valley, following the river out as far as
Kunjinn. There is a sketch on the
plant hanging on the wall of the
Chamber which has been made by an hon.
member who knows the country well, and
that member endorses the statements
made by the other gentlemen who have
heen there during the past week, advoeat-
ing justice for the settlers in the distriet.
I think the Government should postpone
the consideration of this Bill until nest
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session. No delay will take place, and
the railway will be constructed equally
as soon by introducing the Bill next ses-
sion beeause of the inability to secure the
services of officers to do the work; then
it would be possible to make due inquiries
and satisfaction would follow. There is
some justification for the statement made
by the member for Beverley that refer-
ring this Bill to a select committee will
in all probability mean that the Bill will
not be dealt with this session, because if
the report which appeared in the West
Australion is correct the Premier intends
to close down next week. At the same
time let us not get away from the fact
that it will be far better to put off the
consiruetion of o railway like this than
to build a line which will not serve a
useful purpose. That is the position.

Mr. Holman called attention to the
state of the House.

Bells rung, and 2 gquorum formed.

Mr. ANGWIN: The statement of the
Minister for Works that the railway from
Brookton to Kunjion would be the means
of saving several thonsands of pounds is
no argument when we take into consid-
eraticn the question of construction.
Cheap railways might prove costly, and
for that reason I hope the argument will
have no bearing whatever on hon. mem-
bers in considerving this question. There
is one matter I wish to refer to, and I
wouid nol have touched upon it if the
point had not been raised by the member
for ihe district. I do not think in dis-
cussing a question of this kind we should
take into eovsideration who is or whe is
not gaing to be benefited by the construe-
tion of the line, and I regret thati in deal-
iny with this question the member for
the distriet should have drawn attention
to the alleged fact that those who are
dissatisfied with the proposal of the Gov-
- ernment are those who eannot get this
railway to their own back yards. I main-
tain it is unfair eriticism of the electors
in that distriet who sent that hon. mem-
ber to the House. No doubt human
nature 18 strong and sometimes it mani-
fests itself in diseussing a question of
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this kind, while self-interest goes a long
way in deciding the point at issue,

Mr. Harper: I said that everyone
could not expect to get the railway to
his back yard.

Mr. ANGWIN: I agree that the hon.
member said that, but he also said the
dissatisfaction came from those who eounld
not get a railway to their own back
vards. T thiuk it comes with bad taste
from the member for the distriet, more
partieularly as the proposal now before -
us will put a railway te his own hack
yard. T want the best done for the dis-
triet, and T believe the Government will
try to do the best for the distriet; but
the implied promise of the Premier that
the advisory board should again visit
the dislriet has not yvet becn earried out.
1 think the Bill should be referred to a
select committee, and at the proper time
I propose to move in that direction,

Mr. BUTCHER (Qascoyne): T do not
wish to have [aid at my door the charge of
having opposed an agricultural railway,
but if delay in a matter of this kind
means defeat I am afraid I shall be half
inelined to support it, even at the risk of
ineurring the wrath of the member for
Beverley. I know a good deal about this
district, having been interested in it long
before the member for Beverley was
elecled, and all the representations made to
me by residents of the distriet go to show
that the railway should not go off firom
Brookton, but from a point near Mt
Kokeby, further up towavds Beverley, I
do not advocate Beverley, because that is
toe far up. One argument in favour of
earrving the line to Mt, Kokeby s that
by so doing yom are leading towards the
market all the time and so shortening the
distance, whereas in this proposal the ve-
verse obtains, The Premier says that all
the land is within a 121% miles radius, but
he forgets that the distance from the one
spur tine to the other is over 40 miles.
This is due to the faet that on the
other spur line we go off in a sontherly
direction and not at right angles to the
Great Southern line as in this case. If
this is necessary T say it is only fair that
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we should be consistent and run all our
spur lines at right angles.

The Premier: This line brings the
whole avea within 1215 miles of some
railway.

Mr. BUTCHER: From the other spur
line we po 40 miles before starting this
line, and then we go off at almost right
angles which brings us within the ten-mile
radins, If we started off from Mt. Koke-
by and traversed a little to the southward
we would serve a large body of people who
will never be served if the line goes from
Brookton, while the people specially to
be served by the Brookton line wounld still
be served by the Kokeby line.

The Minister for Works: How far
would you be off the Great Southern?

Mr. BUTCHER: How far are we off
the Great Southern now?

The Minister for Works: We are run-
ning af right angles off it.

Mr. BUTCHER: But why adopt that
as a prineiple now? None of the other
Iines go off at right angles. The object
of the line should be to serve as many as
possible. If you go off at Mi. Kekeby
you do this, but not if you go off at Brook-
ton. The Mt. Kokeby project is only six
miles longer. From what I know of the
country I am inelined to support the re-
ferring of the Bill to a seleet committee.

Mr. BOLTON (North Fremantle):
Probably for the first time I am going to
oppose the construction of an agricultural
railway. If I were convinced that this
had had proper inquiry, and thai the
people who are resident and who advocate
that the starting point should be Mt.
Kokeby were satisfied with this T wonld
not raise my voice against the railway.
If T feli I eould not support the railway
after due inquiry had been made T would
resume my seat without any further re-
marks. So convineed am I that the Gov-
ernment are committing ap error in mak-
ing Brookton the starting point, that if
it is resolved to send the Bill to a select
committee and the reports from that com-
mittee and from the advisory board are
favourable to the line T pledge myself to
sapport the building of the railway, even
though it starts from Brookton. So con-
vineed am I that this is a gennine request
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from the settlers who will not he served
if the line starts from Brookton that I in-
tend to support the proposal that the Bill
be referred to a seleet committee. I have
been in that district and have come into
close contact with the settlers affected by
this lne, a great many of whom have
visited the eity within the last few days.
I do not elaim to have sueh knowlsdge of
the eountry as is possessed by the member
for York, but he shonld be at least sen-
sible enough to give eredit to others for
knowing something about it. The argu-
ments put forward by the member for the
district mainly ranged round the report of
the advisory board dated 29th July of last
year. I almost expected to be called to
order so frequently did I interject that no
report had been made by the advisory
board in respect to this railway. I repeat
now that no report has been made by the
advisory board in respect to this railway
from Brookion to Kunjinn. The hon.
member heard my inierjections bnt took
no notice of them, The report I have be-
fore me starts and finishes in much the
same tone. I do not want to oceupy much
time, beeanse my desire is to see the Bill
referred to a select committee; but the
report begins this way—
We beg to report on the question of
railway extension to open up the coun-
try lying between the Kastern goldfields
and the Great Southern, and extending
east approximately to the longitude of
Merredin and south to the latitude of
Narrogin. We are satisfied there are
large tracts of first-class land suitable
for wheat growing within this area.
I have read every word of the report and
no mention is made of either the Brook-
ton te Kunjinn line or the Mt. Kokeby to
Kunjinn line. The board were asked to
report on the guality of the land in this
partieunlar district, and only upon the
quality of the land and the possibility of
giving railway communication to that land
if it were found warranted. The report
is wennine enough, but to say that the ad-
visory board recommended the starting
point should be from Brookton is going
bevond plain truth.

The Premier: They said a point near
to it.
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Mz, BOLTON: The general expression
was giver that in providing a railway in
that part of the country it should be
somewhere out from Brookton or some-
where out from somewhere else; and when
the deputation waited on the Premier and
put the case sufficiently strongly before
him he promised that the advisory board
shonld visit the distriet, not ounly the
Kokeby distriet but should visit beth
Brookton and Kokeby and travel from
each of those centres to Kunjinn. TIf the
gquestien of route was to be disenssed and
decided by the advisory board it was only
to be expected that they would traverse
both wvoutes. Had the advisory board
visited that district T am prepared to say
members would have accepted their report
as they have on no fewer than nine rail-
ways passed throngh the Chamber. Not
a word has been advanced against the ad-
viee and report of that board. This is the
only railway put hefore members without
that rveport. Why? 1Is it that it would
be asking the board too much—wonld it
be shady to ask the adwisory board to re-
port on this proposal becanse they wonld
not perhaps be as sweet on it as are the
Government? There is some reason for
-not having the report of that advisory
board, and their veport is due to members
of the Chamber. As for the appointment
of a select committee cansing delay, there
must be a session within the next twelve
months, and in any case the first sleeper
will not be laid within that {ime; beecause
we cannot aceept the =slatement that the
Government will start each of these several
railways between this and next year. I
say the select committee would almost fin-
ish their dniies by recommending that the
advisory board should visit the distriet
and go over the routes both of Kokeby
and Brockton and report to the House.
The seleet committee would have done
good work if they had done that alone.
Then, when Parliament apgain sits that
railway would be consenied io, I believe,
with praelically no discussion at all, be-
cause of the fact that the advisory board,
gentleman whose integrity has never heen
impeached or questioned by members of
this Chamber, would have made a report.

I ask for the report of that board before
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I ean declare my vote. T know that it
eannoi be brought forward becaunse they
have not visited the distrier.

The Premier: Of cowrse they have.

My, BOLTON: The advisory beard.
have not visited the district to report on
this railway.

The DPPremier:
distriet.

Mr, BOLTON: 1 repeat once more,
that the advisory board have never visited
that distriet to report on a Brookton-
Kunjinn or Mount Kokeby-Kunjinn rail-
way, and all the interjections of the Pre-
mier will not divert me from that state-
ment. Yet the settlers who waited on the
Premier were given to understand that the
board would visit the distriet, and it came
ss a thunderclap when they saw amongst
the Orders of the Day for Parliament a
Bill tor a railway from Brookton to Kun-
jinn, when they had been led to believe
that their member, Mr. Harper, had been
working to have an independent report
made by the board as to the two routes,
and they even went so far as to include
Beverley. They were evidently misled,
becanse on New Year's Fve Mr. Muir,
not in the capacity of a member of the
board, but as the Inspector of Engineer-
ing Surveys, visiled the distriet to in-
vesligate the contour of the land, and
for that alone. He did that, and whilst
T have no doubt that Mr. Muir could
goe over the distriet very much
quicker than members of this Par-
liament or any other layman, T shall
never believe that it would be pos-
sible for him to go over the route
from Mount Kokeby to Kwmwmjinn or
Brookton to Knnjinn in the course of
three days; neither do T believe for a
moment that he was asked to do so. 1
believe all that was wanted was fo find
the starting point from Brookion or
Mount Kokeby, and the starting points
only were visited hy Mr. Muir. Buat if
that was sufficient for the department, it
should not be thought sufficient for all
of us. With regard to every railway
proposal that has been submitted to Par-
liament this session there has been a re-
port by the advisory board, with this
one exception, and are we to be asked to

They have visited the
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swallow the proposal when, possibly, the
board eanunot report favourably on it?
1t has been argwed by the Minister for
Wourks that tue people are already served
by the York-Quairading line, but a very
cute and eunning measurement has been
put on the plan in this Chamber, taken
from the nearest point of a little elbow
that dips {our or five miles—not ranning
at the angle of the Great Southern line,
but going direetly down, and working
towards the railway—in order to make
the distance 15 miles between that and
ibe proposed railway. It would be very
wuch fairer to say that the distance be-
tween the two railways would be 20 miles,
but the Minister for Works stated that
we might take it at 17 miles, with that
one exception. The settlers at Bally
Bally and County Peak have never been
able to cart to the Qunairading line; they
must eart into Mount Nokeby, and yet
it is contended that they are within
12%, miles of the Quairading line; it is
impessible for them to eart to Quairading.

Mr, Monger: There is no need for it;
they have a closer station.

My, BOLTON: That is the ecloser
station?

Mr. Monger: Beverley or Mount
Kokeby.

My, BOLTON: Is County Peak 10
miles from Mount Kokeby? County Peak
averages nearly 30 bushels—it is there
where the good land is—and it is not 10
miles but 22 miles in some places from
the railway, and last year the settlers
had to cart their wheat 30 miiles or more.
Those people, I admit, are in some in-
staneces within 10 miles of the Quairading
line, but, as T said before, they cannot
met to that line, and unless this railway
starts from Mount Kokeby these people
never can be served by a railway. Onee
the line is built it would be madness to
suggest another line running between the
Quairading and Brookton railways. What
is the objeet of this railway? To reach
Kunjimm, o settlement that is sure to zo
ahead very fast, and is it not better to
take the route which will serve more
settlers than to take it through an area
with less setilers? YWhere does the diffi-
culty eome in. The report by Mr. Muir
said that Mount Kokeby route wonld
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serve the most settlers. but that the Brook-
ton route would serve the largest area.
What of? Not first class land. If every
acre of the Brookton land was first elass,
and coutd be put under crop, it counld
be said that the land would be taken up
all the way from Brookton to Kunjinn,
and would lead to greater settlement than
would the line from Mount Eokeby to
Kunjinn, It is said that we eannot study
the settlers already there. but they have
strugrled on for years, they have been
carting their wheat long distances, and
the profits on their undertakings bave
been very small compared with the profits
made by settlers in other distriets. A
great portion of the land is not taken up,
because it is vealised that only people
with capital ecan deal with the land at
County Peak. MecLean Brothers and the
McCooks, and other people with means
ave the only persons who can afford to
take up this land.

Mr. Monger: What about the Forresis?

Mr. BOLTON: They do not eart into
Mount Kokeby.

Mr. Harper: Then where do they cart
tod

Mr. BOLTON: They may eari to
Brookton or t¢ Beverley for all T know,
but they do not eart to Mot Kokeby.
In any ecase they are not in a big way in
that distriet, but if they were success-
fuily farming in a big way there, that
wounld uniy add strength to my argument
that only people with money ean do it.
That land is not taken up as the Minister
for Works stated. The member for the
distriet must admit that the argnments in
favour of a reasonable delay in the con-
struetion of this line, not the shelving of
it altogether, are worthy of some eonsid-
eration. It is all very well to say that
certain settlers are served by a railway.
The hon. member's property is only nine
mites from Brookton, and he will not
consider that that is outside a fair ecart-
ing distance. If the line is built it will
only be 1'% miles from his place, and is
it to be arzued that the line should not
go from Brookton becanse the hon. mem-
ber’s land is already within a shert dis-
tanee? That argument should not be
used by the Minister for Works.
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The Minister for Works: I said we
should not build lines for people within
a 15-mile radius.

Mr. BOLTON: The difficulty is that
in building out from a trunk line every
settler for the first 15 miles is alrveady
served by that trunk line, and what is
the good of our advancing that argument
in regard to this line when it is forgotten
in connection with others? In building
a spur line we are bound to go over coun-
try that is already served for the first
15 miles, yet it is used as an argument
now that the settlers who were eomplain-
ing that they eould not have the railway
to their back doors, were alredy served
because they had only 13 miles to cart to
Mount Kokeby. It must not be forgot-
ten that the railway is being huilt to serve
Kunjinn.

Mr. A, A Wilson: It will be served
by the other railway as well.

Me, BOLTON: Yes: 1 say that Kun-
jinn will be =zerved by a line coming from
Mount Kokeby. I have alveady pointed
out that if we run the line from Brook-
ton to Wunjing, the settlers within the Hrst
15 miles are alveady served; the same
would be the case with a line from Mount
Kokeby to Kunjinn, but the line wonld
come in touch with more setilers from
that point onward to Kunjinn, and there
would be a beiter prospeet of making it
pay tn the near future than there would
he with a line from Brookton. Praeti-
cally every acre between Mount Kokeby
and Kunjinn is first class land, and conld
he put under evop within the first two
vears.

AMr. Toulkes: Do wyou say thal it is
not first elass land between Brookton and
Kunjinn?

Mr. BOLTON: Not having visited the
distriet T am not able to say of my own
knowledwe whether il is good or not, but
if T take the views of men who ave settled
on that country I am bound to say that
it is not in it with the Moaunt Kokeby
route, To show my fairness, I am almost
prepared to ask the hon. member who
knows the district. if he is game to stake
his reputation that the land from Brook-
ton to Kunjinn is equal to the land from
Monnt Kokeby to Kunjinn. But in any
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ease 1 do not believe that we should
always run the line through the best coun-
try; the best country can look after itself,
it is the poorer class of country that
wants the assistance of a railway.

The Minister for Works: That is the
point.

Mr. BOLTOXN: That is the point, but
the Minister always argues that a railway
will serve so much first class land. Ad-
mitting that the fivst 15 miles from the
Great Southern railway, whether along the
Mount Kokeby or Brookion voute is
alrendy served, irresepective of whether
it he woad or bad country, I say there will
be a larger area under crop and a greater
inerease 1 the first 24 months if the line
is taken from Mount Kekeby to Kunjinn
thawn there ¢an ever be if the line is made
between Brookton and EKunjinn. If the
reference of this Bill to a select commitiee
meant that this line wonld never be built
1 would not vote for the appointment of
the committee. 1f a select committee were
appointed to zo into this question they
need liave but one silting, and that sitting
should he to recommend that the advisory
board visit the distriet, go over the route
from BMount Kokeby to Kunjinn, and
from Brooklin to Kunjinn and make a re-
port and submit it to the House, Where
is the delay in that? The seleet committee
can report, and the adwvisory board can
visit the district and make a report to
snbmil to the House.

Mr. Angwin: That means two sittings.

My, BOLTON: Well they can do it in
two following days. Tt is not that the
Committee eannot report. The objection
to n committee is that there will net be
time to report, and the matter will lapse,
bat T undertake to say that members who
would oo on the seleet commitiee would
pledge themselves to  report. For my
part, if 1 can be shown a report by the
advisory board as to the two rountes, T
will support whatever rvoute the advisory
board advocate; but there has heen no
report; and fair minded members, whether
they know the distriet or not, must admit
that n little delay is justified, and that
a rep.art from the advisory board is ahso-
Intely necessary. \ve we expected to take



3400

the word of the Minister when the Miun-
ister probably knows nothing abount it?

The Premier: Of course you should
always take the Minister's weord.

Mr. BOLTON : Unfortunately the rules
of the House often make us take his word.
Bul what does the Minister for Works
know about practical railway building?
Only what he gets from bhis responsible
officers,

The Minister tor
yon know abont if?

Mr. BOLTON: Nothing; the same as
the hon. member; we are equal.

The Minister for Works: No, we are
not,

Mr. BOLTON: We are not equal in
some things, but the Minister does not
know anything about practical railway
building, and neither do I-—just to keep
the Minister calm. He gets his informa-
tion from his responsible officers, and if
we accept it that he receives his infor-
mation from his responsible officers, is it
not fair that we should ask that the Min-
ister should produce the report of the
advisory board? T ask whether the ad-
visory board recommended this route from
Brookton or Mount Kokeby? They can-
not have done so. If we accept the Min-
ister’s word as representing the adviee of
his responsible officers, so we should get
it from his responsible officers in this re-
gard. I mean to say the advisory board
should give us a report as to which is the
best route for building this line in the in-
terests of the State. T am prepared every
time to accept the word of the man who is
on the spot and who is working on the
spot. I must do so.

Mr. Heitmann: The trouble is they are
working on the two spots.

Mr. BOLTON: But we have heard not
one word in advocacy of the Brookton
proposition from the Rrookton-Kunjinn
people, whereas the Mount Kokeby people
have been five vears asking for a railway.
In fact the Brookton people were in-
tensely surprised when they found they
were going fto have a railway starting
from Brookton. There has been no hattle
of' routes between the Brookton people
and the Mount Kokeby people. The
Brookton people have not asked for the

Works: What do
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railway, and they have not refuted the
statements of the Mount Kokeby people,
becanse they are prepared to aceept them,
knowing them to be just and fair., The
Minister said that if this line was dipped
south from Monnt Kokeby it would run
nearly parallel o the Great Southern
Railway, but members can examine the
map for themselves. If the railway is to
tonch anywhere near Kunjinn, how can
it be possible; or how can it be possible
if they want it to go even further south?
No one would be foolish enough to ad-
vocate building a line running parallel to
the Great Southern. The Minister must
not take it that hon. members are babies.

The Minister for Works: But it would
ran too close to the Quairading line; it
would be within 15 miles.

My, BOLTON: I admit it. I bave ex-
plained how it comes about that it would
run within 15 miles at one point, the
little closest point on the sharpest elbow.
We do not know what shape a line will
take when we pass il. Tf we knew that
a line was to be run through certain
blocks and in certain directions, there
would be considerable eriticism in dis-
cussing the proposal. We pass a line to
run straight through the country and
suddenly discover after it has been sanec-
tioned that it does not run straight, but
dips in one direction.

Mr, Heitmaon: That is allowed for
in the deviation,

Mr, BOLTON: 'That is not a devia-
tion, to dip away to the extent of five
miles. The deviation is allowed only for
running from point to point. Now, is it
fair to make a measurement from the
bottom corner of that particular line, the
Quairading line, that does not run in the
same direction as the Great Southern,
but is a line running in an entirely dif-
ferent direction, and say that, hecuuse
the Quairading line at this point would
be within 15 miles of the Mount Kokeby-
Kunjinn route, the whole route is within
15 miles of the Quairading line? Tt is
not within 20 miles if we take the Quair-
ading line generally. The starting point
of the Quairading line is 40 miles from
Brookton. Can we reasonably expect
when we eonstruet railways so far apart
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as their starting points that they will
_come within 1> miles of one another?
No; it is only at one spoi that these
lines come close together.

My, Heitmann: Bot these people yon
speak of are served by the trunk line.

My, BOLTON: This raillway is ex-
pected io be 30 miles i length. 1 have
said already that, starting either from
Brookton or Mount Kokeby, the people
within 15 miles of the trunk line are al-
ready served; and 1 do not take them
into consideration: but if the line goes
from Brookton those people heyond 13
miles from the (freat Southern railway
in the distriet [ have mentioned will
never get a railway; because as these
two railways are already 40 miles apact
at the starting peint, no one would sug-
gest building another railway belween
the two, especially as they have a ten-
deney to dip towards one another.

Mr. Heitmann: What distance are
they apart 12 miles out from the Great
Southern line?

Mr. BOLTON:
would be 23 miles.

Mr. Heitmann: That is a rvadius of
only twelve and a half miles, and you
say the other people are already served
by the tvank line .

My, Harper: They are only 12 miles
from a line.

Mr. BOLTON: The hon. member’s
statement shows what reliance can be
placed on his figures. The very measure-
ments make the hon. member look abso-
lutely ridiculous. With the starting
points 40 miles apart it would be impos-
sthle for the people 12 miles out from
‘the trunk line to eome within 12 miles
of either railway. I trust members will
not agree to the railway until the ad-
visory hoard have reported on ihe two
rontes. I raised a protest in regard to
another railway where no information
was tabled; and if members pass this
rallway without a report from the ad-
visory buard any member of this Minis-
try. or of any other Ministry, ean intro-
dace a railwax Bill with members to
earry if withont any rveport from & re-
sponsihle authority. and pass it althoneh

I should imagine they

il

it may he au absoluie job in the troe
meaning of the word. The reports of the
advisory board have been received with
such respeet by all members of the Cham-
ber that it would be safely left to them.
Therefore, though I oppose the live being
built from Brookton, believing that the
advisory board should vepurt on the pro-
position. I would be prepared to support
a line running from Brookton if [ conld
wet the advisory board to visit the dis-
triet and if. after reporting on the two
routes, thev still rescommend Brookton
as the starting point.  The matter has
been praclically promised by the. Pre-
mier, although I do not think he has
had the opportunity of carryving it out.
1 desire to give him the opportunity of
earrving out the promise he made to the
deputation. - If he cannot do it in time
to pass this Bill, he should at least agiee
that, in order to eavry oui bis promisc,
time should be given to the advisory
board to visit the distriet.

Mr. HARPER (in explanation): The
hon. member has said that the Brookton
people and the people o the east have
not shown any interest in this railway;
but the people on whose behalf 1 speak
left it entirely to the advisory board; and
now that they find the Beverley people
at the eleventh hour taking a strong hand
in opposing the railway, and even ill-
enongh disposed to say thev wounld rather
see the Bill lost than earnied, T have re-
ceived a sheaf of wires from these people
to the east of Brookton and all over
the distriet strongly resenting the metion
of the Beverlex people and those people
with whom the member for Nerth ¥Fre-
mantle seems to have hecome aequainted.
I am sorry the hon. member has not made
the acquaintance of the Landseape people
and others ount in that diveetion. If he
had formed sueh valnable associations with
them as he has with the County Peak peo-
ple he would not have opposed this rail-
way.

Mr Holman: Is the hon. member in
order in quoting wires by way of explana-
tion?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member rose
in explanafion as he s enfitled to do but
he is wide in his remarks.
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Mr. HARPER: I have wires to show
that the people alluded to by the member
for North Fremantle strongly resent any
private individual aetion in this case.
They left it entirely in good faith to the
advisery board, though they had been pro-
mised a railway for years, but as they
feel there is personal influence being
brought to bear, they strongly vesent it
as shown in these wires. That is all T
wish to =ay.

Mr, FOULKES {(Claremont): I atiach
the greatest importanee to the reports of
the advisory beoard. We can all agree on
this point that it is a great pity we did
not have these advisory boards appointed
vears ago with regard to the routes to be
adopted in serving varvious distriets re-
eently supplied with railways. [ have
read the present report with the greatest
care. Unfortunately it does not seem so
definite as one would like the advisory
board’s veport to be. In some cases they
never hesitate to express their opinions.
For instance they express in very strong
terms the opinton that the proposed line
from Wagin to Darkan was not war-
ranted, and the Government had the good
sense to drop the proposal.

The Premier: It is not dropped.

Mr. FOULKES: 1 hope it will be if
one atlaches any importance lo the ad-
visory board’s report.

The Premier: We will deal with that
in good lime.

Mr. Holman : This is an important mat-
ter, and we are receiving good informa-
tion. I desire to draw attention to the
state of the Hounse with four members on
the Government side.

Mr. Heitmann: And three on this.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Mr. SPEAKER: This is the second time
to-day that attention has been drawn to
the absence of d quornm in the Chamber,
If the matter is mentioned again I might
say I will not put the question if T am
satisfied that hon. members are within
the precinets of the Chamber. Some notice
must he taken of the weather conditions,

Mr. ANGWIN: Will you be good en-
ough te inform me, 3Mr. Speaker, what
Standing Order guides you in coming to
that decision in regard to a quorum?
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Mr, SPEAKER: I thiok the Standing
Order relating to a quorum is well konwn.
If the Speaker is satisfied that there is a
quorum within the precincts of the House
e is justiied in saying so to the House.

Mr. FOULKES: As I was saying, it
would appear from this report that in-
struetions were given to the advisory
hoard regarding inspections on the eastern
side of the Great Southern Railway, and
the huard seems to have dealt generaily
with the subject, They say—

We are satisfied that there are large
tracts of first class land suitable for
wheat zrowing within this area, which
canuot possibly be exploited withont
railway faecilities, and we sugzest the
accompanying scheme of railway ex-
tension to meet the case.

From that 1 take it the board recommend
the constynetion of this line from Brook-
ton to Kunjinm., TUnfortunately they om-
mitted tv set out the class of land that
exists between those two places, but the
whole scheme of railway eonstruction
seems to have been snggested hy them.
They sugeest Wiekepin lo Merredin, and
also another loop from Wickepin to Kur-
renkutten via Kulin, then also the Quair-
ading extension eastward to junetion with
the proposed Wickepin-Merredin line, and
that these railways should take precedence
over others. T have only risen to say that
in the face of the report of the advisory
hoard—and it seems to me a recommenda-
tion—if we are to attach any importance
{o the recommendation it is difficult to iz-
nore it. All the same I should be glad to
have seen a better deseription given of the
country existing between these two places.
Unfortunately no information has been,
given with regard to the character of the
country there. The Minister for Works
stated that the best plan was to constrnet
railways through poor country. I do not
know whether he was speaking seriously,
but that is the construetion T put upon it.

M. Heitroann: If poor land could be
used profitably would you not construct a
railvay through it ?

Mr. FOULKES : It remains to be
proved whether poor land can be used
profitably. Having regard to this report
of the advisory board T do not see how we
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¢an shut our eyes to the fact that the board
defivitely recommended that this railway
shonld be constructed from Brookton to
Kunjinn, and the report is signed by
Messrs, Paterson, Johnson, Lowrie and
Muir. All the same I consider that the
time has arrived when fnller reports
should be given by the advisory board with
regard to these projeets. I suppose the
board did not have much time to prepace
reports, at any tale, this report does not
give sufficient information. T have, how-
ever, sufficient confidenee in Messrs., Low-
rie amd Paterson fo lead me to support
the construetion of this particular line.
With resard to Mount Kokeby, I know
that Messrs, Paterson and lLowrie are
familiar with that country, and if they
thought that the line shonld have gone
from there I am sure they would have ve-
commended that the starting peint shonld
have been at thaf place.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson):

I cannot help thinking that some
hon. memhers who have addvessed
themselves to the subject of this
Bill, and railway construction works
generally, lave mnot grasped what
the advisory board were really ap-

pointed for. The advisory board were
appointed nine mouths ago in order to
advise the Government as to the further
extension of agricultural railways throungh-
out the agricnltural areas. It was never
intended that the hoard should take upon
themselves rthe duties of classification offi-
cers; it would be impossible for them to
give the necessary time to earry out that
dnty effectively. Their daty was to tra-
varse the country generally and see as
much of it as they could in their journey-
ings and get generally an idea of iis
value for agricultural purposes, and re-
commend generally the route for a rail-
way which would serve the disiriet they
were passing through. The unltimate elas-
sification of the land is left to the officers
of the Lands Department, who follow the
advisory board. They make a survey and
classify closely, as has been done for some
time past. The siarting point, in many
instances, has been definitely recom-
mended by the advisory board, but in
other instances the advisory hoard have
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not bound themselves down, to any great
extent, with regard to the exact starting
point of an agricultural railway, They
have generally indieated it, and in this
instance, they have suggested that the line
should commence at a point somewhere
near Brookton. Hon. members have
made a great point of the fact that these
lines are being projected to serve certain
other hon. memhers or, perhaps. indi-
viduals. and that everyone is endeavouring,
to get a railway to his or her back door,
as the case may he. [ want to point out
that it is the policy of the (overnment to
bring the railway system of this Slate as
near to the back door of every settler as
possible. We canuat take the line to
every seltler’s back door, hat we are en-
deavouring to bring every settler within
13 1wiles of the ratlway system, that heing
considered the lemitimate limit for the
profitable earting of wheat and for pro-
duece. In this instance the advisory hoard
was asked to report om fhe lands between
the Eastern Goldfields railway and the
Great Soutliern Railwav, and extending
east approximately Lo the longitnde of
Merredin and south to the latitude of
Narrogin. My orginal reguest was that
they should examine the lands to the east
of the Great Southern railway and south
of the Eastern railway. right down as far
as Stirling Range, and that they should
reecommend to the Government what tur-
ther railway extensions, other than those
to which the Government were committed
as part of their poliey, should be under-
taken to best serve the settlers. This is
the report—

We beg to report on the question of
railway extension to open up the coun-
try lying between the Eastern Goldfields
Railway and the Great Sonthern Rail-
way and extending east approximately
to the longitude of Merredin and south
to the latitnde of Narrogin.

And attached to that repori is a sketeh
plan showing the several railways. The
red lines on the plan clearly indieate that
the advisory board have examined that
country, and T know from my own per-
sonal knowledge that they did it well and
effectively, and they recognise that these
railways should be comstrucied there or
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thereabouts. Tt is idle for the member
for Novth Fremanile to say that there
is no veport from the advisory board and
that they have never visited this distriet.
He is trving to mislead the House.

Mr. Bolton: T never said so, and I
never said the advisory board had not
vigited the district. I said there was no
report from the advisory board as to the
railway between Brookton and Kunjinn,
or from Mt. Kokeby to Kunjinn.

The PREMIER: I say there is a re-
port from the advisory board, and I have
just proved it. They examined this eoun-
try and examined it effectively, and they
attached a plan to their report, and they
recommended that this line should start
from a point near Brookton to where
Kunjinn is situated.

Mr. Bolton: Where is Brookton?

The PREMIER: Tt is shown on the
maps at the end of the line.

Mr. Bolton: Who said so?

The PREMIER: I say so. and if the
hon. member will remain quiet he will
soon be satisfied. Then the advisory
board proceed in their second paragraph
to state—

We are satisfied that there arve large
tracts of first class land suitable for
wheat growing within this area.

That is this area between the Eastern
goldfields railway and the Great Southem
railway. and extending approximatelv to
the longitnde of Merredin and south to
the latitude of Narvogin. embracing Mt,
Kokeby. Then they go on—

We are satisfied that there are large
tracts of first class land suwitable for
wheat growing within this area, which
eannot possibly be exploited without
railway facilities. and we sugmest the
accompanying scheme of railway ex-
tension to meet the case.

What is the scheme? Tt is attached fo the
report. and there is no suxmestion that
this line should be built from any other
place hut Brookton. They go on—

Tn mapping ont approximate route,
as marked in this secheme, we have en-
deavoured to place snch rontes as
nearly as practicable 25 miles apart. as
it i= o conteniion that 25 miles will
be found a desirable maximum to he
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adhered to as closely as possible, only

to be modified of course by such cir-

cumstances as the contour of the eoun-

try or ¢apacity of the land. ,
You could not have anything clearer than
that. Now paragraph 3 reads—
In this scheme sugpested we have
not altogether succeeded in defining
routes so that no selection shall be
further than 1235 or 13 miles from a
railway line, for the reason that the ex-
isting lines, and especially existing
spur lines, have not been laid down as
units of a broad comprehensive sys-
tem. and it is consenuently the more
diffieult to conneet them up in acecord-
ance with this limit of 23 miles.
That refers to the Quairading line which,
of course, hon. members know, from a
practical point of view ought to have
started from a point near to Beverley,
and not from York as it did.

Mr. Bolton: This is the same trouble.

The PREMIER: It is just what the
hon. member is advocating. The very
error committed in commeneing the
Quairading line from York instead of
from near Beverley lLe would have us
repeat in regard to starting this line from
Mount Kokeby. Now paragraph 4 of
this report reads—
We bave considered the Wickepin-
Merredin line as the backbone of this
scheme of extension, as it is likely
to become a line of importance for
through traffie of coal, timber, fruit,
potatoes, and other produce from the
South-West to the BEastern goldfields,
seeing ifs eonstruetion would shorten
the distance by more than 50 miles.
That is the point. The backbone of the
whole scheme is the line from Wickepin
to Merredin. providing a shorter route
from the Sonth-West to the goldfields’
murkets. and all these other lines are
subsidiary to that, all complementarv.
Let us see what they say about Brook-
ton.

Mr. Boltan: Yon cannot find anvthing
abhout Brookton there.

The PREMTER: Oh, ves. I ean. This
is what they say about it. After touech-
ing on the extension of the Quairading
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line and dwelling upon the proposed loop
from Wickepin, or Yeremilling I think
it is called, they go on to this proposed
line. Paragraph 8 reads—

The proposed line as shown coloured
red on the plan from the Great South-
ern railway near Brookion

The hon. member says Brookton is not
mentioned,

te ithe proposed Wickepin-Merredin

line near Kunjiom, 47 miles, is estimated

to cost £67,000, including rails and fas-
tenings. The area served would be

263,000 acres, of which 98,000 have

been alienated. In this area, of course,

there is not included any land on the
route within 1214 miles of the Great

Southern railway and 1214 miles of

Lhe proposed through line from Wie-

kepin to Merredin.

This is the signed, olficial report.

Mr. Bolton: What veport did vou give
hon. members?

The PREMIER : This is the same, this
is the official report.

Mr. Bolton: Does that mention the
rival routes of Brookion and Mount
Kokeby?

The PREMIER : It embraees the whole
distriet. They have examined the whole
district and this is the conclusion they
have come to. You might as well ask
bave they not considered Pingelly or
some other point on the line?

Mr. Bolton: That report was made
prior to the deputation waiting on you.

The PREMIER: Yes, I will come to
that. I have shown that the hon. member
has been misled by something he has or
has not read. The report is very full and
compleie. The advisory board was never
intended to go beyond the general prin-
ciple, and the general routes they recom-
mend. leaving of course the starting
point and the aetnal route to be the out-
come of a proper survey and recommen-
dalion by the engincers of the Works De-
partmeut. Now we come to the point
that a deputation waited on me. It
was an influential deputation. Tt waited
on me to endeavour to get this route
changed from 2 point near Brookton to
8 point near Maunt Kokeby.
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Mr. Angwin: Brookton is not men-
tioned.

The PREMIER : I say it is mentioned, '
I have vead it from the report.

Mr. Davies: The deputation knew no-
thing about that line.

The PREMIER: They did. The par-
ticulars were published in the West dus-
tralian long before, I gave the Press the
reports, and as soon as the House met I
put them on the Table. If the deputation
did not know, why did they come to me;
what need was there for them to come
to me and combat the proposal if they
did not know of its existence?

Mr. Angwin: You did pot at ihat time
intend to build the railway,

The PREMIER: I did. Of course [
intended to build the railway. I intend
to bnild hundreds of miles, even thous-
ands of miles if I rvemain in office.

My, Apgwin: I do not mean eventu&illy,
1 mean immediately.

Mr. Bolton: Read your reply to the
deputation.

The PREMIER: I will do s0. I have
not time tu read all that these gentle-
men said, but I will get down to my
reply. In replying I recognised that ii
was an influential deputation, and of
course repudiated any idea that the old
settlers of Western Australia should be
omitted from our programme of railway
construetion, because I recognised that
they were entifled to that consideration
and should receive it.

Mr. Bolton: They have not got it yet.

The PREMIER: They have got it. 1L
want to point out that we had a large
amount of work in band, and T was not
sare then that we should be able to put
this measure through the Hounse during
the present session. However, I am happy
to say the House has helped me in get-
ting our railway Bills through, and we
are going to start on a progressive poliey
of railway construction which will ad-
vance the interests of Western Aunstralia
as they have never before been advanced.
I wound up my reply with those prom-
ises to which the hon. member has re-
ferred
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Mr. Balton: You promised that the
advisory board would visit the distriet,
yet you have decided upon the matter
without that visit.

The PREMIER: I eoncluded my reply
by sayving—

And I feel sure that after having
referred this matter again to the ad-
visory board—as I will after your re-
presentations this morning—we shall
zet a route suggested to vs which will
be satisfactory to the great majority.
In econelusion let me say that the ques-
tion of the hattle of routes has always
been, in my experience, the greatest
obstacle (o rallway eonstruction, As
T see vou are fairly nnanimous I hope
you will be unanimous in accepting
whatever decizions the advisory board
and the railway engineers give as to
the best route for this railway connec-
tion, in order that there will he no
delay when once we have got their
decision.

My, Davies: The advisorvy board has
not been there since.

The PREMIER: Y sent this on to my
colleague with this minute—

You will notice that the deputation
wasg unanimous that the line should
slart from Mount Kokeby or near
thereto, moing generally in a south-
easterly direction. I shall be glad if
the advisory board conld inspeet this
ronte as it seems that it would serve
the greuiest number of settlers. We
could then provide on the Toan Esti-
mates and introduee a measnre next
session.

This wan scnt on to the Minister for
Warks, and he passed it ou to the ad-
visory beard. Mr. Palerson. the chair-
man of the advisory hoard, replied as

Folluwsg:—

In veply to vour memo of 5th De-
cember, 1910, re eommencing point of
propised rtailway eastward from the
Great Sonthern line near Mount Koke-
by nr Brookton, the advisory board re-
rgenize that the actual commencing
point of this proposal is subject to the
ratnral contour of the country and
must he definitely fixed by the engin-
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eers after survey. We recommend that

alternative trial surveys be made from,

say, a point south of Mount Kokeby in

a south-easterly direetion, and alsc near

Brookion so that the matter ean be

fully eonsidered relative to eosts and

grades.
He leaves it to the engineers. Here is the
minate to him from my colleagne—

For your information AMr. Muir has
been instrreted to proceed at onee to
the distriel in question to make the
nevessary report and recommendation.
My, Bolton: What date was that?
The PREMIER: It is dated 3rd of

dJanuary,

Mr. Bolton: He went away in Decem-
ber: he returned on that date.

Mr. SPEARKER: I must ask the mem-
ber for North Fremantle not to continue
these interjections.

The PREMIER: What on earth does
the hon. member want to get at? The
engineer was instructed to make imme-
diate inspeetion and report, and the fact
ihat that was minuted to me on the 3rd
January, alier he bhad gone, does not
prove anything detrimental to the board.
Now, this is Mr. Mnir's report—

In accordance with your instructions
received I beg to report that I exam-
ined the country from Kokeby and
Brookton on the Great Southern rail-
way eastward to Kunjinn with a view
of definitely fixing (he commencing
point of the railway recommended by
the advisory board. After a eareful
inspection of the country I have come
to the conclusion that it would be in-
advisable to make Brookton the com-
mencement point of the proposed rail-
way. A line from Mount Kokeby
would certainly give better grades for
a proportion of the distance, but it
would be some six miles longer and
would cost about £8,000 more than the
direct easterly line. Moreover, by
making Brookton the starting point
and voing generally in an easterly di-
rection the couniry as a whole is much
better served, that is a larger propor-
tion of the disirict would be brought
within the limit fixed for the proper
development of the eountry. T attach
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a plan which eclearly explains the whole
proposition.

And here is the plan.

Mr, Apgwin: It is not worth the paper
it is written on.

The PREMTER: Here is the plan.
What does it show? It shows that with
the proposed route for this line and the
extension of the Quairading line there is
no porkion of the whole of this vast area
Iving between the Eastern railway and
the Great Southern, and the longitude of
Merredin south and latitude of Narro-
ein east. or only 46,000 aeres which
eomes nutside the 12'% miles limit from
some point of the railway. There is not
one acre farther awav than 15 miles from
some point of the railway if this scheme
be carried ont. The evidence is con-
clusively in favour of the snggested start-
ing point and route. And if we are going
to carry out the scheme of bringing the
residents within veasonable distance of
the railway we must not allow the in-
terests of some hon. members who are in-
fluential and who are in strong evidence
in this agitation to stand in the wav.

Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.30 p.m.

The PREMIER: [ was pointing ont
that there were ouly 46,000 acres out of
the whole of the area that did not come
within 1214 miles of any point on the line
proposed e be construeted. T wish it to
be elearly understood that the poliey of
the Government is to serve the whole of
our settlers if possible, that is unless the
natural contour of the country prevents
us from so eonstructing owr railways. Our
policy is to lay down lines so that every
selector shall be within measurable dis-
tance of railway facilities. Had that
poliey been carried out in the eariy days
when the Quairading line was eonstructed,
T venture to say it would never have found
its starting point at York, it would have
been some miles farther south, very muech
nearer to Beverley if not at Beverley it-
self. Then we would have avoided that
awkward position which we have to face
to-day and which means that two railway
lines are running through one area, at an
angle it is troe, but for many miles run-
ning within a short distance of each other.
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The member for North Fremantle wishes
to perpetuate ihis evil.

Mr. Bolton: I want to prevent it.

The Premier: He may think he does,
but his advoeacy of the railway line which
it is proposed to constrnet from a point
near Brookton is that it should start from
Mt. Kokeby.

Mr. Bolton :
mittee.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
knows what a seleet committee means.
He koows full well that if this measure is
submiited to a select committee it is
tantamount to deferring the construction
for 12 months,

Mr. Angwin: The people in the dis-
triet want it shelved.

Tlhie PREMIER: They do not want it
shelved: i is only a section of the people,
who have made lhemselves very evident
during the past week or two lobbymg
members to get the starting point altered.
T do not know any of them personally.
I cannot tell who the owners of the land
are, either east of Kokeby or Brookton.
I only know that the member for Bever-
ley has an estate down there, and I think
the member for North Fremantle has rela-
tives who have some land somewhere east
of the Great Southern Railway.

Mr. Bolton: Not an inch, I assure von.

The PREMIER: I thought they had.
Anyhow, that is all T know. T do not
know of any hon. member or private in-
dividual personally who owns land east of
the Great Sounthern Railway opposite
those points. I am perfeetly unbi-
assed, and my object is to avoid con-
strueting a line which will, for a ecertain
namber of miles, follow the direction of
the main line already in existence. I
maintain if we are to serve this distriet
properly we must construct the railway
as proposed in the Bill befove the House,
and by that means it will not be said that
we are giving undue preference to any
settler, hecanse we shall be bringing all
{the settlers within the distance I have re-
ferred to. T have proved, T think, to the
House that the advisory board did report
and reported very fully in econnection with
this projeet, as fully as was necessary and
as fully, indeed, as they have reported on

I ask for a seleet com-
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any other project, and I fail to see why
exception should be taken and a further
report asked for, and why indeed the pas-
sing of the measure should be delayed for
one moment. It is easy to argue that we
will not be able to earry out the construe-
tion of the line for some time; some mem-
bers made it a year, others six months,
and some two years. The same argument
has been advanced in econnection with the
other propositions, but I venture to think
it is onr duty to pass the measures, if they
are justified, and then leave it to the ad-
ministration to make the best arrange-
ments they ean to expeditiously earry ont
the works. At any rate we are doing this
much for our people, we are giving the
advantage, that we are letting the existing
selectors and the new selectors know that
Parliament has approved of the construe-
tion of the railway, subject, of course, to
the necessary deviations to meet engineer-
ing diffienlties, and that the Parliament of
this State has approved of the railways to
be placed in the position stated approxi-
mately, and that therefore they can safely
o on with the development of their pro-
perties and the expansion of their indus-
tries in order that they may get the
greater benefit from the results of their
labours we all hope for. I hope the Honse
will agree to pass this Bill and that no
amendment will be made,
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

To refer to Select Commitiee.
Mr. ANGWIN moved—

That the Bill be referred to a select
commiitiee.

There could be no stronger argument
in favour of adopting this course than
the words which had been uttered by
the Premnier. When hon. members had
under discussion the York to Quairading
Bill it would be remembered that an
ettempt was made by the present
leader of the Opposition to refer the
Bill for the construction of that line
to a select committes, as it was clearly
understood that the line was not being
constructed in the best interests of the
settlers of that district and the State
generally.

[ASSEMELY.)

Mr. Monger: Do you remember his
suthority ? N

Mr. ANGWIN: There was the Pre.
mier's suthority to-day, which was
sufficient.

Mr. Scaddan: It has been proved

that I adopted the right attitude.

Mr. ANGWIN: That railway had
started from the wrong point, it should
have started from somewhere about
Beverley instead of York, and if they
had to build it again the starting point
would certainly be near Beverley.

The Premier: You want to make
a mistake again.

Mr. ANGWIN: There was no desire
to do anything of the kind. A mistake
had been made in the past, and to-day
he wished, by referring the matter to
a select committee, to avoid a repetition
of that mistake,

The Premier: And shelve the Bill.

Mr. ANGWIN : The Premier thought
that the appointment of a select com-
mittee would have the effect of shelving
the Bill. He disagreed with the Premier
and hoped hon. members on the Minister-
ial side would take the matter seriously
into consideration. For some years o
railway proposition in that distriet
had been under consideration. It had
been felt by the large majority of the
settlers there that a railway line suitable
to themm would be & railway constructed
from somewhere near Mt Kokeby.
The advisory board casually went over
a very large area and they reported,
and the Premier read their report, that
@ railway in the interests of the settlers
of that district should junetion about
Mt. Kokeby.

The Minister for Works:
near Broolton.

Mr. ANGWIN: Mé Kokeby was
mentioned. The report of the advisory
board was so unsatisfactory that a large
deputation waited on the Premier in
the first week in November and asked
him to take into consideration the
starting point of this railway, and the
reply of the Premier to that deputation
implied that the report from the advisory
board received then was not satisfactory,
and he promised the deputation de-
finitely he would again send the advisory

Somewhere
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board to the district for the purpose
of ascertaining what the proposition
was, or which would be the best place
to start the reilway from. That promise
had not been carried out.

The Minister for Works :
carried out.

Mr. ANGWIN: According to the
papers which the Premier had read
out it had not been carried out. The
Premier had stated in reading the
correspondence on the file that he had
reforred the matter to the Minister
for Works, who mno doubt rveferred
it to the advisory board. Mr. Pater-
son, the chairman of the board,
advised that an engineer should be sent
there for the purpose of making & survey,
one from Brookton to Kunjinn and
ancther from Mt. Kokeby to Kunjinn.
What do we find ¥ The engineer was
gont there, and according to his (Mr.
Angwin’s) informents, who  were
gentlemen  holding public positions
in that locality, this officer was in con-
versation with some of them on the
Monday and on the Wednesday he had
returned from his trip to Kunjinn.
Could eny engineer possibly make an
inspection of the route to decide in
what locality the line should be built
in so short a time. It was impossible.
The line should be constructed so that
it would be in the best interests of the
settlers. The member for Gascoyne,
who knew the country well, stated that
it would be detrimental to the interests
of the district if the line junctioned at
Brookton. If the Premier intended to
close down next Wednesday of course
it would be impossible to obtain the
report from the select committee, but
there was no reason why we should
prorogue on Wednesday. The feeling
in the district was so strong that people
living in the district had asked several
members to defeat the Bill rather than
that the line should be constructed
as proposed. .

The Miniater for Lands: How many ?

Mr. ANGWIN: A deputation of
five or six persons, public men living
. in the district. Though we occasionally
had repeated requests made to alter
the junction of a railway, or the route

It has been
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of a railway, he never remembered
previously of any person advocating
that & Bill should be defeated rather
than that it should go through as the
Government proposed.

The Minister for Lands: Pure selfish.
ness,
Mr., ANGWIN: It showed that

the line was not in the interests of the
people settled in the district. There
might be a little self interest, but people
had to consider the best interests of
the State. It was only a short railway,
and no one could accuse him (Mr. Ang-
win) of trying to block an agricultural
line; no one could accuse him of not
supporting & (Government railway,
except the Bullfinch line. TUnless this
point was settled by referring the
Bill to & select committee some in-
justice might be done to the settlers
in the district.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: One
need say but little because he did not
want to encourage in any way & second
reading debate. He ventured to think
that the member had not made out &
case that In any way answered the
great case of the distance of this line
as compared with the distance of the
Mt. Kokeby line from the Quairading
railway.

Mr. Angwin:
settle that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : There
was no doubt the committee would
settle it wvery quickly and the House
would settle it by sending the Bill
to a select committee. It had already
been settled, for it could be settled on
the informavion that had been given
to members. With the econstruction
of the railway the whole area would be
completely served by such a network
of railways that every block within
reasonable distance of some line would
be served. The same thing could not
be contended if the line started from
Mt. Kokeby. From e railway point of
view, if the line started at Mt. Kokeby
the annual running cost would be greater
and this district would not be so well
served.

Mr. Collier :

The committee would

How is that ?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS : There
was the increased mileage. The large
proportion of the people who complained
against the DBrookton starting point
were people nearly all living within
15 miles of the Great Southern Railway.
It had been said all those who had
spoken were in favour of the Mt. Kokeby
starting point. Those who ifavoured
& railway proposition did not usually
waste time by speaking, it was always
the opposition that made themselves
energetic and most busy. Naturally
those who were dissatisfied expressed
their dissatisfaction, while those who
were content did not make any effort
to advertise their contentment. There
was one point raised he wished to
refer to, that was the question of the
quality of the land. The member for
Claremont said he (the Minister) had
urged that poor land should be supplied
with railways. Nothing of the kind
was said by him. Tt would be & rather
remarkable statement to make. What
he did say was—and it was a remark
he was prepared to repeat-—if we had
both first and second class Jand, and if
the second class land was capable of
successful cultivation with reasonable
facilities, it was the duty of the State
to give these facilities. The man who
had the second class land, at all events,
required as much, perhaps more con-
sideration than the man who rejoiced
in the possession of a more fertile area ;
therefore, the comparative value of two
areas should not be considered unless
one of the two areas was impossible of
profitable cultivation. Rather than kill
the Bill by sending it to a select com-
mittee it should have been killed by a
straight out vote on the second reading.

Mr. MURPHY : There were certain
things in connection with railway pro-
posals that members of the House could
know nothing about, and those who did
not know were called upon to give a
vote of as much importance as that of
members who knew all about the line ?
There was one thing that those members
who were in an unfortunate or unigue
position like himself required before they
were called upon to give a vote, and that
was the report of the advisory board.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The report was lacking in this particular
instance. It had been furnished, as far
as he knew, in regard to every other
agricultural railway this session.

The Minister for Works: It is here.

Mr. MURPHY: One single copy,
which would take members, if it had to
go right round, three weeks to make
themselves acquainted with its contents.

Mr. Monger: It had been lying on
the Table since the 19th Qectober.

Mr. MURPHY: And no doubt the
hon. member himself had not read it.
Whether it had been on the Table
since 19th October or the 18th August,
this was the first time he (Mr. Murphy)
had had it in his possession, and he
was called on to give a vote for the
Govermiment proposal, or whether the
project should be referred to a select
committee. This was the first agrical-
tural railway that he ever remembered,
since he had been in the House, that
a deputation from a particuler distriet
had been so much interested in preventing
becoming an accomplished iact, as to
send & deputation to interview members
of the House. This deputation had not
interviewed him; in fact he did not
know the deputation was at the House,
but he had come to the conclusion that
this railway should have further con-
sideration. This railway should be de-
layed becausc those who were directly
interested had thought it of sufficient
importance to come to the House and
try to point out to individual members
that a select committee should be
appointed. Suppose the select com-
mittee was appointed. The gentlemen
who ¢ame here and formed the deputation
would be able to produse evidence to
show that the proposal of the Govern-
ment was not in the interests of their
district. How long would that delay
the railway ? One year, and he did not
think either the district or the State
would po bankrupt because the railway
was delayed for one year. It was very
much better to delay the railway for
one year than to have what was flashing
through his mind, & doubt as to con.
strueting it along the route proposed
by the Government, thus inflicting a
life-long injury on a large class of deser-
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ving settlers. Many members had a
doubt, and had given expression to it,
and until that doubt was removed he
was not inclined to give his vote to
inflict an injustice on any body of settler
in the State. -

Mr. HARPER : Mr. Rennick was said
to have spent only three deys on his trip
but he left Perth on the Saturday, arrived
at Beverley the same day, left Beverley
on Monday at noon for Mount Kokeby
and retwrned to Beverley on the Friday
evening, during the interval taking trial
surveys of the land. The advisory
board having already decided that Brook-
ton was the correct starting point of the
line, it was left to the engineers o say
whethar there were any engineering
difficulties ; and it was fairly shown from
the engineer’'s report that there would
be & saving of £8,000 in starting from
Brookton, and that there would be a
saving of six miles in distance. By
scaling the map it would be found that
16 rmiles cut from York the Quairading
line was only divided from the Great
Southern Railway near Beverley by
about 11 miles. 1t would not be fair
to defeat this Biil by sending it to &
select conunittee., Those who were pro-
posing a select committee were not
friends of the farmers, and they were
acting against what would be a very
important matter for the distriect. It
was shown by the Minister for Works
that with few exceptions those opposing
the measure were personally interested.
The people of the district accepted the
assurance of the advisory board, and
it would be a disgraceful position for
the House to defy them. It was strange
there were so0 many against the Bill

Mr. Davies: Itis because it is a one-man
railway.

Mr. HARPER: That was not the
ease. The advisory board went owver
the country and decided on the line
before he purchased any land in the
district. He had not interfered in any
way with the railway. e was anxious
to get a line passed through whether
the starting point was at one place or
the other; but the advisory board
having decided that the line should start
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from Brookton, he supported that route.
As to the deputations that waited on
the Premier, they were all people in
the back country who did not care where
the line started from so long as it ran
out to serve them. The stumbling block
regarding the Mount Kokeby route
was the fact that it would be running
too much paralle] to an existing line.
1f members knew the hardships these
people suffered they would not try to
defeat the measure. It would be a
serious injustice to them if the Bill were
referred to & select committee and the
railway delayed for a couple of vears.

Mr. HOLMAN: Knowing nothing
of that part of the State, and having
listened to the arguments advenced,
he was satisfied we should have a select
committee to lhave more information,
No doubt the member for Beverley came
forward on this guestion and put up a
strong argument, but it was time a
different policy was adopted. Instead
of leaving railway Bills to be passed in
the last dying days of the session, they
should be introduced earlier to give
members a chance to get information,
and to give the people in the various
districts an opportunity of setting
forth their views. It was absolute
twaddle for the member for Beverley
ta say that anyone supporting the amend-
ment was opposed to the farmers. All
the hon. meniber had to go on was the
fact that he held a big ares in the distriet
which would be materislly benefited
by the building of the line. He (M.
Holiman) would be sorry indeed if he held
land in a place and came forward to
advocate & railway to serve that land
as the hon. member did. It brought
forward another fact. When the Works
Estimates were before the House, and
& certain officer was in prominence, if
was & remarkable thing that immediately
after the trip was taken by that officer—
and the member for Beverley was down
on the trip with him according to what
was said in the House to-day—the hon.
member came forward strongly ad-
vocating an increase in that officer’s
salary.

The Minister for Works : The member
for Beverley was not with Mr. Muir.
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Mr. Bolton: 1 say he went down
in the same carriage with him.

Mr. HOLMAX : I heard the statement
made in the House to-day that the hon.
member was on that trip with Mr. Muir.

Mr. Jacoby : It is not true.

Mr. HOLMAN: At any rate the
statement was made in the House and
certainly the member for Beverley
strongly advoeated an increase in Mr.
Muir's salary. There was nothing in
that, because he (Mr. Holman) also
advocated the incresse. We should pay
these officers decent salaries to place
them in a position where they were
independent of everybody. Submitting
the Biil to a select committee would not
delay the construction of the line. It
was impossible to build the lines already
passed. 1f the reports were ready so
long ago there was nothing to stop
the Government introducing the Bills
and having the second readings moved,
thus allowing the pecple to make every
inquiry and send elong information.
The only information now available was
from & few interested people. According
to the Minister for Works, instead of
diverting railways to tap rich country,
we should extend them to tap the
poorer land.

The Minister for Works: I did not
say that; I said that if second-class
land was eapable of profitable cultivation,
we must provide facilities to enable it
to be cultivated.

Mr. HOLMAN: That was exactly
the same thing, and it was a good poliey,
because holding richer land recom-
pensed & man for not having a railway,
and it was necessary to recompense the
man holding poorer land by giving him
a railway. It was a mistake to divert
the true course of a railway to tap
rich jirtle parts. We should have evi-
denec to show what starting point would
suit the anusl people and the best
interests of the State, and we should
take some example from what occurred
year after vear, and have the measures
brought down earlier in the aession
to give ample time for inquiry. It
was disgraceful conduct of business to
put & number of measures through at
one sitting after Standing Orders were

[ASSEMBLY.)

suspended, and put them through with-
out their getting proper consideration,
preventing people in any part of the
State sending forward information. The
sooner an alteration was made in this
regard the better it would be for all
Because members asked for information
and that the matter should receive a
little more consideration, they were
aocused of obstructing the business or
of attempting to do some damage to
the agricultural industry ; but no
measure placed before the House infa
satisfactory manner in connection with
the agricultural industry received the
slightest opposition from members of
the Opposition. Some members on the
Government side were willing to refer
this Bill to & select committee because
they had some knowledge of the part
of the State affected, but it was a pity
that, instead of blindly following the
Government on any question brought
forward, they had not adopted the same
policy in regard to other matters. It
would teach those members that in
future, if they had the opportunity of
being in the House, they should not
give the Government the same servile sup-
port as they now gave on every occasion.
Because just as good a case for a select
committe had been made out in regard
to other measures.

Mr. Jacoby: You have never been seen
voting against your party.

Mr. HOLMAN : That was incorrect, for
he had voted with the Government on one
or two oceasions when all the rest of his
party were against them, However, time
after time members who would now sup-
port this motion for a select commiitee
had supported the Government against
similar motions even when they had not
heard a word of the debate. On this oc-
casion he was satisfied that by referring
this o a seleet commitiee we would be tak-
ing the rvight course. It would serve to
teach the Government that it was bad
poliex to delay the passing of railway
Bills till the last moment, when the Stand-
ing Orders were suspended and it was
impossible to et additional information.
He intended to support the sending of the
Bill tv a seleet commiitee. That course
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will not resnlt in delay, because the line
would be construeted just as soon as if
we were to pass the Bill now, and the ad-
vantage of it would be that the report of
the select commiftee would fuynish the
latest possible information in regard to
the distriet and the proposed line. The
wonstruction of the line had to a great
extent altered the original policy of the
Government in regard to the Wickepin-
Merredin line. There might be scores of
settlers down there affected by the altera-
tion of that Wickepin-Merredin line. That
watier had been sprung upon us in the
last hours of the session. We had seen
in the Lands Department maps showing
the proposed Wickepin-Merredin line as
being a great distance from the route now
adopted by the Government. The map
we bad here was only marked a few days
ago, and this partienlar railway had not
been thought of until a Fortnight ago.

Mr. Monger: The advisory board's re-
port is dated the 9th July.

Mr. HOLMAN : But this line had been
brought iu as a later consideration. The
Minister for Railways had land ont near
the proposed deviation of the Wickepin-
Merredin line.

The Minister for Works: That altera-
tion was made at the request of the House.

Mr. HOLMAN: But people affected
by the alteration should have some little
consideration also. He would be sorry
to think the members of the House were
prepared to make alteration only when it
suited themselves and their own interests.
We had had to-day a deplorable example
of members directly interested in large
aveas down there fighting bard to get the
line to their back doors. FHe was satisfied
from the arguments brought forward that
further inquiry was necessary, and he
was going to vote for the referring of the
Bill io a select committee, knowing that
a little time would not affect the buildinz
ot the line,

Mr. COLLIER (Boulder): Like the
member for Fremantle he knew very little
ahout the meriis of the rival routes, In
view of the conflicting opinions expressed
in the Chamber to-day members would be
wise in delaying the passage of the Bill
in order to have some mare definite in-
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Bormation, As between the merits of
these {wo routes the advisory board had
made no prononncement. The board’s re-
port merely stated the line should
junction with the Greai Southern “some-
where near Brookton.” Those, he thought,
are the actual words,

The Minister for Works: There is no
“somewhere’” but “near Brookton.”

Mr, COLLIER: Showing there was a
doubt as to the best starting point. The
advisory board should be asked ‘to pro-
nounce as between the rival rontes, When
the advisory board reported in July last
there was apparently no dispute as be-
tween those routes.

The Minister for Works: It was Brook-
ton.

Mr. COLLIER: But there was no
rivalry, Bince that date the rivalry had
sprung up between Brookton and Kokeby.
Why mot let the advisory board decide
between these two routes?

The Minister Por Works: They have
dealt with the two rontes.

Mr, COLLIER: Where?

The Minister for Works: I vead their
reference fo it to-day.

Mr. COLLIER: There had been no
agitation until recently as ‘to these rival
routes. He desired to protest also against
the manner in which these Railway Bills
were heing pushed through in the last days
of the session. The railway policy of the
Government should be the first to eome
down in the beginning of a session. We
should have all these Bills laid before us
quite early in the session. Then if hon.
members had any doubt they counld move
for select eominittees or make other mo-
tions involving brief delavs without hav-
ing the charre harled at them that they
desired to shelve the railway. He had no
knowledze as to the merits of these two
routes. Why, then, if ke voted for the
select committee should he be charged with
entertaining a desire to shelve the Bill

altogether 7 If the Bill had come
in earlier we could have had in-
quiry made, and acting on the re-

sult of that inquiry. hon. members could
have given an honest vote on the matter
without being charged withh an anxiety
to shelve the Bill. He protested azainsi
that charge made by the menther for Bev-
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erlev. Although the hon, member repre-
sented the distriet through which the line
wonld pass it would have been wiser on
his part if he had refrained from ex-
pressing any opinion, seeing that he had
3.000 acres of land within a mile and a
half of this proposed line to Brookton.
Because the member for Beverley owned
this area of land so elose to the proposed
route he (Mr. Collier) attached no weight
whatever to his arpuments as to the merits
of this Bill. During the session we had
paszzed more Railway Bills than were
passed in any previous session in the his-
tory of Western Australian Parliament,
and in the passave of the whole of these
FBills there had not heen so large a depu-
fation come to Perth or snch stroug
proftest made agaiunsl the construction of
any line as there was against the
cousiruction of this proposed railway.
The deputation had eome down from that
district to place their views before mem-
bei= in respeet to this railway.

The Minister for Lands: Who were
they !

M. COLLIER: Their names were not
known to him, but he kuew they were
lere. and the Minister knew it also,

The Minister for Lands: They came to
interview the memnber fur East Fremanile.

Aly, COLLIKR: Tt showed they had
appreciation of an honest politician. The
fact vemained that a number of pentle-
men interested in land settlement in that
laeatity had come to Perth to enter a
projest against the proposed rvoute, while
there had been no counter-protest on be-
hali’ of the proposed route, He would
veulure to say that sinee the Bill was in-
troidueed three-fonrths of the selectors af-
fected hy the railway, especially those in
the yemote areas, at the far end of the
line. had known nothing at all about it.
Contmunieations were slow, in the hack
emnitry, and he would not he surprised
to learn that most of the settlers at 1he
far end of the railway knew nothing at
all abent the proposed voute, It was all
very well to say the report had been on
the Tahle sinee July last. Wonld it he
ton nueh for the Guvernment to supply
each tiember with a eopy of a report like
thi<? Deecause it was impossible for every
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member to make himself acquainted wirh
all the papers laid on the Table during
the session. In any case, in view of the
fact that during this session the (Govern-
ment had passed Bills for railways which,
no matter how enthusiastie they might be
in carrying out their railway policy, the
finaneial position of the State in con-
junetion with the labowr market would
render it impossible for them to complete
within the next three years—in view of
that no harm would be done by tempor-
arily delaying the Bill. Even if we were
to pass this Railway Bill, he was certain
no work would be started before this day
12 months, It a start was made with the
line then other ratlways passed this ses-
sion must he delayved, and in view of the
faet that hon. members on both sides of
the House were in disagreement as to tle
merits of the ecase, and many hon. mem-
bers had not that knowledge of the eouun-
try which would enable them to give a
congeientions vote, he thought that the
amendment should be carried, and the
measure referred to a select committee.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
J. Mitehell) : This was purely a question
of distance; there never was less need for
referving a Bill (o a select committee, I
we were puing to put aside the poliey of
having a 25 mile limit, and were going to
atcept the idea of building lines every 15
miles, then by all means let us start {he
railway from Mount Kokeby; the land
to be served from either point would be
more o less the same. He aeknowledged
that his friend, Mr. MeLean, had done
great work., but he had come to Perth,
and, appavently, had exercised a wide in-
fluence over hon. members,

Mr. Horan: [ have never heard of the
zentleman.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : We
<hnuld never have heard about Mount
Kokehy if it had not been for the visit
of Mr. MeLean to PPerth. There had
not been a single arpument put forward
in favour of Mount Kokeby as a start-
inr point.  The advisory boeard. after
havinr inspected the distriet, decided on
Brookton, and he had had an opportun-
ity of diseussing the question with Mr.
Paterson, who said that Brookton, and
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no3 Mount Kokeby, was the right start-
ing point. '

Mr. Bolton: When did he say that?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: My
Paterson had said it to-day on the tele-
phone. The advisory board visited this
distvict, examined the country, and
deiermined on Brookion. The only argu-
ment that eounld be urged in favour of
Mount Kokeby as against Brookton
wonld be the argument to reduce the
limit from 12%; miles to 714 miles, but
be did not think that was the desire of
the House. He hoped members would pass
this Bill providing for the railway start-
ing from Brookton, and that the matter
would not be referred to a select com-
mittee. If hon. members wanted to know
anything about the proposal they had
only to turn to the map on the wall
and they would see that the line from
Brookton would practically bring the
whole of the land between it and the
Quairading railway within 121, miles,
and he took it that that was all that the
House could do for the country at the
present time. He hoped that a select eom-
mittee would not be appeinted, but that
the line would bhe built without delay.
Certainly if the Bill was referred to a
select committee, the building of the line
must be delayed for a considerable time.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .- .- .. 12
Noes e - .. 18
Majority against .. 6
Avesn.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Murphy
Mr. Bolton Mr. O"Loghlen
Mr. Butcher Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Colller Mr. Swan
Mr. Davies Mr. Troy
Mr. Holman {Teller).
Mr. Jacodby
NoEs,

‘Mr. Brown Mr. Male
Mr, Cowcher Mr, MRchell
Mr. Daglish Mr. Monger
Mr. Draper Mr, 8, F. Moore
Mr. Foulkea Mr. Nanson
Mr. Gregory | Mr. Osborn
Mr. Hardwick . Mr, F. Wilson
Mr. Harper . Mr. Layman
Mr. Hayward I {Teiler).,
Mr. Horan I

Question thus negatived.
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In Commitiee, etc.
Mr. Jacoby in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Authority to construet:
Mr. ANGWIN moved—

That progress be reported.

Motion negatived.
Clause put and passed.

(Mr. Taylor took the Chair.)

Clanse 3—Deviation:
Mr. ANGWIN moved an amendment—
That in line 3 the word “ten” be
struck out and “fifteen” inserted in
lieu,
The objeet of the amendment was to give
the Minister an opportunity of consider-
ing the route of the line as requested by
the people who resided in the distriet.
He regretted that scme members voted
for things to snit themselves; these people
did not want the line for themselves, but
for the benefit of the State. The matier
should be reconsidered so that the Pre-
mier could fulfil his promise to send the
advisory board to the district before the
line was construeted. The amendment, if
carried, would enable the Minister to have
the promise made by the Premier ful-
filled. If the people of the State could not
really depend upon the word of the Pre-
mier the sooner the Premier went out of
his position the better.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member was mistaken in his asser-
tion, which had already been disproved by
the Premier, that the Premier had broken
his promise. The Premier made a promise
to a deputation thai the matter would
be again referred to the advisory beard,
and he (the Minister), as the vehicle of
communication with the advisory board,
had had imposed on him the duty of see-
ing that the promise was fulfilled. The
promise was fulfilled. It was unfair to
the Premier that the statement shounld be
frequently made that he had broken his
promise. The hon, member's statement
was entirely opposed to fact.

Mr. Bolton: Who says so?

The Minister for Works: I say so.

Mr. Bolton: Your word is ne good.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member was always offensive. He
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was an all-round authority on every-
thing that came betore the House, but
that did not warrant the hon. member
contradicting the statement made not only
by the Premier and himself, but the ae-
curacy of which had been proved by the
documents already read to the House, It
was to be hoped that neither the member
for East Fremantle nor the member for
North Fremantle would use the elause
as a means of delaying the Bill be-
cause the amendment conld not effect their
object, The member for East Fremantle
bad overlooked the faet that he could not
deviate the starting point or the terminus
The House had decided that the starting
point should be Brookton and that ihe
terminus should be Kunjinn, and the
question of deviation would not ensble
the hon. member’s object to be made, that
was, if he desired to vary the starting
point or if he desired to give an insfrue-
tion that the line should be earried from
Brookton in a northerly direction and
curve around south-easterly towards
Kunjinn. The amendment was unneces-
sary, becanse the 10-mile deviation wonld
carry the line on the northern side almost
due east to Mt. Kokeby. The 10-mile dev-
iation was quite ample for all purposes.

Mr. ANGWIN: There was no necessity
to go north from the starting peint. I
_we included the words “north of Brook-

ton to Kunjinn” that wounld get over the
diffienlty that the Minister feared wonld
take place in the event of this alteration.
It made no difference to him where the
railway started from. He had stated that
his honest convietion was that a mistake
was being made, and he thought it his
duty to try and prevent that mistake he-
ing carried into effect.

Mr, BOLTOXN: It was a temarkable
feature that when one offered to criticise
a measure infroduced by any member of
the Ministry that erificism was put down
as heing offensive, TL was not the first
time the Minister for Works had made
use of a similar expression with regard
to him (Mr. Bolton), and he took ex-
ception to any Minister, and especially
the Minister for Works, saying that he
was always offensive beeause he offered
eritieism to anything that Minister intre-
duced. The eriticismm was honest, and he
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would not offer it if he did not believe it
to be s0. It was all very well to say
that the hon, wmember was always offen-
sive; that was the opinion of one mem-
ber. He did not think it was the opinion
of most members that be was always offe-
sive; most members would admit, at any
rate. that he was always sober, and if he
was led into saying anything offensive it
was beeause he was forced into the posi-
tion by such remarks as that made by
the Minister. The coneluding remarks
made by the Premier in veply to the depu-
tation which waited on him were that he
promised that the advisory board shounld
report on the routes, and that board had
not reported on those routes. That had
not been disproved. and it was no use the
Minister for Works waxing indignant
and eloquent over it. The fact remained
that the advisory board had not been
there since. The advisory board had not
reported on those routes and, conse-
quently, there was no justification for
the amendment.

Amendment pat and negatived.

Clanse pnt and passed.

Clause 4—Power to Governor to com-
pulsorily purchase land within 15 miles
of railway:

Mr. JACOBY: The other night he
raised a query on one of the railway
Bills as to whether the Governnent under
this elaunse would have power to pur-
chase the whole of an estate if only a
portion of it happened to be within the
radius, and he was informed that unless
the whole of the estate was sitnated with-
in the 15 miles the Governmeni would not
have the power, It might oecnr that nine-
tenths of an estate might be within the
15 miles radius and one-tenth of it might
be outside of it. He presumed under these
conditions we could not exercise the
powers conferred by this clause. In
order to overcome the difficulty he would
move an amendment—

That in line 9 the word “and” be
struck out and “any portion of which
is” inserled in lieu.

That would give the Government a wide
diseretion. The Minister could not ob-
jeet to the addition of these words; they
merely extended the powers of the Gov-
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eirtment, and would ailow them to get
over avy difliculty that might arise.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was to be hoped the hon. member would
not press the amendment for it was not
of any value as far as this partieular
Bill was concerned. He {the Minister)
had examired the plan ecarefully, and the
only land that might be affected by the
Bill, if there were any portion outside
the 15 mile radius of this line, would
eome within the 15-mile radius of another
Tine.

Myr. Jacoby: It eould not do any harm.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Al-
ready the point had been noted in regard
io future Bills, after the lLion. member
brought the matter up earlier in the week,
and he (the Minister) intended to have
the provision inserted in future Bills. If
the amendment were persisted in it wonld
have the effect of delaying the measuve
and the provision was not vequired in
connection with this railway.

Mr, JACOBY : If the provision would
not be of any use in this Bill then he
wounld not do anything that wonld delay
the measure, but if members insisted on
the amendment being put he eould not
withdraw it. He wished the amendment to
be inserted the first opportunity, so that
all railway Bills in future wourld inelude
these words.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In-
stroetions had already been given that
that shonld be done.

Mr. JACOBY: Under the circumstan-
<es he wounld ask leave fo withdraw the
amendemnt.

Amnendment by leave withdrawn.

Clanse put and passed.

Clauses 5, 6, 7—agreed to.

Bchedule:

Mr. ANGWIN moved an amendment—

That the following words be inserted
after “station yard’ or “within 10
miles of the said yard”

That would give the Minister power to
deviate the starting point of the line, it
would give a 10 miles deviation on either
side of the Brookton station if on further
consideration the Minister desired to alter
ihe starting peoint.
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The MUINISTER ¥FOR WORKS: It
was hardly necessary tor him to say that
he was not prepared to aceept the amend-
ment. There was a provision in the I’ub-
lic Works Act as follows:—

Every railway shall be made only
under the authority of a special Act,
which shall state as nearly as may be
the line of the railway and the two ter-
mini thereof; but it shall be lawful to
deviate from such line at a distance of
one mile on either side thereof.

That provision was unrepealed, that the
Bill should state as nearly as possible the
route of the railway and the two termini.
The Bill at present stated the two termini
but the hon. member proposed tu practi-
eally take one terminal point out of the
Bill and give to the Minister power to
alter the other terminal point. If that
power conld be legally given to the Minis-
ter it wonld be an unwise power to en-
trust to any one individual, that was to
construet a raillway that could start either
10 miles north, or any less distance, or 10
miles south, or any less distance, or eould
start at Brookton. The amendment he
thought was wultra vires, but if 1t was not
he did not think there was one member
who would aecept, as DMMinister for
Works, the responsibility, after Parlia-
ment had dealt with an Aect, of interfer-
ing with it in any way. If he (the Min-
ister) were Minister at the time he would
not agree to make any alteration in a
schedule passed by the House. However
he thought the amendment was wltra vires
on aecount of the section of the Publie
Works Act which he had read.

Mr., ANGWIN: If that was so then
the 10 wmiles deviation in the Bill was also
ulira vires. 1f members decided to give
the Minister power, after further investi-
gation, to start the railivay 10 miles from
Brookton, what had the Minister to com-
plain of? If the words were inserted it
wounld show there was a doubt, and the
Minister could make further inquiries,
and the responsibility after the inquiries
had been made would be placed on the
Minister to decide. Members bad voted
against the select eommittee becanse they
were afraid of delaying the measure, but
this amendment would ecause no delay,
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better surveys could be made and aetion
taken ou receipt of the further informa-
tion.

Amendment put and negatived.

Schedule put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Nead a third time and transmitted to
the Lewislative Couneil.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 5th January.

Mr, SCADDAX ({Ivanhoe): As the
Bill now before the House has previously
passed this Chamber and has been re-
jected hy another place—rejected because
it did not obtain the statutory majority
which would entitle it to be passed—I do
not propose to deal at any length with the
measure itself. We are desirous of help-
ing at this stage to do what, I contend,
the Government should have done long
ere this, get the measure to another place
in order to allow them to reconsider the
decision previousty arrived at. But I de-
sire again to protest ngainst an important
measure of this nature being left to the
very end of the session before being
submitted for the econsideration of
the Chamber that would be most af-
fected. There could be no possible rea-
son why tlie Government should not have
asked us to pass this measure in the
first ur second week after Parliament as-
sembled in order to permit another place
to have the Bill and properly diseuss it
and eome to a decision at a time when
they were in a position to give proper
eunsideration to it.  After all it is a
measure thal affects another place, and
T eontend they are justified in protesting
acainst receiving a measuve of such im-
portanee at such a late stage of the ses-
sion. I regret the Government have not
considered the advisability of attempting
to place nupon the statute-book the real
wishes of the people in this conneetion,
1 would like some member to call atten-
tion to the state of the House.
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Mr. Swan: I call attention to the
state of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: The leader of the
Opposition was not in the Chamber when
I said that I would be satisfied if mem-
bers were within the precinets of the
Chamber.

Mr. SCADDAN: I do uot propose to
talk to empty benches.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think out of re-
spect to the leader of the Opposition
members should be in the Chamber.

Bells rung, and a quornm formed.

Mr., SPEAKER: There is now a
guorunm present. I said this morning
that, owing to the hot weather, it would
meet the wishes and convenience of mem-
bers if they were within the precinets of
the House; but, as the leader of the Op-
position has protested. that there is no
one in the Chamber, and as it is an im-
portant subject, I think it is only due
to the position of the hon. member and
to the subjeet that members should be
in the Chamber.

Mr. SCADDAN: 1t only goes to show
that my protest against the introduetion
of this measure at this stage of the ses-
sion is proved by the fact that members
are not prepared to attend to their real
Parliamentary duties by remaining in
the Chamber. If it is a matter of at-
tending Parliament for the purpose of
passing railway Bills only, then I con-
tend the sponer we pass these Bills and
close up Parliament the better. The
method of procedure adopted during the
past fortnight is by no means to our
credit. Here is a measure the people
have been erying out for year after year.
In 1905 it was definitely promised hy Mr.
Rason as one of his first pledges that it
would be put into operation, but here we
are to-day in exactly the same position,
and every policy speech made since 1905
has included a reference to the redue-
tion of the franebise of another place,
vet to-day we are at the elose of another
long session and the Bill has not left
this Chamber, and we are told that an-
other place is expeeted to give it con-
sideration and find the statutory major-
ity for the purpose of passing it at a
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stage when it is possible members of that
vther place will find just as much interest
m it as members in this Chamber seeing
there are so few in attendance.

Mr. S. F. Moore:
on your side.

Mr. SCADDAN: I admit it applies to
both sides of the House unfortunately,
Personally I am not over particular as
to whether this Bill becomes law at this
stage or not; beecause we are approaching
a general election when the people will
have another opportunity of expressing
an opinion on matters of legislative re-
form, and I am ecertain that if the Biil
is not passed and a reform of some de-
scription put into operation regarding
another place, people will insist at the
next election that a party will be put
into power that will insist on the other
House accepting a legitimate reduction
of their franchise, or they will insist that
it should cease to exist altogether. Per-
sonally I believe the consensus of opinion
of the people of the State is against the
retention of that Chamber at all. The
member for Kimberley shakes his head,
but the Government have never been cour-
ageous enough to fest public opinion on
this question. If the hon. member is so
certain about the matter, I would snggest
that he induce his Government to put the
question to the people by a referendum;
and he will find, even if they go to the
extent of asking that it should not be put
into operation uniess a fair majority
should be in favour of it, that there would
be such a majority that it would be put
into operation very quickly. There is no
gainsaying the fact that to-day we are ar-
riving at one of two positions—either
the State Assembly is to be put
into a position to deal with ali
matters that crop up from fime to
{ime in an effective manner, or some
other Parliament is going to be put
in the position to do it. No doubi to-day
the people of the Commonwealth are giv-
ing more attention to the Federal Parlia-
ment beeause throngh that Parliament
ment they have a better opportunity of
expressing their opinions and having them
recorded on the statute-book than they
have through the State Parliaments.

There are ouly six
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There would be no desire for an amend-
ment to the Federal Constitution in the
direction proposed by the Federal Gov-
ernment, which will be placed before the
people in a couple of months’ time, if it
were not for the faet that the State Par-
liaments throngh the retention of the
Legislative Councils are getting out of
touch with the people. The reforms the
people are determined to obtain either
through one course or the other are being
set back under our State constitutions,
and therefore the people are looking to
the Federal Parliament, and I have no
doubt in my mind as to what will be the
vesult of the referenda for a further in-
crease of powers to the Federal Parlia-
ment to deal with matters the States will
ot undertake to deal with. Even in this
State which is supposed to be one of the
most demoeratic of the Commonwealth—
though I very much doubt it under exist-
ing conditions—if it were necessary I
could give instances that we have quite &
number of measures on the statute-book
which from the names of the measures
appear all right on the face of them, but
really are not. Tor instance the Coneilia-
tion and Arbitration Act. We say we
have a Coneciliation and Avrbitration Aet
on our statute-book, and therefore we can
deal with industrial matters, but is it not
a fact that the measure has proved to be
practically unworkable to this extent that
serious questions have arisen dealing with
industrial matters that the arbitration
eonrt bas not been able to deal with effee-
tively? And yet our State Government
have neglected to deal with the matter,
or, through fear of being unable to get
the Bill through another place, have de-
clined to give any attention to the ques-
tion at all. The result is that the people
who are most affected, the working classes
of the community, are looking in another
direction for protection in these matters.
T could instance many others, but the fact
remains that our Legislative Couneil,
if they do not hrow out a Bill whieh is
likelv to tend towards the betterment of
the eonditions of the working classes of
the community, at least go about it in
snch a fashion by amendments that the
measure becomes practically useless, as in
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the vase of the Conciliation and Arbitra-
tion .\Aet. Moreover, not only is that a
faet: but some of the most important
statures, supposed to have the one pur-
pose of redressing grievances of the work-
ing classes of the community, are being
administered by the Minister who is leader
ot the other ITouse and who does not
administer them as strietly as he wonld
do if he were sitting in this Chamber
where he conld be dealt with from time to
time. 8o long as the other Chamber ex-
ists under its present franchise, so long
will the working classes of this State, {o-
gelher with the working classes of the
other Siates, pay more attention fo fhe
Federal TarlHament than to the Siate
Parliaments: and we are permitting it to
take place with our eyes open. Those
people who are complaining against the
intrusion of the Tederal Parliament in
these matters sit quiet and then attempt,
by appearing before the people as States-
richters. to claim that what is taking
place is in a large measure unconstitu-
tional and not to the henefit of the
people.

The Minister for Mines: But did the
Legislative Couneil do anything to destroy
the utility of the Arbitration Act?

Mr. SCADDAN: Certainly. The
point is that if it were not for the Legis-
lative Councils as they exist in various
States to-day—I am not referring only
to Western Australia—the Governments
in the Assemblies would be more coura-
geons in the measures they bring down.
Will the Minister for Mines deny that
frequently he has to draft a measure le
is presenfing to the Assembly in snch a
manner as he hopes will induce another
place to pass it? Is it not a faet that in
many of the measnres the Minister him-
self has had to admit we have to accept
an instalment, not because this Chamber
is not prepared to give the full measure
of reform, but beeanse he s afraid an-
other Chamber will make an amendment
or reject it altogether?

The Minister for Mines: I thought you
made a charge against the Legislative
Council of having prevented the Avbitra-
tion Act being of any use.

Me. SCADDAN: I do not make that
charge, but I say the existence of the
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Chantber under its present franchise pre-
vents the Government from bringing down
the reforms they otherwise would. The
Council have also made amendments to
other measures—I mention the Concilia-
tion and Arbitration Act as only one in
point—that really wake the reforms of
no benefit to those they are intended to
serve, with the resuli that the people look
in other directions and will continue to do
so. Is it likely that with the reduction
proposed by the Qovernment we are going
to get any nearer the desires of the people
in this matter? Will a reduetion in the
franchicise fromn £25 annnal valne to £15
clear annnal value make so much differ-
ence that it is likely to bring about
any great change in  the personnel
of  the [egislative Council or in
its democratie  represeniation of the
community? 1 hold it will not. It
was only in order to stave off the evil day
from the Government standpoint, or from
the cunservative or so-called liberal party
standpoint, that the promise was given
that a reduction te £15 would be made.
Outside the Copservatives, who have only
done this for the purpose of staving off
the time for a few years, there is no de-
sire for a reduction of £15; but fhe desire
is that. if there iz to be a reduction at
all, it should be to household suffrage; or,
on the other hand, I believe there are
many people who claim it should be adult
suffrage. I do unot believe in that because
T hold that if we have two Chambers on
the one suffrage one is going to be the
negative of the other, If it is necessary
at all to reduce the franchise to that ex-
tenl. I hold it would he just as well to
abolish the other Chamber.

Mr. Horan: You eould elect them on a
tulier electorate,

Mr. SCADDAN: True, we might have
them: representing provinces as to-day on
adult suffrage, and in that way we would
probably get a more democrvatic Legisla-
tive Couneil and Legislative Assembly;
betause members of the other place would
he representing bigger districts than mem-
hers of the Assembly representing single
electorates, and they wonld take a more
national view of the questions than we
do. But I am satisfied those who believe
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in the retention of a second Chanther
would never agree to such a proposal.
There is no donbt there is a genu-
ine desire on the part of the people
for a reduction of the franehise of ano-
ther place to at least housebold suffrage.
I was in hope the Government would
accept the wish of the people in this
matter and rveduce it to that extent
rather than to the £15 as proposed. An-
other point to which T desire the Attor-
ney General to pay attention is to be
found in the qualification elause. It will
be remembered that prior to the lasi
Legislative Council elections the question
arose as to the interpretation of that
elanse, The ex-Attorney General {Mr.
Keenan) held that the phrase ‘‘clear an-
nual value’’ compelled the householder
to show that it was of t{hat value to him
or to the owner, exelusive of rates amd
other charges wpon the property, with the
result that in most of owr districts the
value had to be up to abont £30 per
annum, which exeluded a great number
of people who, ever since the passing of
the constitution. had been perwitted un-
questioned to enrol. The ex-Attorneyv
CGteneral’s interpretation of that word
‘ielear’’ disfranchised these people. The
point has never been cleared up. 8Sir
Newton Moore, when Premier, promised
a depuntation that the interpretation
would not be put into operation, and even
went so far as to say he would ask the
Attorney Gieneral to have ihe interpre-
tation withdrawn from the instructions
issued to regisirars. But T believe that
to this day these instruetions ave still
in the hands of the distriet vegistrars,
Does the Attorney (General nat think we
should make it perfectly clear that the
interpretation placed upon it by the ex-
Attorney General was not the dasire of
Parliament? Would it not bhe well ta
strike ont “‘elear?’ After all, although
we make it appear to the people that
we are effecting a substantial reduetion
in the qualifieation for the franchise of
another place, we are really doing no-
thing of the sort. If the Attorney Gen-
eral does not give consideration to this
pOiDt as to the word “‘elear’’ I propose
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when in Comwitiee to move to strike
out the word in order to get over the in-
terpretation placed upon it by the Elee-
toral Department. It was pever in-
fended when the Bill was passed that
sueh an interpretation should ever be put
upon the clause. I believe this measure
should reach another place at the earl-
iest possible moment, in order that mem-
bers of that place may not be able to
say they had no time to deal with it.
I know that any attempt to make the
franchise household suffrage is not likely
to be passed by this Chamber. We ai-
tempted it on a previous occasion and
were defeated, since when the personnel
of the Chamber has not undergone any
material alteration, so sueh an attempt
would only mean defeat again, and prob-
ably delay. Thevefore I hope the second
reading will be earried and that the Bill
will reach another place without delay
in order that they wmay have an oppor-
turity of considering it. I wani to koow,
however, what is to be the attitnde of
the Government on this partienlar ques-
tion in the event of another place again
refusing te pass the Bill. Because it
must be remembered that although mem-
bers in that place did not rejeet it by
putting a majority against it, they knew
well that an absolute majority was re-
guired before it eould pass, and to re-
main away in sueh circumstances was
merely another way of defeating it. Do
the Government propose to test the feel-
ing of the eouniry in the event of an-
other place refusing to pass this meas-
ure? When we reeognise that it has
been the poliey of the Rason (lovern-
ment, the Moore Government, and the
present Government to bring about this
reduetion, when we remember that this
movement has been afoot ever since 1903,
and we have not got any further, F say
it is time some definite step was eon-
sidered. However, I do desire that the
Attorney General should give considera-
tion to the striking out of that word
“clear.’ The department knows it
would make no difference to the enrol-
ment of people if the word were struck
out while it would do away with the
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neeessily of withdrawing the interpreta-
tion, which I believe was a correct one,
but which has been held in abeyance to a
large extent, although still before the
registrars in their instructions,

The ATTORNEY GEXNERAL (in re-
ply): As regards the protest made by the
leader of the Opposition as to this mea-
sare being delaved, I explained on the
second reading that there is no pretence
to originality in the measure. The pro-
posal to reduce the franchise to £13 an-
nual value has been before the country for
some years now, has been discussed od
infinitym, and it would indeed be diffi-
cult for the most acute ov original mind
to find anything new to say on this sub-
jeet. All the arguments have been re-
peated again and again almost ad naw-
seum. As repards the late introdnetion
of this measure into another place and
the possible eonsequence of that late in-
troduetion, what I had to say in regard
to its late introduetion into this Chamber
applies equally in reference to another
place. We are not asking those hon, mem-
bers there to deal with a novel proposal.
We are bringing forward a proposal with
whieh they are perfectly familiar, and oune
which will be decided by voting rather
than by talking., If there be a diffieulty
elsewhere in passing this measure, I take
it it will arise more from the faet that
sinee the measure was last before another
place there have been elections for the
Legislative Council. And I believe that
in mo ease where the retiving member op-
posed this reduction did he fail to secure
the election. So that if any argument is
used at all in another place against this
measure it will probably be based upon
that faet.

Mr. Scaddan: Who returned them?
Not the people who are asking for this
reform.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
the answer, I am merely anticipating
what would probably be the objection.
The answer is that the people who ask
for a reduced franchise for the Upper
House did not return those members. I
do not think I need deal at any length
with the charge bronght against that
House in regard to its unwillingness to
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pass legislation of a certain kind. It
seems to me that so far as the Arbitration
Aet is concerned, the diffieulty has not
been with that Chamber so much as with
this Chamber. The ditHenlty which the
Governnient have to face whenever there
are measyres of a controversial character
is to know how they are to be disposed
of within a reasonable period of time.
Unfortunately there are in this Chamber
some lhon, members who, one wonld al-
most imagine, think they have an unlimi-
ted overdraft upon eternity, judging by
the lengthy way they address themselves
to almost every subject that ecomes up.
We have had an instance only to-day,
where a Bill for a small railway of 50
miles in length has absorbed the ener-
gies of some of the members of the House
for the greater part of the sitting. I
cannot regard that sort of thing as a
practical way of doing business, and I
do not know that the result would be any
different if the arguments for and against
a ‘measure were compressed into a smaller
space—I do not think the result would
be affecied in the slightest degree.

Mz, Collier: ¥Yon would gag us right
off then.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
rather fancy that instead of any gagging,
the deliberations of this Chamber would
under those circumstances be more clozely
followed outside. If the arguments were
compressed into reasonable length the
busy man outside could find time to mas-
ter the subject fully and follow the
speeches of hon, members,

Mr. Seaddan: You have been pretty
lengthy in more ways than one.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have
had to be pretty lengthy occasionally
when dealing with sueh measures as the
Licensing Bill and the Redistribution of
Seats Bill. But most hon. members will
admit that so far as even important mea-
sures of that kind are concerned I try to
compress everything needful to be said
into the smallest compass. I speak from
some practical experience when T say
that what does frequently deter us
in bringing forward measures is the
uneertainty as to when we shall be
able to get through the work of
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the session, owing to the very great
length of the debafes. One does uot
wish to interfere in the slightest de-
gree with freedom of speech, but one
coulu hope that freedom of speech were
not incompatible with brevity and direct-
ness of utterance. As to what the leader
of the Opposition said in reference to
the words “clear annual value,” these
words are not causing any diffieulty at
present in regard to the placing of names
on the roll. All the Electoral Depaxt-
ment has to do is to place persons on the
roll whose premises have an annual
rental of £25 or, if this Bill is passed,
of £15. Assuming that the Electoral De-
partment does not take into acecount the
rates made payable—as a matter of faet
in this country in the majority of cases
rates are paid by the landlord and we do
not take into aecount the question of
whether the tenant pays the rental or is in
his own premises—the Electoral Depart-
ment ascertains what rental the premises
would command, following the usual ens-
‘tom in Western Australia of the landlord
paying the rates and the tenant only
paying the rate value. I should not
object to an amendment of that kind if
any difficulty were being caused. But T
have ascertained that the putling of peo-
ple on the rolls is working with perfect
smoothness, and that no one is kept off
on account of any diffienlty as to whether
rates were to be takem into account or
not. I do not consider it necessary to
make any re-arrangement, .

Mr. Scaddan: As & matter of fac
‘there were a lot of names struck off
the roll on aceount of that interpretation.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
do not think so.

Mr. Scaddan : Yes, there were.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt
must have been before my time.

Mr. Scaddan: Yes, it was when
Mr. Keenan was A torney General
Th t interpretati-n was sent out to
the registrars.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Within
the Jast 12 months or iore, I understand
that there has been no diffieulty at
all on that score and consequently no
change haz been made. T am anxious
to get the Bill through to-day so that it
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mey be in snother place on Tuesday,
but in the meantime I will look into
the matter and confer with the leader
of the Opposition, and if it should be
necessary to get an amendment mede
I con arrange to have it made in another
place. There is one other point I would
like to deal with, and that is a question
by an hon. member as to what would be
done in the event of another place not
pessing this measure. I refuse altogether
to contemplate that contingency ; it
will be time enough to deal with it
when it arises. 1 hope that on this
oceasion it will not arise, but that the
opportunity for reflection given to another
place has been well availed of, and on this
occasion the amendment will become law.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is my duty to
point out before the question is put
that, this Bill being an amendment of
the Constitution, it must be carried by
an absolute majority of the House, If
there are the requisite number of inembers
in the House and there arc not any noes
I can conclude that there is an ahsolute
majority in favour of the Bill.

Question put.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already
stated, that unless a division is called
for, I have only to be satisfied that
there is an ahsolute majority present.
T am satisfied that there i3 an absolute
majority of members present, and on the
voires that there is more than an absolute
majority of members in favour of the
Bill.

Question passed.

Bill read o second time.

In Commitice.

Mer. Taylor in the Chair ; the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Claus~ 2—Amendment of 63, Vict.,
No. 19, Sec. 15:

Mr. SCADDAN : After the assurance
given by the Attorney Qeneral, that
he would look into the question as to
the interpretation of the word * clear,”
he (Mr. Scaddan) did not intend to move
an amendment.

Mr. BOLTON: Would the Attorney
General give some indication as to what
action he would ‘ake if an amendment
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was moved in another place ! It was
common report that members of another
place were going to amend the Bill by
substituting £20 for £15. If that com-
promise was going to be accepted it
was woll that members should lnow
beforehand, because it would be waste
of time to reduce the qualification by
that small amount. He did not know
whether the Minister was aware of it,
but it was common knowledge that the
amount would be amended to £20, and
if that were done it would lead to a
very big discussion when the Bill was
returned.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
was to be hoped that the rwmour, of
which he had not previously heard,
would prove to be without foundation.
If it should unfortunately happen thet
such an amendment was made the
matter would have to be decided by this
House, but the Government had given no
consideration to anything of the sort.
They anticipated that on this occasion
the Bill would become law, and he
trusted that that anticipation would he
realised.

(lause put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment;
and the report adopted.

Third Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
J. L. Nanson) moved—

Phat the BHl be now read a third
nme.

Question put.

Mr. SPEAKER: T am satisfied that
there is more than an absolute majority
of the House present, and in the absence
of any Noes I declare the third reading
earried.

Question passed.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Counecil

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Railways: Re-
turn showing amount received by Rail-
way Department for postal work per-
formed at each station hy railway officers
for twelve months ended 30th June, 1010,
(‘Ordered an motion by Mr. Johnson.)

[ASSEMBLY.]

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
L. District Fire Brigades Act Amend
ment.
2. Fremantle
Amendment.
Received from the Legislative Counecil.

Harbour Trust Act

BILLS (7)—RETURNED FROM
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

1. Health (with amendments).

2. Katanning-Nampup Railway (with-
out amendment).

3. Quairading-Nunajin Railway (with-
out amendment).

4, Wagin-Dumbleyung Railway Ex-
tension (withont amendment).

5. Wickepin-Merredin Railway (mthout.
amendment).

6. Tambellup-Ongerup Railway (with-
out amendment).

7. Northampton-Ajene Reilway (with-
out amendment).

BILL—TRANSFER OF LAND ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
J. L. Nanson) in moving the second
reading said : The object of the Bill is
to provide that where the lessee of a.
Crown lease has executed a mortgage,
and the lessee becomes entitled to a
Crown grent in fee simple of the land
comprised in such lease, the mortgage
shall be transferred and spply to such
Crown grant and to the land granted
in all respects as if * Crown grant"”
haed been referred to in the mortgage.
This is, T believe, the law at the present
time, but there iz some difference of
opinion upon the subject. Some author-
ities lean to the belief that it is advisable
to place the matter beyond all doubt
and make this amendment to our Lransfer
of Land Act. A similar clause is to
be found in the Victoria Transfer of
Lend Act. This Bill was originally
introduced by the member for Dundas
at the request of the Associated Banks,
who deal largely in advances on Crown
leases since the Transfer of Land Act
Amendment Act of last year. It was
the intention of the Government in any
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case to have introduced this amending
measure, and when, owing to what we
hope to be the early close of the session,
it became necessary to give precedente
to all Government ineasures, and there
was & doubt as to whether measures
introduced by private members would
be passed th.rough during what remains
of_the session, the Government took over
the measure from the member for Dundas.
I move—
That the Bill be now read o second

iime.

Question put and passed.

RBill read a second time.

In Commitiee.
Mr, Taylor in the Chair.
Cleuse 1—agreed to.
Jlause 2—Mortgage of Crown lease
to be transferred to Crown Grant:
The ATTORNEY GENERAL moved
an amendment—
That the word * lessee’ in line 1
be struck out and “* holder* inserted
in liew.
It was possible that the lessce might
he a holder by transmission or assign-
ment, end it would be better to say
“ Where the ‘ holder’ of a Crown lease
has executed a mortgage.”

Mr. Holman: Would “ holder™ in-
clude * lesses ™ ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.

Amendment put and passed ; clause
also consequentially amended and as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 3-—sagreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment,
and the report adopted.

House adjourned ot 5-9 p.m.
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Brookton-Kunjion Railway, 28., Com.,3a. ... 3176

Wongan Hills-Mullewa Baﬂwn,y. Co:n 3n, 3476
Conatitution Act Amendment, 1R, .- 3478
Trunsfer of Land Act Amendment, 15, .. 8478
Dwellmzup-ﬂoth&m Railway, Com., 3z, . 34T
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. 5486
Abori.gmea Act Ameudment. Assembly’s
amendments .., . . B8

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

. 7Y

PETITION — WONGAN  HILLS-
MCULLEWA RAILWAY BILL.

Hon. W. PATRICK (Central} pre-
seated a petition from the Midland Rail-
way Company praying thet the Wongan
Hills-Mullewa Railway Bill be referred
to o seleet vommittee and that the com-
pany might be represented by ecovrnsel
and ecall and examine witnesses.

Petition received and read.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: Report by
the Chief Electoral Officer on the prin-
cipal electoral =ystems for the eleefiom
of members ot the Legislaiure in self-
governing countries.

QUESTION—OFFENCES
CHILDREN.
Hon, . G. GAWLER (without ne-
tice) asked the Colonial Secretary: Will
the Government take into its early and
seripus consideration the necessily for
amending the provisions of the Criminal
Law with a view to previding sueh a pan-
ishment in the ease of offerices against
children as will bave the effect of check-
ing the recenf increases in crimes of Lhis
nature?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: The Governmen¢ some little litne
ago gave notice of their intention. in

AGAINST



